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PROGRAM FOR
THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF
THE FIFTEENTH NIWANO PEACE PRIZE

Saturday, May 9, 1998
At Rissho Kosei-kai Headquarters, Tokyo
(Great Sacred Hall, Horin-kaku Guest Hall)

PRESENTATION CEREMONY (10:00 A.M~11:30 A.M.)
At Great Sacred Hall

Prelude (Music)
Opening Prayer
Report on Nominations and Selection
Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman
Presentation of the Prize
——Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

Address
——Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President
Congratulatory Messages
Minister of Education, Science and Culture
Mzr. Nobutaka Machimura
Ambassador of Cambodia
Mr. Truog Mealy
President, Japan Religions League
Rev. Kenji Okamoto

Commemorative Address
Samedch Preah Maha Ghosananda

Prayer for Peace

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF NIWANO PEACE FOUNDATION

RECEPTION (11:30 A.M.~1:00 p.M.)
At Horin-kaku Guest Hall

Opening Greetings

——~Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman
Congratulatory Messages
Rev. Norio Sakai, Chairman of Rissho Kosei-kai
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Greetings

The Niwano Peace Foundation has selected Maha
Ghosananda of Cambodia to be the recipient of the
fifteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Maha Ghosananda has
played a major role in various nonviolent activities
to promote reconciliation among the Cambodian
people following the nation’s civil strife, offering
support to refugees and encouraging the rebuilding
of the nation.

After the signing of the 1991 peace accord, Maha
Ghosananda led the first of the Dhammayietra (Walks
for Peace and Reconciliation). Through these Walks,
he has continued to make a steady contribution, not
only to bring about harmony among divided people,
but also for solutions to a wide range of peace-
threatening issues such as deforestation and the use
of land mines.

It is a great pleasure for us to hold this presenta-
tion ceremony to praise the achievements of Maha
Ghosananda in the the presence of so many guests
from different fields.

The increased acceptance and appreciation en-
joyed by the Niwano Peace Prize with each passing
year are highly gratifying and augur well for the fur-
ther dissemination of the principles and practice of
interreligious cooperation. We hope through this
prize to make a modest contribution to further
widening the circle of interreligious cooperation and
thus to bringing about world peace and human pros-
perity, and we ask your continued assistance and
support in this endeavor.
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Maha Ghosananda preaches to priests out of doors.

The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
The Goal of the Niwano Peace Foundation

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the proliferation of nuclear weapons, the
squandering of precious natural resources on weap-
ons, famine and poverty in the developing nations,
social discrepancies and oppression, environmental
pollution, and spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a
spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all peo-
ple so that the foundations of a peaceful society may
be laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion
must begin by tearing down the walls erected by
each religion’s belief that its teachings alone repre-
sent absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted
cooperation to bring about a peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious co-
operation for the sake of peace and justice will ex-
tend in an ever-widening circle and that a growing
number of people will come forward to devote them-
selves to this cause. Indeed, we know that many peo-
ple of religion are already working earnestly to pro-
mote interreligious understanding and cooperation,
contributing to the cause of world peace through
their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage indi-

9
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viduals and organizations that have contributed sig-
nificantly to interreligious cooperation, thereby fur-
thering the cause of world peace, and to make their
achievements known as widely as possible the world
over. The Foundation hopes thus both to deepen
interreligious understanding and cooperation and
to stimulate the emergence of still more people de-
voting themselves to world peace. The first Niwa-
no Peace Prize was awarded to Archbishop Helder
Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983, the second to Dr.
Homer A. Jack of the United States, the third to Rev.
Zhao Pu Chu of China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A.
Potter of Dominica, the fifth to the World Muslim
Congress (Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami), the sixth to
His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief priest of the Tendai
sect of Buddhism in Japan, the seventh to Dr. Norman
Cousins of the U.S,, the eighth to Dr. Hildegard Goss-
Mayr of Austria, the ninth to Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne of
Sri Lanka, the tenth to Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
of Israel, the eleventh to His Eminence Cardinal
Paulo E. Arns of Brazil, the twelfth to Dr. M. Aram of
India, the thirteenth to Ms. Marii K. Hasegawa of the
U.S., and the fourteenth to the Corrymeela Commu-
nity of Northern Ireland.

Nominations and Selection

Religious leaders and eminent scholars in Japan
and overseas were asked to nominate candidates for
the fifteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their nominations
were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 1,000 people in 125 countries were asked
to submit nominations. All the nominees were
screened by a committee comprising seven represen-
tatives from Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and oth-
er religions.

