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PROGRAM FOR 
THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF 
THE SIXTEENTH NIWANO PEACE PRIZE 

Friday, May 7, 1999 
Hotel CENTURY HY A IT 

PRESENTATION CEREMONY (10:30-12:00) 

Prelude (Music) 
Opening Prayer 
Report on Nominations and Selection 

--Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman 
Presentation of the Prize 

--Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President 
Address 

- -Rev. N ichiko Niwano, President 
Congratulatory Messages 

Minister of Education, Science and Culture 
--Mr. Akito Arima 

Ambassador of Ap ostolic NlU1cia ture 
--His Excellency Archbishop Ambrose B. De Paoli 

President, Japan Religions League 
- - Rev. Mitsuhiro Fukata 

Commemorative Address 
President of the C0I1U11unity of Sant'Egidio 

--Prof. Andrea Riccardi 

Prayer for Peace 

RECEPTION (12:00- 13:30) 

Opening Greetings 
--Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman 

Congratulatory Message 
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Greetings 

Motoyuki Naganuma 
Chairman , The Niwano Peace Foundation 

The N iwano Peace Foundation has selec ted the Com­
l11lU1ity of Sant'Egidio in Rome as the recipient of the 
sixteenth Niwano Peace Prize, 

The Community is a Roman Catholic lay association 
based on the spirit of prayer for peace, and for more 
than thirty years has devoted itself to supporting vol­
unteer social \,velfare activities in Rome and other 
parts of Italy, 

In concrete terms, the Communjty has built centers 
for the poor and disabled, provides donations of food 
for the needy, promotes continuing ca re for the eld­
erly, and seeks employment opportunities for the 
homeless, Since 1987 the Community has sponsored 
an annual Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace 
in various parts of Europe to encourage religious dia­
logue and cooperation among different faiths, At the 
same time, the CommLUuty plays a leading role in me­
diating conflicts, such as that in Mozambique, 

It is a grea t pleasure for us to hold this presentation 
ceremony to recognize the achievements of the Com­
mLUuty of Sant'Egidio in the presence of so many 
di stinguished gues ts from different fi elds, 

The growing recoglution for and appreciation of the 
Niwano Peace Prize with each succeeding yea r are 
ex tremely gratifying to everyone associated \,vith 
the foundation, This holds grea t promise for the fu­
ture promotion of the principles and practice of inter­
religious cooperation toward world peace for which 
the Foundation \,vas es tablished, We would like to 
express our deep appreciation to all those vvho have 
contributed to the success of our activities, Nothing 
would give us grea ter sa ti sfaction than if through the 
presentation of this year's pri ze to the Community 
we could make a modes t contribution to bringing 
about world peace and increased human prosperity, 
and we ask your continued assistance and support in 
this endeavor. 
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize 

The Goal of the N iwano Peace Foundation 

The "'lorld in w hich we live today is beset by m an y 
problems: the proliferation of nuclear weapons, the 
squandering of precious natural resources on "veap­
ons, famine and poverty in the developing nations, 
socia l discrepancies and oppression, enviromnental 
p ollution, and spiJ.'itual decadence. 

Today, religion is charged with the important duty 
of foster ing mutual unders tanding and trust and a 
spi rit of coop era tion and fellowship among all peo­
ple so tha t the fOlmdations of a peaceful society may 
be la id , To discharge this duty, people of religion 
mus t begin by tearing dow n the walls erected by 
each religion's be lief tha t its teachings alone repre­
sent absolute truth, joinin g hands in wholehearted 
coopera tion to bring about a peaceful society, 

We a t the N iwano Peace Foundation hope above 
all tha t the ideals and activities of inter-religious co­
operation for the sake of peace and justice will ex­
tend in an ever-"videning circle and that a growing 
number of people w ill com e forward to devo te them­
selves to this cause, Indeed, we know that many p eo­
ple of religion are alread y ,.vorking ea rnes tly to pro­
mote inter-religious lmderstanding and cooperation, 
contributing to the ca use of world peace thl'Ough 
their solidarity, 

Th e N iwano Peace Founda tion es tablished the 
N i"'lano Peace Prize to honor and encourage indi­
viduals and organizations tha t have contributed 
significantly to inter-religious cooperation, thereby 
furthering the ca use of world p eace, and to make 
their achievem ents knovvn as widely as possible the 
world over. The Foundation hopes thus both to 
deepen inter-religious understanding and coopera­
tion and to stimulate the emergence of still more 
people devoting themselves to world peace. The first 
Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to Archbishop 
Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983; the second 
to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the United States; the third 
to Rev. Zhao Pu Chu of China; the fourth to Dr. 
Philip A. Potter of Dominica; the fifth to the World 
M uslim Congress (Motamar AI-Alam AI-Islami); the 
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sixth to His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief pries t of 
the Tendai sect of Buddhism in Japan; the seventh to 
Dr. Norman Cousins of the U.S.; the eighth to Dr. 
Hildegard Goss-Mayr of Austria; the ninth to Dr. A. 
T. Ariyara tne of Sri Lanka; the tenth to Neve 
Shalom / Wahat ai-Salam of Israel; the eleventh to 
His Eminence Cardinal Paulo E. Arns of Brazil; the 
twelfth to Dr. M. Aram of India; the thirteenth to Ms. 
Marii K. Hasegawa of the U.s.; the fourteenth to the 
Corrymeela Community of Northern Ireland; and 
the fifteenth to Sa mdech Preah Malia Ghosananda of 
Cambodia. 

