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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize 

The Goal of the N iwano Peace Foundation 

The "'lorld in w hich we live today is beset by m an y 
problems: the proliferation of nuclear weapons, the 
squandering of precious natural resources on "veap­
ons, famine and poverty in the developing nations, 
socia l discrepancies and oppression, enviromnental 
p ollution, and spiJ.'itual decadence. 

Today, religion is charged with the important duty 
of foster ing mutual unders tanding and trust and a 
spi rit of coop era tion and fellowship among all peo­
ple so tha t the fOlmdations of a peaceful society may 
be la id , To discharge this duty, people of religion 
mus t begin by tearing dow n the walls erected by 
each religion's be lief tha t its teachings alone repre­
sent absolute truth, joinin g hands in wholehearted 
coopera tion to bring about a peaceful society, 

We a t the N iwano Peace Foundation hope above 
all tha t the ideals and activities of inter-religious co­
operation for the sake of peace and justice will ex­
tend in an ever-"videning circle and that a growing 
number of people w ill com e forward to devo te them­
selves to this cause, Indeed, we know that many p eo­
ple of religion are alread y ,.vorking ea rnes tly to pro­
mote inter-religious lmderstanding and cooperation, 
contributing to the ca use of world peace thl'Ough 
their solidarity, 

Th e N iwano Peace Founda tion es tablished the 
N i"'lano Peace Prize to honor and encourage indi­
viduals and organizations tha t have contributed 
significantly to inter-religious cooperation, thereby 
furthering the ca use of world p eace, and to make 
their achievem ents knovvn as widely as possible the 
world over. The Foundation hopes thus both to 
deepen inter-religious understanding and coopera­
tion and to stimulate the emergence of still more 
people devoting themselves to world peace. The first 
Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to Archbishop 
Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983; the second 
to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the United States; the third 
to Rev. Zhao Pu Chu of China; the fourth to Dr. 
Philip A. Potter of Dominica; the fifth to the World 
M uslim Congress (Motamar AI-Alam AI-Islami); the 
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sixth to His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief pries t of 
the Tendai sect of Buddhism in Japan; the seventh to 
Dr. Norman Cousins of the U.S.; the eighth to Dr. 
Hildegard Goss-Mayr of Austria; the ninth to Dr. A. 
T. Ariyara tne of Sri Lanka; the tenth to Neve 
Shalom / Wahat ai-Salam of Israel; the eleventh to 
His Eminence Cardinal Paulo E. Arns of Brazil; the 
twelfth to Dr. M. Aram of India; the thirteenth to Ms. 
Marii K. Hasegawa of the U.s.; the fourteenth to the 
Corrymeela Community of Northern Ireland; and 
the fifteenth to Sa mdech Preah Malia Ghosananda of 
Cambodia. 

Nominations and Selection 

Religious leaders and eminent scholars in Japan and 
overseas were asked to nominate candidates for the 
sixteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their nominations 
were sent to the Foundation for screening. 

So that the religions of the world are represented 
equitably, 1,000 people in 125 counh'ies were asked 
to submit nominations. All the nominees were 
screened by a committee comprising seven represen­
ta tives from Buddlusm, Clu'is timuty, Islam, and other 
religions. 

Presentation 

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in 
May at a special ceremony. The recipient is presented 
the main prize of a citation and subsidiary prizes of 
20 nUllion yen and a medal. At the ceremony, the re­
cipient delivers a cOlmnemorative address. 
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