Presentation

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
May at a special ceremony. The recipient is pres-
ented the main prize of a citation and subsidiary
prizes of 20 million yen and a medal. At the ceremo-
ny, the recipient delivers a commemorative address.

1
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Why Maha Ghosananda Was Selected
for the Niwano Peace Prize

Maha Ghosananda, 68, is a Supreme Patriarch of
Cambodian Buddhism and a well-known Buddhist
leader worldwide. In particular, he has played a ma-
jor role in various nonviolent activities to promote
reconciliation among the Cambodian people follow-
ing the nation’s civil strife, offering support to
refugees and encouraging the rebuilding of the na-
tion. His warm personality and great compassion
have won him accolades as “Cambodia’s Gandhi,”
“a Living Treasure,” and “the Living Truth.”

Cambodia achieved independence from French
colonial rule in 1953. In 1970, a coup took place after
which the monarchy was replaced by a pro-Ameri-
can democratic government, but there was no end to
the internal strife, and in 1975, Pol Pot established
Democratic Kampuchea. That government pursued
extreme communist policies, moving people from
urban centers to the countryside for forced labor.
Those other than farmers were severely persecuted,
and it is said that more than two million Cambodi-
ans, including the country’s leading intellectuals,
died of illness or starvation or were executed during
the three years and eight months of the Pol Pot
regime. Cambodian Buddhism was especially hard
hit, with the country’s 3,600 temples totally shut
down, and many members of what had once been a
60,000-strong Buddhist clergy persecuted and slain.
Only 3,000 names were listed again as members of
the priesthood after the Pol Pot regime collapsed in
1979.

Maha Ghosananda is one of those few remaining
Buddhist clergy. When civil war broke out in Cam-
bodia he was in southern Thailand engaged in the
discipline of meditation and escaped the worst of the
turmoil. Regrettably, however, most of his family in
Cambodia was slain by the Pol Pot forces.

Confronted by the tragedy that was engulfing his
country, Maha Ghosananda threw himself with vig-
or into the nonviolent peace movement, doing all he
could for his fellow Cambodians. He established
temples in all of the Cambodian refugee camps on
the Cambodia-Thailand border, including Sakeo and
Khao-ee-dang, and traveled from camp to camp to
preach. The sight of Ghosananda in his saffron robes
stirred the Cambodian refugees to tears. Their weep-

13
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Maha Ghosananda visits the Cambodian Red Cross.

ing is said to have echoed throughout the refugee
camps.

After the signing of the 1991 peace accord, Maha
Ghosananda led the first of the Dhammayietra Walks
for Peace and Reconciliation in emulation of Shakya-
muni, who led his disciples to places of strife and
warfare while practicing meditation and preaching
detachment from suffering and the way to peace.
When a procession led by Maha Ghosananda passed
through villages, hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
people are said to have followed it. Through these
Walks, Maha Ghosananda became a bridge of peace,
bringing together people who had been separated by
war, and wiped away their fears with his call for
peace. He has continued to promote nonviolent
means, not only for peace, but also for solutions to a
wide range of peace-threatening issues such as de-
forestation and the use of land mines.

Maha Ghosananda has had a profound influence
upon movements for peace around the globe
through his advisory role in such NGOs as the Inter-
national Network of Engaged Buddhists (INEB), the
Buddhist Peace Fellowship (BPF), and the Ponleu
Khmer, the citizens” advisory council to the Cambo-
dian Constitutional Assembly. He has been a leader
in interreligious communication, as evidenced by his
attendance at the Sixth Assembly of the World Con-
ference on Religion and Peace held in Italy in 1994.

15
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Maha Ghosananda opens one of his many writings
with the following verse:

The suffering of Cambodia has been deep.

From this suffering comes Great Compassion.
Great Compassion makes a Peaceful Heart.

A Peaceful Heart makes a Peaceful Person.

A Peaceful Person makes a Peaceful Family.

A Peaceful Family makes a Peaceful Community.
A Peaceful Community makes a Peaceful Nation.
And a Peaceful Nation makes a Peaceful World.
May all beings live in Happiness and Peace.

Maha Ghosananda offers his unlimited compassion
to all people, whether friend or foe. In both spirit
and deed, he has shown the way to a fundamental
resolution of regional and ethnic strife around the
world.