Nominations and Selection 

Religious leaders and eminent scholars in Japan and 
overseas were asked to nominate candidates for the 
sixteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their nominations 
were sent to the Foundation for screening. 

So that the religions of the world are represented 
equitably, 1,000 people in 125 counh'ies were asked 
to submit nominations. All the nominees were 
screened by a committee comprising seven represen­
ta tives from Buddlusm, Clu'is timuty, Islam, and other 
religions. 

Presentation 

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in 
May at a special ceremony. The recipient is presented 
the main prize of a citation and subsidiary prizes of 
20 nUllion yen and a medal. At the ceremony, the re­
cipient delivers a cOlmnemorative address. 

11 
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Why the Community of Sant'Egidio Was 
Selected for the Niwano Peace Prize 

The N iwano Peace FOlmda tion (Nichiko Niwano, 
president; Motoyuki Naga numa, chairman ) has cho­
sen the Commlmity of Sa nt'Egidio in Rome, headed 
by Prof. Andrea Riccardi, as the recipient of the six­
teenth N iwano Peace Prize, The Community is a 
Roman Ca tholic lay assoc iation recognized by the 
Va tican tha t is involved in a "vide range of ac tivities, 
including caring for the poor and hungry among im­
migrant groups, the elderly, and the homeless; p ro­
moting dialogue among people of diHerent faiths; 
and reconciling the pa rties in armed conflicts, The 
prize decision is the result of careful deliberation by 
a selec tion cOlTllnittee of seven members represent­
ing the Buddhis t, ClU'is tian, and Islamic faiths, "vho 
chose from nom ina tions offered by some 1,000 rec­
ognized authorities in 125 different cOlmtries. 

The Community of Sant'Egidio origina ted in 1968 
w ith a group of ten s tudents a t a secondary school in 
Rome, Prof. Riccardi was one of those students and 
played a leading role in the group 's formation. Their 
goal was to reflec t sincerely upon the word of God 
as conveyed by the Gospels and to app ly the lessons 
lea rned in society, The group went out into the 
streets of Rome and began by teaching the children of 
poor fa m..i Lies tha t had moved to Rome from the south 
seeking work. This small experiment won the sympa­
thy of many people and the group's membership 
grew. At that time in Rome, the numbers of migrants 
from "vi thin Italy and immigrants from abroad "vere 
growing. Left out of the mainstream of society, they 
suffered from extreme poverty and many also were 
the victims of loneliness and violence. The Commu­
nity of Sant'Egidio joined hands with them, vowing to 
work together to ease their p light. The Community 
has remained true to its original promise, even as its 
ac tivities have become increasingly diversified and 
widespread . 

More than thirty years la ter, the Community of 
Sant'Egidio now has a membership of some 18,000 
vollmteers of all ages and fro m a ll walks of li fe . The 
core of the Commurtity is composed of vigorous men 
and women in their 20s, 30s, an d 40s who dedica te 
their free tim e in the afternoons and evenings after 

13 
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their daytime jobs to work as vollmteers in any way 
they can. 

While the Conummity's activities are centered in 
Rome, it also has ongoing programs in Genoa, Naples, 
Florence, and other parts of Italy. Elsewhere, it can be 
found at work in more than 20 cOlmtries in Emope, 
Central America, Africa, and Asia. 

The Commlmity focuses on society's ,,\Teak and 
poverty-stricken. COl1UnLUuty vollmteers suppor t ed­
ucational activities in the poor districts of major cities 
and have worked to build recovery and h'eatment cen­
ters for AIDS patients, drug addicts, the disabled, and 
others. The CommlUuty also has been giving great 
attention to caring for the elderly who are no longer 
able to support themselves, as well as for elderly im­
migrants. Specifically, COlmnunity volLmteers pro­
vide emergency support for facilities that care for the 
aged; provide food; and assist in vocational and lan­
guage h·aining. The Commmuty also has led a munber 
of campaigns to recognize the basic human rights of 
llmnigrants, turning the ll,tolerance and racism di­
rected agalllst them llltO tolerance. It also has provided 
tens of thousands of meals for the homeless, and has 
prepared and distributed detailed pamphlets show­
lllg where free meals and lodgings are available. 

Inter-religious dialogue and cooperation repre­
sent another llnportant facet of the Conu1llUuty of 
Sant'Egidio's activities, In 1986, Pope Jolm Paul II 
called for a Day of Prayer for World Peace to be held 
III Assisi and participated III by people of all reli­
gions. Startlllg in the followlllg year, the CommLUuty 
has annually sponsored III various European loca­
tions lllternational gatherlllgs lllspll'ed by Assisi. 
Last year marked the twelfth such gathering of reli­
gious leaders from aroLUld the world representing 
different faiths. These meetings provide an llwalu­
able forum for lllterfaith dialogue. 

A unique characteristic of the Community of 
Sant'Egidio is its involvement III efforts to stop re­
gional conflicts, an extremely difficult global issue. 
For example, during the fightlllg in Mozambique 
that claimed the lives of one million people, the 
ConU1llmity held frequent official and lmofficial 
meetlllgs with both govenunent and antigovenmlent 
forces. In 1992, an agreement to end the fightlllg was 
signed at last between both sides followlllg media­
tion by the Italian govermnent, the CommLUuty of 
Sant'Egidio, and the Roman Catholic Church III 
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Mozambique. The Conununity continues to mediate 
conflicts in a similar way in such places as Lebanon, 
Albania, Algeria, Angola, Bunmdi, the former Yu­
goslavia, Guatemala, Somalia, and Sudan. 

