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A Brief History of
the Community of Sant’Egidio

Founded by a group of ten high school stu-
dents, headed by Andrea Riccardi, in the center
of Rome.

Began work with the poor in the city of Rome.

Began support of migrants from southern Italy
in Rome early in the decade.

Established in Naples to wrestle with the prob-
lems and poverty of southern Italy due to a
cholera epidemic.

Began to mediate a dispute between Renamo
(the Mozambique National Resistance) and the
Mozambique government, in response to an
appeal by Dom Jaime Goncalves, Archbishop
of Beira.

Interceded on behalf of some Christian vil-
lages to lift the siege mounted by the Druse in
the mountains in Lebanon.

Increased support for refugees and poor im-
migrants, as many came to Rome from outside
the country .

In the spirit of the Day of Prayer for World
Peace convoked by Pope John Paul IT in Assisi,
on Oct. 27, many members took part together
with leaders of various religions.

Recognized as a Lay Public Association within
the Roman Catholic Church.

Promulgated the basic idea of a day of prayer,
when all religiously minded persons, side by
side and united in their common horror of war,
may pray together for peace.

A series of annual international inter-religious
meetings was begun. The first was held at
Santa Maria in Trastevere in Rome, with the
theme “together to call for peace.”

Held the Second Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Rome).

Held the Third Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Warsaw).
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Held the Fourth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Bari, Italy).

Held the Fifth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Malta). Boutros Boutros
Ghali, the vice-prime minister of Egypt and
former UN secretary general, attended.

Participated in the ceremony at which a peace
and cease-fire agreement was signed, bring-
ing an end to the civil war in Mozambique.
Held the Sixth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Brussels).

Held the Seventh Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Milan).

Held the Eighth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Assisi).

Supported a meeting for settling the dispute
in Algeria.

Held the Ninth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Florence).

Held the Tenth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Rome).

Held the Eleventh Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Padua-Venice).

Held the Twelfth Inter-religious Meeting of
Prayer for Peace (Bucharest).
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