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History and Purpose
of the Niwano Peace Foundation

The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in
December 1978 to commemorate the fortieth anniver-
sary of Rissho Kosei-kai and celebrated its twentieth
anniversary last December. Internationally, Founder
Nikkyo Niwano and Rissho Kosei-kai have actively
promoted inter-religious cooperation for world peace
through the World Conference on Religion and Peace
(WCRP) and the International Association for Reli-
gious Freedom (IARF). He is honorary president of
WCRP’s International Committee and of the IARF.
Domestically, they have advocated and supported
the Movement for a Brighter National Community.

To attain peace—that difficult ideal for which hu-
mankind has striven since prehistory—cooperation
among religious leaders to form a unified force that
will bring about slow but steady progress has become
increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, however, by a limited
number of religious leaders. Rather the task must
combine all sectors of society as a whole and gather
the wisdom of all in forming a stable central body.
For this purpose, equally important is the formation
of an economic infrastructure. That is why, in this
period of confusion, the Niwano Peace Foundation
was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of
world peace and the enhancement of culture, the
foundation also financially assists research activities
and projects based on a religious spirit concerning
thought, culture, science, education, and related sub-
jects. Symposiums and international exchange activi-
ties which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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