The Word of God has been the basis for all that the 
Conuntmity of Sant'Egidio has tmdertaken. Here the 
",,,ord "coillintmity" means much more than simply 
living toge ther. The Conunmuty of Sant'Egidio is 
made up of people of faith ",,,ho choose to live with 
all peoples as children of God . They are motiva ted by 
the strong belief tha t we are all brothers and sisters, 
members of the same human family, and as such our 
love should be shared not only with our own families 
and friends within our own countries, but also with 
o thers of different etlu1ic backgrounds and cultures. 

The ConU11tmity of Sant'Egidio has won worldwide 
respect for the depth of its religious faith and for the 
initiatives it has taken to become a "working religious 
commmuty." Its leaderslup has given courage and 
hope to religious people in Italy and tlu'oughout the 
",,,orld. 

In awarding the Sixteenth Niwano Peace Prize to 
the COlllinUluty of Sant'Egidio, the Niwano Peace 
Fotmdation wishes to express its grea t es teem for the 
Conunmuty's dedica tion to social justice and world 
peace. We cOlllinend the COllli11tmity's sigluficant 
acluevements to da te and pray that numerous others 
will follow in their footsteps. 

A"'ut*~O)Hl'gvl::;P:fD0)11i 1 )O)mfi ( r:l- <' 1996) 

Tenth Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace, Rome, 1996 
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A Brief History of 
the Community of Sant'Egidio 

1968 FmU1ded by a group of ten high school stu­
dents, headed by Andrea Riccardi, in the center 
of Rome. 
Began work with the poor in the city of Rome, 

1970s Began support of migrants from southern Italy 
in Rome early in the decade. 

1974 Established in Naples to wrestle with the prob­
lems and poverty of southern Italy due to a 
cholera epidemic. 

1976 Began to mediate a dispute between Renamo 
(the Mozambique National Resistance) and the 
Mozambique government, in response to an 
appeal by Dom Jaime Goncalves, Archbishop 
of Beira. 

1980s Interceded on behalf of some Christian vil­
lages to lift the siege mmU1ted by the Druse in 
the mOlmtains in Lebanon. 
Increased support for refugees and poor im­
migrants, as many came to Rome from outside 
the cOlmtry , 

1986 In the spirit of the Day of Prayer for World 
Peace convoked by Pope Jolu1 Paul II in Assisi, 
on Oct. 27, many members took part together 
with leaders of va rious religions, 
Recognized as a Lay Public Association within 
the Roman Catholic Church, 

1987 Promulgated the basic idea of a day of prayer, 
when all religiously minded persons, side by 
side and muted in their common horror of war, 
may pray toge ther for peace. 
A series of illmual international inter-religious 
meetings was begun. The first was held at 
Santa Maria in Trastevere in Rome, with the 
theme " together to call for peace," 

1988 Held the Second Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Rome) . 

1989 Held the Third Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Warsaw), 
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1990 Held the Fourth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Bari, Italy). 

1991 Held the Fifth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Malta). Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, the vice-prime minister of Egypt and 
former UN secretary general, attended. 

1992 Participated in the ceremony at which a peace 
and cease-fire agreement was signed, bring­
ing an end to the civil war in Mozambique. 
Held the Sixth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Brussels). 

1993 Held the Seventh In.ter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Milan) . 

1994 Held the Eighth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Assisi). 

1995 Supported a meeting for se ttling the dispute 
in Algeria. 
Held the Ninth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Florence). 

1996 Held the Tenth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Rome). 

1997 Held the Eleventh Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Padua-Venice). 

1998 Held the Twelfth Inter-religious Meeting of 
Prayer for Peace (Bucharest). 
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Commemorative Address 

by Prof. Andrea Riccardi 
(President of the Community of Saot'Egidio) 

I should like first of all to express my thanks to the 
Niwano Peace FOlmda tion: I am very happy to accept 
the Niwan o Peace Prize awarded to the Community 
of Sant'Egidio, and I give thanks, in the name of the 
ConuTIunity, for this significant recognition. 

The ConuTIlmity of Sant'Egidio has alread y re­
ceived other prizes, but not all of the prizes are equal: 
there exis t so many diffe rent kinds, some very well 
known and other less so, tha t are awarded by institu­
tions of varying pres tige and tha t have very different 
meanings. The Niwano Peace Prize is certainly a fa­
mous interna tional prize and it is therefore an honor 
for the Commlmity of Sant'Egidio to receive it. But 
there is not only this aspect, I consider it particularly 
important to receive a prize that bears the name of 
Rev , Nikkyo N iwano, a man of religion of the very 
highes t character who has sacrificed himself to serve 
his neighbor. Moreover, this prize does not stand 
only for a Foundation : it is linked to the experience 
and the work of Rissho Kosei-kai, fOlmded by Rev. 
Niwano and the late Mrs. Myoko Naganuma. I there­
fore believe it is possible to say that the Niwano 
Peace Prize contains a message tha t renders it partic­
ularly significant: I would define it as the message of 
men and women comm.itted to improve society and 
to develop peace tha t is d irec ted to o ther men and 
other women who seek to improve society and de­
velop peace. 