In bestowing the 15th Niwano Peace Prize upon
Maha Ghosananda, the Foundation wishes to ex-
press its highest esteem for his many years of devo-
tion to peace and for his contributions to justice and
harmony in the name of religious cooperation. We
commend his numerous achievements to date and
pray that many others will follow in his inspirational
footsteps.
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A Brief Biography of Maha Ghosananda

1929

1943
1953

1956

1957

1965

1978

1978

1980

1981

1983

Born in Takeo Province in south-central Cam-
bodia.

Initiated into the Cambodian Buddhist Order.

Entered Nalanda University in Bihar State, In-
dia.

Attended the Sixth Sangha Council of Bud-
dhism (2500 B.E.) at Kaba Aye Pagoda in Ran-
goon, Burma, as member of the Cambodian
delegation under its former Sangha Raja,
Chuon Nath.

Received doctoral degree from Nalanda Uni-
versity, title Maha Ghosananda bestowed.
Studied with contemporary masters of Bud-
dhism in Mahayana and Theravada traditions
in Japan and Cambodia.

Entered the hermitage of Thai meditation
master Venerable Achaan Dhammadaro.

Met first influx of Cambodian refugees enter-
ing Sakeo camp following expulsion of Khmer
Rouge regime from power. Distributed tracts
to the refugees, reminding them of the Bud-
dha’s words: “Hatred can never be appeased
by hatred, hatred can only be appeased by
love.”

Established temples in refugee camps on the
Thai-Cambodia border.

Represented Khmer nation-in-exile as consul-
tant to the U.N. Economic and Social Council.
Co-founded Inter-Religious Mission for Peace.
Launched ecumenical initiatives, world days
of prayer for “Peace in Cambodia and the
Whole World.”

Founded Buddhist temples in Cambodia and
Cambodian resettlement communities in
North America, Europe, and Australia; cur-
rently oversees temples, establishes cultural
and educational programs, sponsors medita-
tions for peace, sponsors training programs
for human rights advocacy and development
of nonviolent conflict resolution.

Met with Pope John Paul II in Rome to discuss
19
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religious basis for world peace before planned
meeting in Assisi.

1986 Invited by the pope to participate in Day of
Prayer for World Peace with world religious
leaders in Assisi (now an annual event always
attended by Maha Ghosananda).

1988-1991
Led contingents of Buddhist monks to U.N.-
sponsored Cambodian peace negotiations,
proposing a compromise and reminding na-
tional leaders that “peace is our common
goal.”

1988 Elected a Supreme Patriarch of Buddhism in
Cambodia.

1989 Granted honorary doctorate of humanitarian
service at Providence College, Providence, RI,
US.A.

1992 Received the title Samdech Preah from King
Sihanouk in Phnom Penh. Popularly known
as Samdech Song Santipeap (the leader of Re-
ligion for Peace) in Cambodia. Led the First
Dhammayietra (Walk for Peace and Reconcili-
ation) for one month through northern Cam-
bodia just prior to full implementation of
United Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC). “Step by Step: Medita-
tions on Wisdom and Compassion” by Maha
Ghosananda published by Parallax Press,
U.S.A. (now published in Khmer, Thai, Span-
ish, Portuguese, and Japanese). Awarded 1992
Rafto Foundation Prize for Human Rights,
Bergen, Norway.

1993 Led Second Dhammayietra through area of
civil war before first Cambodian elections, en-
couraging citizens to overcome fear of politi-
cal violence and intimidation and exercise
their right to vote. Named honorary leader
of Ponleu Khmer, citizens” advisory council
to the Cambodian Constitutional Assembly.
Ponleu Khmer presents proposals for the pro-
tection of human rights and for nonviolent
resolution of the continuing Cambodian con-
flict. Invited to attend the Parliament of the
World’s Religions in Chicago.

1994 Asked to bless the opening ceremony of the
21
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1995

Interfaith Pilgrimage for Peace and Life at
Auschwitz, Poland. Led Third Dhammayietra
through the most heavily war-torn western
province of Cambodia. The walk was caught
in crossfire between government and rebel
forces, and two peace walkers were killed.
Proclaiming “This violence is indeed the rea-
son we walk,” Maha Ghosananda led the
Dhammayietra to its completion. Led contin-
gent of highest-ranking monks to peace ne-
gotiations held under the auspices of King
Sihanouk in Pyongyang, North Korea, and to
a second round of negotiations later in Phnom
Penh. Led interreligious delegation to peace
negotiations in Colombo, Sri Lanka, to help
seek an end to that country’s long-standing
civil war. Nominated for 1994 Nobel Prize
for Peace by U.S. Senator Claiborne Pell,
Chairman of Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

Nominated for a second time by Sen. Pell and
an anonymous Nobel laureate for the 1995
Nobel Prize for Peace.

