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Brief Personal History of
Dr. A.T. Ariyaratne
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1956~57

1958

1960

1964

1961~67

1967

Born in Unawatuna, the southern part of
Sri Lanka, November 5.

Completed secondary education at Mahin-
da College, Galle, and started teaching at
Bouna Vista Junior and Senior High
School.

Started community development work for
poor coir workers in the villages.

Entered the Government Teachers Train-
ing College and graduated as a secondary
science teacher in 1957. Started the Govern-
ment Training College Social Service
League and worked as its president.
During weekends and vacations visited
most backward communities in all parts of
the country and studied for himself the
conditions under which people were living.
Started a Backward Communities Develop-
ment Council and drew attention the
appalling conditions under which people
were living. Along with a friend who served
in the government, delivered many lectures
and wrote articles on the problems of the
backward communities.

Visited India and studied Gandhian activ-
ities and the Land Gift Movement of
Acharya Vinoba Bhave.

Joined the Staff of Nalanda College,
Colombo, as a science teacher.

Joined the College Social Service League
as vice-president and commenced the first
Backward Communities Study Service
Camps from the village of Kanatholuwa.
Married Neetha Dhammachari Elpitiarach-
chi (the first full-time volunteer of Sar-
vodaya).

Earned the Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Vidyodaya University, Sri Lanka.

Under the banner of the Sarvodaya
Shramadana Movement organized hun-
dreds of Shramadana camps (gift of labor
camps) in all parts of the country. All
racial, religious, and age groups were
brought together, living under one roof
working and satisfying community needs.
Joint secretary of the Mahathma Gandhi
Birth Centenary Celebrations and launched
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the first Hundred Village Development
Scheme.

1971 Youth insurrection in Sri Lanka. Worked
hard to prevent violence and rehabilitate
youth. Number of Sarvodaya villages
expanded to over 400.

1972~80 Resigned from teaching and become a full-

time volunteer of the Sarvodaya Move-
ment.
Consolidation of village development activ-
ities including village industries, basic
needs satisfaction programs, and spiritual,
cultural and peace activities.

1981 Sri Jayawardenapura University of Sri
Lanka awarded a Doctor of Letters (D.
Litt.) degree.

1983 Emilio Aguinaldo College of Medicine,
Republic of the Philippines, awarded the
Doctor of Humanities (D. H.) degree.

1983~91 The Sinhala Tamil communal riots. Trav-
eled all over Sri Lanka bringing people
together and organizing activities of peace
and harmony.

Launched peace marches, peace seminars,
peace conferences, and peace meditation
programs.

Organized Five R Programme, which
include, Relief, Rehabilitation, Reconcilia-
tion, Reconstruction, and Reawakening.
The number of Sarvodaya villages expand-
ed to 8,600.

Contributions to International Development

and Peace

Elected and served as an executive member of the

World Assembly of Youth, Brussels. Was also an

executive member of the International Council of

Voluntary Organizations (ICVO).

Started village link-up programs between commu-

nities in Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, Canada,

Great Britain, and Sri Lanka, establishing interna-

tional peace relations.

Conducted lecture tours on all continents, explaining

the Sarvodaya philosophy and development. Attended

a large number of international seminars and confer-

ences, mostly as a keynote speaker.

Has worked closely with UNICEF, WHO, and other

U. N. specialied agencies.
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Has delivered many memorial lectures, including the
Schumacher Memorial Lecture in U. K. and Kamal
Nayan Bajaj lecture series in India.

Has worked as a temporary consultant to WHO,
UNICEF, the World Bank, and the Parliamentary
Council of Europe.

Has attended many world conferences on peace, in-
cluding the Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamen-
tary Leaders on Human Survival Oxford and Mos-
COw.

Was a founder board member of CILCA (Comite’
International de Liason du Corps pour I’Alimentation:
International Liaison Committee for Food Corps
Programs).

Major Awards

1969 Ramon Magasaysay Award, Republic of
the Philippines

1982 King Baudouin Award for International
Development, Belgium

1986 First Alan Shawn Feinstein World Hunger
Award, Brown University, U.S.A.

1986 Deshabandu Award, Sri Lanka

1990 The August Forel Award, Denmark

1990 Jamnalal Bajaj International Award, India.

Publications

(His writings have been translated into several lan-

guages.)

Has contributed several hundred articles to national
and international journals on subjects ranging from
Buddhist philosophy and development to world peace.
Author of five volumes of collected works.

Author of “Power Pyramid and Dharmic Cycle.”
Present Positions Held

President, Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement of Sri
Lanka

President, Central Council of Social Service of Sri
Lanka

Chairman, Asia and Pacific Bureau of Adult
Education-Region Sri Lanka

President, Sri Lanka-China Society

Member of CILCA Board, Mexico

Member of International Commission on Peace and
Food, U.S.A.

Member of World Hunger Program U.S.A.
Chairman of Board of Trustees, Asian Institute of
Rural Development, India
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