This prize is, in fact, expressive of the spirit of Ris­
sho Kosei-ka i and of its members: people of religion 
who do not content themselves with what they do 
and who do not limit themselves to the customary 
sphere of their affections and interests, One must in 
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fac t recognize Rissho Kosei-ka i's sincere determina­
tion to develop rappor t also with very dis tant, d iverse 
people and in particular of other religions outside 
Japan . I th ink of the contribution tlu'ough the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace. As for the Ca th­
olic Church, it is noted tha t Pope Pa ul VI invited Rev. 
Niwano to be an observer at the Second Vatican COlU1-
ciJ : it is an experience that the fOlmder of Rissho Kosei­
kai has reevoked with deep, moving words. 

Along the way, Rissho Kosei-kai has also encoun­
tered the ConunlU1ity of Sant'Egidio, an d I do not be­
lieve it was by chan ce. Each year since 1986, a Rissho 
Kosei-ka i delegation has participated in our interna­
tional encolU1ters of people of religion. This means 
encOlU1 ters taking place every year in the various 
countries of the world-from Rome to Warsaw, from 
Brussels to Bucharest- to recall and continue the 
spirit that was celebra ted at Assisi in 1986: a t that 
time Pope Jolm Paul II invited the leaders of aU the 
principal world religions to pray side by side for 
... vorld peace. On tha t day, the armies fell silent for a 
brief but significant pa use in the more than six ty wa r 
zones sca ttered across the globe. It was a sign of how 
much can be done when people of re ligion LUute. Since 
then, every year, the CommlU1i ty of Sant'Egidio has 
invited people of religion from everyvvhere in the 
world to continue a common effor t of prayer and co­
operation fo r peace. At these meetings, besides the 
Rissho Kosei-ka i delega tion, representatives of nu­
merous other Japan ese religious organiza tions have 
illmually taken pa rt-Catholics, Buddlu sts, Sh rine 
Shintoists, and Sect Shintois ts (allm·v me to take this 
opportLlluty to thank the Japan ese Ca tholic Church 
and its bishops for having facilita ted ill1d encour­
aged these meetings), 

For Rissho Kosei-kai and the Community of 
Sill1t'Egidio there also have been o ther occasions for 
mutual lU1ders tanding and coopera tion, both in Eu­
rope and Japan. As I have alread y sajd, it is not just a 
matter of casual encounters. Geographical distance, 
diverse identities, di fferent cultural backgrolU1ds, 
have not constituted an obstacle. On the contrary, 
these have enhanced our encounters. Both Rissho 
Kosei-kai and the CommLlluty of Sant'Egidio are, in 
fa ct, aware of the importance of kn owing and associ­
a ting w ith diverse and dis tant societies and people 
in order to come toge ther for an important p roject: to 
create a language and a network of dialogue and 
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peace, I believe tha t our two experiences, both born 
of a departure from very ancient religious traditions 
but developed in this most tormented cenhu"y, reflect 
a deep awareness of the ties of interdependence that 
exist among all the peoples of the world and of the 
responsibilities that this implies, 

I therefore consider this prize a message that Rissho 
Kosei-kaj transmits to the whole world tlu'ough the 
Niwano Peace FOlmda tion, of fa voring an encounter 
among all whom Pope Jolm XXIII called people of 
good will. I believe that by awarding the prize to the 
Commmtity of Sant'Egidio, there has been a wish to 
make a contribution to recognizing and helping in 
the situations of war and suffering with which the 
Commlmity of Sant'Egidio has sought to concern it­
self: like those in Mozambique which, with the p eace 
concluded in Rome in October 1992, have been re­
solved satisfactorily after a long civil war that caused 
millions of deaths; and those lmfortlmately s till go­
ing on, where war- we hope-has just ended, as in 
Guinea-Bissau, or where it s till rages, as in Kosovo, 

Some may ask wha t people of religion have to do 
with the issues of war and peace in the world , 
Should not such issues be dealt w ith by politicians 
and diplomats? 

The ConunLUuty of Sant'Egidio has been called "the 
UN of the Trastevere," referring to the district in 
Rome where the Conu11LUuty has its headquarters, But 
the appellation is not exact: members of Sant'Egidio 
are not diplomats or politicians, they do not repre­
sent cOlmtries or world powers, They are ordinary 
men and women whom the Gosp el has taught the 
love of one's neighbor and concern for the poor, and 
who therefore have fos tered concern for human suf­
fering and pain. As you know, every day all mem­
bers of Sant'Egidio meet the poor and m arginalized 
with what progressively becomes a personal rapport 
that I would call friendslup, In fact, we seek not so 
much to assist or help people as to become brothers 
and sisters of those whom the Gospel calls the hum­
bles t. Spea king before so many Buddlust believers, I 
am Slu'e of being lU1derstood : concern and compassion 
for suffering is truly a treasm e tha t Buddhjst tradi­
tion has bes towed on all hLUnmuty , Rev, N iwano has 
written that both Buddlusm and CI1l'is tialuty teach 
love of one's neighbor, wherever he or she may be, 
and this has p rompted Buddhjsts and Clu'istians to 
seek cooperation and peace w ith everyone. These are 
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convictions to which I feel very close, But I believe 
tha t also the other people of religion present here can 
Lmders tand m e, as well as those who are not reli­
gious, As the great Latin poet Terence said, "Humani 
nil a me alienum puto" (I consider nothing human 
alien to me) , And it is just this concern for humanity 
and in particular for those who suffer most that has 
prompted us to concern om'selves with the situations 
of wars. War is often, in fact, the mother of all poverty, 
as we see in so many African si tuations, or nearer 
here, in Cambodia, a cOLmh-y that still has not fully 
recovered from the traged y of the 1970s, and where 
every yea r 170 children out of a thousand LU1der the 
age of five die . 

