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Recipient of the Twelfth Niwano Peace Prize
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It is with profound respect and a heart full of
warm admiration that I greet and congratulate Ms.
Hasegawa, the thirteenth recipient of the Niwano
Peace Prize.

Here is a noble life, a long life spanning many
decades, rich in loving service, steadfast in pursuit of
peace and freedom, through thick and thin.

Here is a life characterized by a quiet dignity and
greatness striving hard for justice and human rights
including women’s rights.

Here is a life that will serve as an inspiration and
example for innumerable young women and men
around the world.

I particularly applaud Ms. Hasegawa’s vision of
holistic peace—“not just the absence of war, but a
world without repression, with civil rights and civil
liberties; with an economic system not exploitative;
housing and education for all, consumerism under
control; environment helped to recover; and universal
health care.”

I also applaud Ms. Hasegawa’s unflagging service
activities at the community and grass-roots level, cou-
pled with her country-wide and worldwide peace pro-
grams and activities as an acknowledged leader of the
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF).

In the end, I congratulate the Niwano Peace
Foundation in selecting a second woman to join the
expanding family of Niwano Peace Prize laureates.

As we move towards the year 2000 and the third
millennium, let us pray together and work together
for the dawn of universal peace on planet Earth.
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