January
Dedicated Disabled Persons’ Center, Phnom

Penh.

February.
International Network of Engaged Buddhists
(INEB) conference, ashram, Nakhon, Nayok,
Thailand

March
International Women’s Day, Phnom Penh/
Battambang; Buddhist Teachers’” Meeting

(Asian-Western), Dharamsala, India

April

International Consultancy on Religion, Educa-
tion and Culture, Atami, Japan; International
Consultancy on Religion, Education and Cul-
ture, Windsor Castle, England

May
Cambodian Engaged Buddhist Nuns and Lay-
women, conference in Takmau

May—June
Led Fourth Dhammayietra for Peace and Rec-
onciliation in Cambodia, walking from the
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1996

Thai border to the Vietnamese border. Contin-
ued calls for peace negotiations and educating
public about the ongoing dangers from land
mines and unexploded ordnance in Cambo-
dia.

September

Preparatory meeting for a Peace Council,
U.K,; led International Peace Day Ceremonies,
during Cambodian Festival of the Dead, for a
ban on land mines; attended Gorbachev Foun-
dation State of the World Forum.

October

Attended U.N. Review Conference on the
Convention on Conventional Weapons to pre-
sent the suffering of ordinary people due to
land mines and plead for a total ban on them;
toured Italy at invitation of the Italian Cam-
paign to Ban Land Mines.

November

Founding meeting of the Peace Council at
Windsor Castle, England. The Peace Council
includes several Nobel laureates and high
representatives of all major world religions.

Nominated for the Nobel Prize for Peace for
third year in a row. Nominated in 1996 by
American Friends Service Committee (1967
Nobel Prize recipients).

February
Led Ban Mines Week parade in Phnom Penh
for a ban on land mines.

April

Attended U.N. Review Conference on Con-
ventional Weapons, Geneva, to plead for a to-
tal ban on land mines.

May-June

Led the Fifth Dhammayietra for Peace and
Reconciliation in Cambodia, focusing on de-
forestation and the role played by the mili-
tary, illegal logging and the ongoing civil war.
Drew a link between healthy forests and the
life of the Buddhist order. Members of the
Peace Council join the walk.

July
Invited to represent Theravada Buddhist lin-
eage at Gesthemane Encounter, a Christian-
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Maha Ghosananda leads anti-land mine march.

Buddhist Monastic Dialogue at Gesthemane
Abbey, U.S.A.

September
Met with oppressed Nobel laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi and Buddhist Sangha in Burma.

October
Participated in the World Forum in San Fran-
cisco, Calif.

November

Met with Bishop Ruiz and members of Zap-
atistas in Chiapas, Mexico, as a member of the
Peace Council.

December

Met with members of Khmer Rouge to ar-
range a route for the 1997 Sixth Dhammayietra
in Cambodia. Was Patron of conference on
Buddhism and Peace in Battambang, Cambo-
dia, which was organized by Buddhism for
Development group and was attended by rep-
resentatives of different militant factions.

Nominated by a former Nobel laureate (anon-
ymous) for the Nobel Prize for Peace for a
fourth time.
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March-April

Led the Sixth Dhammayietra through areas of
Cambodia which were, until a few months be-
fore, under the total control of the Khmer
Rouge. The people in the areas through which
the walk passed witnessed the first freely or-
ganized event in their lives. Walk successfully
concluded at the Angkor period ruins of
Bantey Chammar.

May

Invited by His Holiness the Dalai Lama to co-
lead an ecumenical service for Tibet at the Na-
tional Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

June

As a Patron of the organization, he attended
the International Network of Engaged Bud-
dhists conference in Kanchanaburi province,
Thailand, which brought together Buddhist
social activists from throughout Asia and
around the world. Visited Halockhani refugee
camp on the Burma-Thai border at the invita-
tion of the New Mon Relief Committee.
August

After the coup d’état in July he led the first
mass event calling for an end to the use of vio-
lence in Cambodian power struggles. He later
traveled to Sri Lanka, where he received an
award for peacemaking from the Sarvodaya
organization.

29



BLIA BRI

FO KL (Dhammayietra)
(—#h—#4, FHNIMITT)

A& Ko A FGEOIGENE, ¥ (Dhamma) DT TH Y
{LDITT .