Actually, the members of the Community of 
Sant'Egidio do not want to steal anyone's business, 
We are not politicians or diplomats, and we do not 
feel that we are " the UN of the Trastevere," We be­
lieve, however, that concern for those who suffer is a 
responsibility of every hmnan being, and \,ve believe 
that in the name of this suffering one can talk to, 
pray with, and invite whoever has the possibility of 
doing so to confront the world's problems, 

Experience has taught us that often wars break 
out, continue, and fail to end because no one wants 
to make the effort of dialogue, It is an effort appar­
ently useless and undoubtedly demanding. It seems 
that it is not worth the effort to try to understand the 
reasons, often apparently absurd, that people have 
for fighting, and that it is a waste of time to try to get 
the combatants to LU1ders tand the pain of those who 
suffer from war. Actually, our experience teaches us 
that this effort is not useless and that often it is the 
only rea lly effective path. At times, wars are inter­
rupted because someone stronger stops them, but 
then they break out again after a number of yea rs, as 
unforttmately happened in Angola, 

Since 1989, the world has become more confused, 
more complex and, it seems, even more fragmented, 
Various situations appear ever farther apart, the prob­
lems always less capable of a single solution, In the 
last ten years, the terrifying tlu'ea t of global annil1ila­
tion has abated but many local wars have broken 
out. It seems easier for wars to break out, and many 
people seem able to start them: sm all cOLmtries, etluuc 
groups without governments, political factions, and 
others , At the same time, however, just as it has be­
come easier for wars to start, it has become easier to 

29 



~?9-O)ni15*('<I-jml-C , ;tl,jlU:, lii.'<~iJ"~~ , ljiJtv'iJ%t~ , 

ff.Hs-c' ~ -n: v' 6 0) (j:, ?9- < O)t~ij', M~t C v' -J ~:tJ '<I-;Jl, 

t3 -J C T 6 ~iJ"v' Ij: v't..:cIO-C' bib 6'::' C '<I-~lr1 l t..: o f­
-J l t..:~jJ (j: - fti., 1W;~1j:,::, C (,: b .'[V-:d'L 1 T o liJ' l, 

1!19!ltlj: .::. C ~: ~ iJ"v' Ij: v' -C' l.J: -J iJ", ~tv' Ij: C X:?"? -C l;.. 
6 t': l t0) 1i~JT ~ O)ib 6'::' C Ij: O)-C'T 0 lii.i(l.t'B -J ~iliJ"~IMf 

6 *~ '<I- - f- ~'L(j: l(f' l (;f(;fiJ'l·rt..: b O)~: liJ'.~, b ~'L 1 

-ttlv--:ElIllfJltll-J c~cI060)'j:1Wi~1j:~:tJ-c' ib ~ , !iUd 
~~:, !pH'I, O)t&:~'<I-t&:6~0):gll;..'<I-:ElIlWt.~-ttl-J CT6 
0) (j:n~HEl9 O)lWi ,~t-c' ib 6 C ,~,~')h6iJ' b l h 1 -tt Ivo liJ' l, 

f- -J l t3Hff ~ (j:i;k: l-C 1TIIi~1j: b 0) -C' (j: Ij: < , ?9- < O)t~B, 

*~ ~:~:MI~O)ib 6 td':' --:J O)j]l-c' ib 6'::' C '<I- , ~tjl'Un~( 

iJ' G~LF~)(, ~ 1 It..: o ~HM, ~i.I(~·( j:ftt-c l-C, 1 ~ 5.fft v ';ffli 
:tJ '<I- b "? t..: A rEl9iJ" fiJ t 6 ~~ -C' i=j:Ill::. ~ h 6 .::. c iJ" ib ~ 1 T 
iJ\ f-0) 1£t, 1f1J:$iJ'T6c1t..::kiJ"-:Jv'-Cl1v'1To 7 

/' ::f '7 -C'~ ~ t..:'::' c (j:, Yl~~ Ij: iJ" G, f- -J l t..:~·t~-c' l t..: o 

1989ff. JJJi!o, tIt -W (j: 1 T 1 TiJt.I!iLO)}i'<I-i*cIO , 1 ~ t~~~ft 

Ij: b 0) c Ij: ~ 1 l t..: o 1', 5t~O)}iB '<I- i*cIO -C v' 6 c ,~,~') 

~'L 1 T o t'ltk Ij:1'NHJd5L(j:, 1 T 1 Tli v' (, : I :I~ t..: "? -C ~ < 
1 -J 1:T l, ?9- < O)F,,9Jm(j:, t..:t':- -:JO)liJIf.i;k:*'<I--"j-~ 6'::' 

c iJ"1 T 1 Tmlt l < Ij: "? -Cv' 1 T o .::..::. +:$O) r~H: , ft{O) 

