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Dear Doctor Ariyaratne: 
The news that you have b<,:en chosen for the ninth 

NIWANO PEACE PRIZE is giving me great joy. I 
want to express to you my very warm and sincere 
congratulations! 

Your country, torn by civ il war for so many 
years, has been very much in my prayers and our 
movement, the International Fellowshi p of Reconcilia­
tion, has given incessant ly attention to this conflict 
that has brought so much suffer ing upon people on 
both sides. 

It is for this reason that your peacebuilding 
efforts are of such great importance: helpi ng people to 
discover non-violent ways of solvi ng the conflict, 
undoing the enemy images, providing space to get to 
know each other and thus to accept to pardon and ask 
to be pardoned. It rea lly needs strong faith, the power 
of compassion and of self-giving love as well as deep 
respect for every human being in order to advance 
towards justice and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. 

It is because of these rare va lues that you are 
awarded the Niwano Peace Prize. It is with grateful­
ness that I am thinking of the Sarvodaya Shramadana 
Movement of Sri Lanka. I am sure that the N iwano 
Peace Prize wi ll g ive strong moral and po li t ica l sup­
port to your work . 

Mayall your endeavours be richly blessed. Once 
more: CO GRATULATIOI S! 
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