REDFE ) IFFERBIC-L 26N TVWET, ERHEEIE
D DOKRTY,

YooK, WAEHY, B0 0, BEAdY ., EFH
D, B Y ., REFHY 95

RIEIL
MoDEWEE (WEF) 2EKLI T,

Thbb

ZOWMDANEIIBNT, TRTHPETHDLEVHIEHNVE
(R

EOREIZOWTOENESE (45)
EOWHIZOVWTOBEVWESE ()
EDWHANEELPHEIZOVWTOEVESE (GEH) T,
INAERBORETT,

REIAD L HIZEbNF Lz, [MAFEIE, EREEZFTML .,
EAS 2 2 L2 X D LORIA RO 2ED/2HIZEDD
EWEIZ#HZ L] &, vedana (Y =—¥F+—) &id
W= FECHMAD [% (EE)] 2EKRL, [#OIREE
KhsbovnEd, ?

PVERIZFLATH Y,
AP EREITHELATHY,
£ 1.T
FOELLTH VA
DT,

Ll

HEIZ IOV TENZOTY |
7z ziE

DIERL T8 LA, & (dukkha)

i<

30

Commemorative Address

Dhammayietra, step by step for peace.

Our work for peace is the work of the Dhamma, of
the Buddha.

The enlightenment of the Buddha is compared to a
Bodhi tree, the tree of enlightenment. The tree has
roots, trunk, branches, leaves, flowers and fruit.

The Fruit is the Four Noble Truths,

The noble truth of suffering,

The noble truth of the causes of suffering,

The noble truth of the ceasing of suffering,

The noble truth of the middle path leading to the
ceasing of suffering that is the fruit of the Bodhi tree.

Therefore, the Buddha says, “The Buddha teaches
the Four Noble Truths to those who understand feel-
ing, who meditate on feeling meditation.”

Feeling in Pali means suffering.
That which is suffering is called vedana.

Pleasant feeling is suffering, unpleasant feeling is
suffering, and neutral feeling is also suffering,
dukkha, but we are ignorant!

We eat good food and feel good, but soon we must
go to the toilet, that is an unpleasant feeling, that is
suffering.

Unpleasant feeling is suffering itself. A neutral feel-
ing is composed of other things, and is therefore suf-
fering.

To stop vedanad is to stop suffering. Meditation is the
cure, nirodha—the cessation of suffering. This is the

fruit of the Bodhi.

The Branches are paticcasamuppida—Dependent Aris-
ing.

This arises because of that arising.
This ceases because that ceases.
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Feeling is the cause.
If we stop the feeling, we stop craving and suffering.

The Flowers and Leaves are the 37 Elements of En-
lightenment,

Four Foundations of Mindfulness,

Four Efforts,

Four Psychic Powers,

Five Faculties,

Five Powers,

Seven Faculties of Enlightenment, and

The Eightfold Path.

All gathering together in feeling!

Therefore, leaves and flowers come together in feel-
ing.
From contact feeling springs up.

The Roots of the Bodhi tree are the Six Conditions—
Greed, Anger, and Ignorance and

Non-Greed, Non-Anger and Non-Ignorance.

All of these roots gather together in feeling.

If we can control feeling, we can change all of the six
conditions into . . . Enlightenment!

Stopping greed, anger, and ignorance gives rise to
Charity, Loving Kindness, and Wisdom.

Greed is compared to the Rooster, lusting greed,
which comes from pleasant feeling. If we meditate
on feeling meditation and see the rising and ceasing
of this pleasant feeling every moment then we can
stop it in the eyes, the ears, the nose, the tongue, the
body and the mind, and we then develop charity—
non-greed.

The snake is anger, and anger comes from unpleas-
ant feeling.

If we know how to stop unpleasant feeling by medi-
tation,

then we can stop anger.

The pig is ignorance.

If we know how to meditate on neutral feeling,

then we can stop being ignorant.

Then we become Buddha,

the Enlightened One.
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Therefore the Buddha says,
“All the dhamma are gathering together in feeling.”

The Trunk is Name and Form.
That is the five aggregates, but we can summarize
the five aggregates into name and form.

They are the cooks preparing food for feeling to eat.
Feeling is the eater. That which eats everything is
vedana.

It has six mouths to eat all things. Through the eye it
eats material form.

Pleasant form = pleasant feeling
Unpleasant form = unpleasant feeling

No consciousness of form = neutral feeling
Pleasant words = pleasant feeling
Unpleasant words = unpleasant feeling

No consciousness of words = neutral feeling
Pleasant smell = pleasant feeling

No consciousness of smell = neutral feeling

The Buddha gains enlightenment through anapana-
sati.