!{:!dfiJ (HIl h"* ~ 1 l t..: iJ" , ?9- < 0) iHlG ~ iJ":r-')jge l t..: .::. c b 1 
t..: ~J·~-C'T 0 lii.'<~(j:~ ~ X:?T < Ij: "? -C v' 61 -J ~: ,\P,bh 1 

T l, ?9- < O)/H~I , i&1ff'<I-t#t..:lj:v'~'~R1j~, i&i6B~ Ij:-t 

~ ~ Ij:~, .~'<I-~'::'T,::,co)1:~6~:tJb~?9-<~~l 

-Cv'61-J-c'T o liJ'l, f-~'Lc jij]n#~:, ~i.I(~·iJ"~~X:?T 

< Ij:"? t..: J.J:j1jj , if to ~: ¥tl¥ik l X:? T < Ij: "? t..: C b v' ~ 6 O)-C' 

T o -:J 1 ~ , ~jt b iJ"ljiJt~'<I-~'::' T'::' C iJ"1: ~ 1 TiJ" , r.lt b 

~if~'<I-~<'::'Cb1:~60)1:To f-l-c , f--JL~if~ 

'<I-~ < jJ rPJ~: rPJiJ' "? -CjE Iv-c'v ' 6 O)iJ" , J%ill1'iftO P';j ' ~I -c' ib 

6clL, ( j:,~, "? -Ct3~ 1To ~I~ , '::'O)jt(j:, iftOO):ElIl:tJt '<I­

H~lf6 '::' C O)j>::. t JJ ~ , f-l-C , t!t-W"p c''::' -c' ib~'L, if to '<I­

~:EJi.T 6 t..:cIO~: Ij: Lq~6 ib G ~ 6 .f-t.:'-C '<I- 0. < T'::' c 0)* 

W ~'<I-~~6bO)Ij:0)1:To if~~0)~:tJ~1Wi~1:ib "? ~ 

~ , 1Wi1illi1fii:-c'ib "? t..: ~ T 6 ~l c,,~ "? (,1'(t Ij: } \J jJ (±i.t' 1 -tt Ivo 
~jt b iJ "if to 0) t..: cIO~: ¥tl¥iK '<I- T 6'::' C iJ{-c' ~ 60) -C'T 0 J%!LIJ' 

iftojt(j:, 5tjt~~: c "? -C*~ 1j:~ 1~~'<I- b -:Jllllilli -c' ib6 c 
jij]ftt-~ : , ~1j ~~~O)ifto~O)~~~'<I-£UJi.T 6 b O)-c' ib ~, tit 

30 

contribute to peace. Anyone can make war, but any­
one also can make peace. I believe that the Niwano 
Peace Fotmdation is steadfastly moving in that direc­
tion. In fact, this prize is recognition of the impor­
tance of the cause of peace and of all the efforts that 
can be made, anyvvhere in the world, to promote 
peace. No one is so humble that their contribution 
to peace is useless or irrelevant. We can all make a 
contribution to peace. The Niwano Peace Prize is im­
portant recogrtition for whoever receives it, but it ex­
presses the determined desire for peace of him who 
established it and continually makes it an instrument 
to promote world peace. 

Rissho Kosei-kai is a voice that more than others 
in recent decades has been raised from Japan to meet, 
get to know, and have dialogue with adherents of 
other religions. It is one of the most significant expres­
sions of a movement that has developed in Japanese 
society in the last decades when, having overcome 
but not forgotten the traumas of the Second World 
War, and having reached a plateau of economic well­
being, Japan has begtm to question itself anew about 
its role in the world. Its financial role, above all in 
Asia, is well known and there is no need to empha­
size it. But also relevant is its contribution in the 
sphere of international cooperation, from Albania to 
Burundi: Japan's preeminence is well known in this 
area. 

The choice of promoting international cooperation 
so much is very significant also in relation to Japan's 
previous history, and in this sense Japan's experience 
is particularly close to that of many Emopean COlU1-

h'ies, among them Italy. Japan is a group of islands, 
and this geographical characteristic has long condi­
tioned its history. In Japan, the non-Japanese has often 
had the face of a person from afar, who comes from 
beyond the sea, not always with benevolent inten­
tions. This has also been the case of Europeans who 
have come to Japan with aggressive projects. But re­
ligion has played a different role. Buddhism arrived 
in Japan from China and contributed to the pacifica­
tion and development of Japan, St. Francis Xavier also 
came to Japan with peaceful intent. Therefore, Rissho 
Kosei-kai does not represent a case of wanting to re­
new contacts with the overseas roots of Buddhism or 
develop new contacts in other places where world 
religions originated. 

Dming the many journeys that in these years I 
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have had the oppor tunity of lU1dertaking in va rious 
parts of the world-from Emope to Asia, from the 
Middle East to the Americas-I have often heard talk 
about Japan, and I have encountered signs of the 
Japan ese presence in the world . Undoubtedly, Japan 
appeal's as a grea t cOlU1try today; it does not present 
itself, however, in the guise of a grea t power in the 
traditional sense of the tenn . This is a novel aspect, 
and to my way of thinking very positive. I know tha t 
today there is an open debate here about the role of 
Japan in the world and I know that there are those 
who hold that this role is inadequate compared with 
the levels reached today by your cOlmtry in many 
impor tant areas. Many would like major inves tments 
in the armaments sector and a more consistent mili­
tary presence. In reality, a debate like this returns pe­
riodically to the surface in many national situations. 
Even in Italy-kn own as the country of pizza and 
spaghetti-there is sometimes a desire for a greater 
commitment in the military sphere that would in­
duce grea ter international respect for the country . 

