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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by
many problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squan-
dering of precious natural resources on the arms race,
famine and poverty in the developing nations, in-
humane discrepancies and oppression, environmental
pollution, and spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important
duty of fostering mutual understanding and trust and
a spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all
people so that the foundations of a peaceful society
may be laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion
must begin by tearing down the walls erected by each
religion’s belief that its teachings alone represent
absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted coopera-
tion to bring about a peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious
cooperation for the sake of peace and justice will
spread in ever-widening circles and that a growing
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number of people will come forward to devote them-
selves to this cause. Indeed, we know that many
people of religion are already working earnestly to
promote interreligious understanding and coopera-
tion, contributing to the cause of world peace through
their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individ-
uals and organizations that have contributed signifi-
cantly to interreligious cooperation in a spirit of
religion and thereby furthering the cause of world
peace, and to make their achievements known as
widely as possible the world over. The Foundation
hopes thus both to deepen interreligious understanding
and cooperation and to stimulate the emergence of
still more people devoting themselves to world peace.
The first Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to Arch-
bishop Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983, the
second to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the United States, the
third to Zhao Pu Chu of the People’s Republic of
China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica,
the fifth to the World Muslim Congress (Motamar
Al-Alam Al-Islami), the sixth to His Eminence Etai
Yamada of the chief abbot of the Tendai sect of
Buddhism of Japan, the seventh to Dr. Norman
Cousins of the United States, and the eighth to Dr.
Hildegard Goss-Mayr of Austria.

Nomination and Selection

People of religions and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the eighth Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 724 people in 119 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominees were screened
by a committee comprising six representatives from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
May at a ceremony. The recipient is presented with
the main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary prize
of ¥20 million and a medal. Following the presen-
tation ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemora-
tive address.