Who is the Buddha? One who is mindful of Breath-
ing.

After six years he discovered this.

And so with taste too,

I eat this food because of hunger.

To stop overeating and hunger.

Both are suffering.

The same with feeling.

Mind is the greatest mouth.

Good ideas = pleasant feeling

Not good ideas = unpleasant feeling
No attention to ideas = neutral feeling
Feeling is like a tape recorder,

it records everything with six recorders.
Feeling has six mouths, to eat all.

We are what we eat—

We are the world and we eat the world. If we under-
stand this, we understand all the teaching of the
Buddha.

We have an inner world and an outer world.
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The inner world is the six mouths and the outer
world is the six types of food: forms, smells, tastes,
sounds, physical contact, and ideas.

We are what we eat—
now you eat the dhamma and become a Buddha.

Dhamma is peace itself.

Therefore, if we want to make peace, we have to
know the Dhamma.

And all the dhamma are gathering together in feel-
ing.

We have to meditate on feeling in every step.

Step by step.

We also can follow the Buddha.

When we suffer, we can meditate step by step until
the stopping of suffering. If we want to stop suffer-
ing, we have to stop feeling, vedana, that gives rise to
greed, anger, and ignorance.

This is the legacy of the Buddha. The heritage of the
Buddha.

We are the children of the Buddha.

We have to follow the footprints of our enlightened
father.

The footprints are the practice of mindfulness of feel-
ing.

May all beings practice this way of peace.
May it be so.
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Maha Ghosananda leads the Sixth Dhammayietra in 1997.

HRSTOWFETETBH 3V FIEME (F6@MI> 7Y +T)
The 1997 Walk continues in the Cambodian countryside.
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Maha Ghosananda blesses a village child with sacred water.
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FHATEERCHEE T IV 40
Bringing the Buddha’s teachings to the field.
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A Message to Maha Ghosananda
From Rev. Trevor Williams,
Leader of the Corrymeela Community

(recipient of the fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize)

The annual Niwano Peace Prize draws attention of
the world to what can be achieved by an individual
or organisation dedicated to world peace. When vio-
lence dominates the world’s media, the opportunity
to give prominence to the achievements of those
working for peace is essential if hope is to survive.

Learning more about your life and work is a great
encouragement for all who seek to find the way of
peace in the midst of suffering. You have shown us
what it means to live by the principles of your reli-
gious convictions and your example is a powerful
aid in promoting interreligious understanding and
cooperation.

For decades your country has suffered incalculable
atrocities leading to persecution, widespread denial
of human rights, and the death of millions of your
compatriots. The Buddhist community in Cambodia
suffered terrible loss.

You responded to these atrocities not in anger or
revenge, but in leadership for a nonviolent peace
movement. You provided a focus for many thou-
sands of your countrymen and women whereby they
could confront their pain and fear, and find “another
way,” the way of peace.

You have written and your life has shown us that
deep suffering can create Great Compassion. From
this sense of inner peace, the transformation of fami-
ly, community, nation and the world is possible.

Congratulations on receiving the Fifteenth Niwano
Peace Prize and may your life and work continue to
inspire others in the work of peace throughout our
world.
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History and Purpose
of the Niwano Peace Foundation

The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in
December 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniver-
sary of Rissho Kosei-kai. Internationally, Founder
Nikkyo Niwano and Rissho Kosei-kai have actively
promoted interreligious cooperation for world peace
through the World Conference on Religion and
Peace (WCRP) and the International Association for
Religious Freedom (IARF). He is honorary president
of WCRP’s International Committee and of the IARF.
Domestically, they have advocated and supported
the Movement for a Brighter National Community.

To attain peace—that difficult ideal for which hu-
mankind has striven since prehistory—cooperation
among religious leaders to form a unified force that
will bring about slow but steady progress has be-
come increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, however, by a limited
number of religious leaders. Rather the task must
combine all sectors of society as a whole and gather
the wisdom of all in forming a stable central body.
For this purpose, equally important is the formation
of an economic infrastructure. That is why, in this
period of confusion, the Niwano Peace Foundation
was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of
world peace and the enhancement of culture, the
foundation also financially assists research activities
and projects based on a religious spirit concerning
thought, culture, science, education, and related sub-
jects. Symposiums and international exchange activi-
ties which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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