Actua lly, the framework of international rela tions 
has chan ged enormously in the las t decades. Today 
there exis t forms of national presence in the world 
more efficacious than the tradi tional ones. Personal­
ly, I believe that if Japan, although it is a grea t COlU1-
try, today does not want to be a grea t pm,ver iIi the 
traditional sense, this does not derive only from its 
shouldering the burden of a tragic history but from 
the iIiternational conditioning it has lmdergone iIi 
the las t fifty years . 

Meeting Japali eSe men and women, above all 
people of religion, I have iIi fact often had the im­
pression of great m odesty, as if their priIKipal preoc­
cupa tion were above all not to dis tmb . A Japanese­
American psychologis t has noted that the Japanese 
say ''I'm sorry" ,,,,hen a Westerner would say "Thank 
you." It is as if these men alid these women did not 
want to burden other people, did not want to as­
sume a domiIteeriIig a ttitude. In this sense I believe 
that, a t the heart of Japanese socie ty, there are those 
who-and I am thinkiIig above all of Rissho Kosei­
kai and other religious groups-have reexamined in 
a profound way the tragic historical events of the 
Second World War, and iIi particular the dramatic 
bombiIigs of Hiroshi ma and Nagasaki. 

On February 25, 1981, Pope Jolm Paul II, visiting 
Hiroshima, sa id: "War is the work of man. War is 
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destruction of human life. War is dea th . Nm",here do 
these truths impose themselves upon us more force­
fully than in this city of Hiroshima, at the Peace Me­
m orial. " And he added: "It is with deep emotion that 
I have come here today as a 'pilgrim of peace.' I 
wanted to make this visit to the H iroshima Peace Me­
morial out of a deep personal conviction that to re­
member the pas t is to commit oneself to the future." 
I believe tha t these sentiments are shared by many 
Japanese people of religion, who intend to remember 
the past and commit themselves to the future. 

I hope you will forg ive me if I have taken ad van­
tage of your kind attention to refer to many concrete 
problems and if I am permitted to formulate some 
observa tions regard ing the role of Japan in the world 
today. 

This for me is the firs t occasion to visit Japan , and 
I am gra teful to the N iwano Peace Foundation also 
for this occasion tha t has been granted me. For m any 
years I have cultiva ted a particular interest in Japan 
and its people, an d I consider this meeting an occa­
sion that I would like to use in the most intense way 
possible. I believe that the style in which I have en­
tered in such a direc t and rapid way into the heart of 
some p roblems is not exactly in line with the culture 
and traditions of Japan, where the forms of personal 
relationships are governed by rules that are very re­
fined , I know that Japan is a country where serving 
tea is an art, as is the arrangement of flowers. But 
perhaps speaking of the disorders of the world can 
be a way of arousing in you the desire to bring the 
order and harmony that are typica l of your trad i­
tions to have an effec t on them. 

Permit me therefore to touch also on a final topic 
tha t is very close to my heart. It is the topic, I shall 
say right away, of the dea th p enalty. The Comm tUl ity 
of Sant'Egidio, in coopera tion with Amnesty Interna­
tional and o ther international organiza tions, has 
latUlched an appeal for a m ora torium on executions 
tlu'oughout the world s tarting vvi th the year 2000. 
Right now, a collec tion of signatures is tUlder way on 
a globa l level in support of this appeal, to be p resented 
in the coming months to UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Atu1an , 

Undoubtedly, the issue of the dea th penalty is very 
delica te. Among other things it is being app)jed in 
very different forms from cmUltry to country. It is not 
possible to pass a single judgment on such different 
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situations, But as I have already m entioned, we live 
in a world ever more interdependent, and even is­
sues we seem to rega rd only as the internal problems 
of single na tional societies nm,v concern the w hole 
w orld, We have arrived at a point in the history of 
humanity when the issue of the death penalty is not 
a concern of one COl.U1try m ore than another, but a 
general s truggle of all nations and of all peoples to 
reduce the level of violence in the world, Beca use of 
the role that Japan and Japanese religions play in the 
world, I hold it very opporhme that you too will 
make yom voice heard on this issue, 

Am ong those who are condenmed to dea th in the 
world there are also-but not always, and this too 
occm s to us-persons w ho have conunitted serious 
crimes, Our thoughts go first of all to their victims, to 
the sorrow of their family members, to the loneliness 
of those left behind, But in considering the d eath 
penalty-what it involves, the m essage of violence 
that it inevitably conununica tes, its intrinsic inhu­
manity-vve ask om'selves: what p mpose does it 
serve? Then the thought arises, can a sta te, a law­
abiding nation, a developed society, place itself on 
the same level as those who have killed or conunit­
ted other offenses, and itself kill? The Wes t declares 
itself p roud of its principles, among which are those 
tha t constitute so-called civil law and on which is 
based the insis tent request to respect hwuan rights, 
H owever, the dea th penalty contradicts all this, 

It often happens that particular cases of persons 
condenmed to dea th-because of apparent UU10-
cence, ex treme youth, or somethu1g else-arouse 
public opuuon and u1dividual consciences, It is nec­
essary nevertheless tha t a just but occasional concern 
for the accused should be accompalued by m ore 
comprehensive reflec tion, One does not ah vays suc­
ceed, U1 fact, U1 eXalnining closely enough the mal1Y 
and complex aspects of this exh'eme juridical sanc­
tion: from the coherence with which a s tate imposes 
its laws, to the prac tical utility of a de terrent to 
crime; from the conditions to which the accused is 
subjec ted, to the desire of the victim's relations, Of­
ten one is for or aga u1st this pUluslunent wi thout 
havu1g adequately evalua ted its man y human, 
m oral, social, or even economic implications, The 
m oratorium we propose is designed exactly to fos ter 
comprehensive reflec tion U1 the most ample and 
complete way possible, 
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To this campaign heads of state and people of 
government have already lent their support, such as 
Czech President Viiclav Havel; people in the worlds 
of culture and entertaimnent; and representatives of 
the Clu'istian chmches and the major world reli­
gions. In consideration of the importance of this ini­
tiative illld of your hlilllilll sensibility, I allow m yself 
to draw your attention to this appeal, promoted by 
the Conunmuty of Sant'Egidio and others, It is an 
appeal that I would define as coming from all men 
and all women of good will; from all, that is, who 
Willlt to sign it. 

The year 2000 is a date full of significance for the 
Clu'istian world, illld prompts Clu'istians to look 
with greater faith and greater hope to the future, 
There is, however, a need for all people, Clu"istiilllS 
illld non-Chl'istiilllS, religious persons illld those who 
are lUlcomnutted, to look with greater faith and 
greater hope to the future of the world illld of hu­
manity after such a dramatic and violent century. 
The moratorium on the death penalty is a s tep in this 
direction: suspending executions tlu'oughout the 
world and taking a deeper look at tlus problem 
would constitute a sign of ilulovation that would ill­
fluence positively the spiritual illld social develop­
ment of the whole world, 

'E 'if / l:: - 7 *,')~O);fo"!"~~n 

Ceremony after signing of the Mozambique peace agreement, 1992 
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Specia l Christmas lunch for the poor 
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Message 

From Ven. S amdech Preah Maha Ghosananda, 
Founder of the Dhammayietra Center 

for Peace and Nonviolence of Cambodia 
(Recipie nt of the Fifteenth Niwano Peace Prize) 

The Dhanunayietra Center is focusing on bringing 
peace to Cambodia, Asia, an d the world . The suffer­
ing of Cambod ia has been deep . From this suffering 
comes Grea t Compassion . 

The conunitment of the DhanUl1ayietra Center is to 
ex tend the Grea t Compassion to all living beings of 
the world, to reinforce brotherhood be tween human 
beings and to preserve peace in our common home 
that is our sm all and bea utiful Ear th. 

It is really a grea t pleasure for the Dhammayietra 
Center to learn that the conUluttee of the Niwano 
Peace Prize has chosen the CommLUuty of Sant'Egidio 
for the 1999 Prize and that Rev. Nicluko Niwano, pres­
ident of the FOLU1da tion, has approved this choice. 

I would like to express on behalf of the DhanUl1a­
yietra Center for Peace and Nonviolence of Cambodia 
and m yself, m y hearties t con gratulations to the Com­
m LUuty for the honor that it m ost lughly d eserves. 

I think tha t the Prize of Grea t Compassion of the 
N iwano Peace Foundation will contribute meaning­
hlily to the Conununity of Sant'Egidio in its noble 
mission for promoting peace and mutual LU1der­
stand ing among all people of the world. 

I sincerely convey to the CommLUuty, and especially 
to Prof. Andrea Ricca rdi, my bes t w ishes for the suc­
cess of their future nUssion . 

Mayall bein gs live in Happiness and Peace. 
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History and Purpose 
of the Niwano Peace Foundation 

The Niwano Peace FOlmdation was es tablished in 
December 1978 to commemorate the fortieth anniver­
sary of Rissho Kosei-kai and celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary last December. Internationally, Fotmder 
Nikkyo Niwano and Rissho Kosei-kai have actively 
promoted inter-religious cooperation for world p eace 
through the World Conference on Religion and Peace 
(WCRP) and the International Association for Reli­
gious Freedom (IARF) . He is honorary president of 
WCRP's Interna tional Committee and of the IARF. 
Domestically, they have advocated and supported 
the Movement for a Brighter National COl1ummity. 

To attain peace-that difficult ideal for which hu­
ITlankind has striven since prehistory-cooperation 
among religious leaders to form a lmified force that 
w ill bring about slow but steady progress has become 
increasingly vital. 

Peace Call110t be a ttained, however, by a limited 
number of religious leaders, Rather the task must 
combine all sectors of society as a whole and ga ther 
the wisdom of all in forming a stable central body. 
For this pmpose, equally important is the formation 
of an economic infrastructure. That is why, in this 
period of confusion, the Niwano Peace FOlmdation 
was created, 

As one concrete lmdertaking to realize the goal of 
world peace and the enhancement of cultme, the 
fOlmdation also financially assists research activities 
and projects based on a religious spirit concerning 
thought, culture, science, educa tion, and related sub­
jects, Symposilll11s and international exchange activi­
ties which will widely benefit the public are enthusi­
astically encouraged. 
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