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Commemorative Address 

by Prof. Andrea Riccardi 
(President of the Community of Saot'Egidio) 

I should like first of all to express my thanks to the 
Niwano Peace FOlmda tion: I am very happy to accept 
the Niwan o Peace Prize awarded to the Community 
of Sant'Egidio, and I give thanks, in the name of the 
ConuTIunity, for this significant recognition. 

The ConuTIlmity of Sant'Egidio has alread y re­
ceived other prizes, but not all of the prizes are equal: 
there exis t so many diffe rent kinds, some very well 
known and other less so, tha t are awarded by institu­
tions of varying pres tige and tha t have very different 
meanings. The Niwano Peace Prize is certainly a fa­
mous interna tional prize and it is therefore an honor 
for the Commlmity of Sant'Egidio to receive it. But 
there is not only this aspect, I consider it particularly 
important to receive a prize that bears the name of 
Rev , Nikkyo N iwano, a man of religion of the very 
highes t character who has sacrificed himself to serve 
his neighbor. Moreover, this prize does not stand 
only for a Foundation : it is linked to the experience 
and the work of Rissho Kosei-kai, fOlmded by Rev. 
Niwano and the late Mrs. Myoko Naganuma. I there­
fore believe it is possible to say that the Niwano 
Peace Prize contains a message tha t renders it partic­
ularly significant: I would define it as the message of 
men and women comm.itted to improve society and 
to develop peace tha t is d irec ted to o ther men and 
other women who seek to improve society and de­
velop peace. 

This prize is, in fact, expressive of the spirit of Ris­
sho Kosei-ka i and of its members: people of religion 
who do not content themselves with what they do 
and who do not limit themselves to the customary 
sphere of their affections and interests, One must in 
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fac t recognize Rissho Kosei-ka i's sincere determina­
tion to develop rappor t also with very dis tant, d iverse 
people and in particular of other religions outside 
Japan . I th ink of the contribution tlu'ough the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace. As for the Ca th­
olic Church, it is noted tha t Pope Pa ul VI invited Rev. 
Niwano to be an observer at the Second Vatican COlU1-
ciJ : it is an experience that the fOlmder of Rissho Kosei­
kai has reevoked with deep, moving words. 

Along the way, Rissho Kosei-kai has also encoun­
tered the ConunlU1ity of Sant'Egidio, an d I do not be­
lieve it was by chan ce. Each year since 1986, a Rissho 
Kosei-ka i delegation has participated in our interna­
tional encolU1ters of people of religion. This means 
encOlU1 ters taking place every year in the various 
countries of the world-from Rome to Warsaw, from 
Brussels to Bucharest- to recall and continue the 
spirit that was celebra ted at Assisi in 1986: a t that 
time Pope Jolm Paul II invited the leaders of aU the 
principal world religions to pray side by side for 
... vorld peace. On tha t day, the armies fell silent for a 
brief but significant pa use in the more than six ty wa r 
zones sca ttered across the globe. It was a sign of how 
much can be done when people of re ligion LUute. Since 
then, every year, the CommlU1i ty of Sant'Egidio has 
invited people of religion from everyvvhere in the 
world to continue a common effor t of prayer and co­
operation fo r peace. At these meetings, besides the 
Rissho Kosei-ka i delega tion, representatives of nu­
merous other Japan ese religious organiza tions have 
illmually taken pa rt-Catholics, Buddlu sts, Sh rine 
Shintoists, and Sect Shintois ts (allm·v me to take this 
opportLlluty to thank the Japan ese Ca tholic Church 
and its bishops for having facilita ted ill1d encour­
aged these meetings), 

For Rissho Kosei-kai and the Community of 
Sill1t'Egidio there also have been o ther occasions for 
mutual lU1ders tanding and coopera tion, both in Eu­
rope and Japan. As I have alread y sajd, it is not just a 
matter of casual encounters. Geographical distance, 
diverse identities, di fferent cultural backgrolU1ds, 
have not constituted an obstacle. On the contrary, 
these have enhanced our encounters. Both Rissho 
Kosei-kai and the CommLlluty of Sant'Egidio are, in 
fa ct, aware of the importance of kn owing and associ­
a ting w ith diverse and dis tant societies and people 
in order to come toge ther for an important p roject: to 
create a language and a network of dialogue and 
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peace, I believe tha t our two experiences, both born 
of a departure from very ancient religious traditions 
but developed in this most tormented cenhu"y, reflect 
a deep awareness of the ties of interdependence that 
exist among all the peoples of the world and of the 
responsibilities that this implies, 

I therefore consider this prize a message that Rissho 
Kosei-kaj transmits to the whole world tlu'ough the 
Niwano Peace FOlmda tion, of fa voring an encounter 
among all whom Pope Jolm XXIII called people of 
good will. I believe that by awarding the prize to the 
Commmtity of Sant'Egidio, there has been a wish to 
make a contribution to recognizing and helping in 
the situations of war and suffering with which the 
Commlmity of Sant'Egidio has sought to concern it­
self: like those in Mozambique which, with the p eace 
concluded in Rome in October 1992, have been re­
solved satisfactorily after a long civil war that caused 
millions of deaths; and those lmfortlmately s till go­
ing on, where war- we hope-has just ended, as in 
Guinea-Bissau, or where it s till rages, as in Kosovo, 

Some may ask wha t people of religion have to do 
with the issues of war and peace in the world , 
Should not such issues be dealt w ith by politicians 
and diplomats? 

The ConunLUuty of Sant'Egidio has been called "the 
UN of the Trastevere," referring to the district in 
Rome where the Conu11LUuty has its headquarters, But 
the appellation is not exact: members of Sant'Egidio 
are not diplomats or politicians, they do not repre­
sent cOlmtries or world powers, They are ordinary 
men and women whom the Gosp el has taught the 
love of one's neighbor and concern for the poor, and 
who therefore have fos tered concern for human suf­
fering and pain. As you know, every day all mem­
bers of Sant'Egidio meet the poor and m arginalized 
with what progressively becomes a personal rapport 
that I would call friendslup, In fact, we seek not so 
much to assist or help people as to become brothers 
and sisters of those whom the Gospel calls the hum­
bles t. Spea king before so many Buddlust believers, I 
am Slu'e of being lU1derstood : concern and compassion 
for suffering is truly a treasm e tha t Buddhjst tradi­
tion has bes towed on all hLUnmuty , Rev, N iwano has 
written that both Buddlusm and CI1l'is tialuty teach 
love of one's neighbor, wherever he or she may be, 
and this has p rompted Buddhjsts and Clu'istians to 
seek cooperation and peace w ith everyone. These are 
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convictions to which I feel very close, But I believe 
tha t also the other people of religion present here can 
Lmders tand m e, as well as those who are not reli­
gious, As the great Latin poet Terence said, "Humani 
nil a me alienum puto" (I consider nothing human 
alien to me) , And it is just this concern for humanity 
and in particular for those who suffer most that has 
prompted us to concern om'selves with the situations 
of wars. War is often, in fact, the mother of all poverty, 
as we see in so many African si tuations, or nearer 
here, in Cambodia, a cOLmh-y that still has not fully 
recovered from the traged y of the 1970s, and where 
every yea r 170 children out of a thousand LU1der the 
age of five die . 

Actually, the members of the Community of 
Sant'Egidio do not want to steal anyone's business, 
We are not politicians or diplomats, and we do not 
feel that we are " the UN of the Trastevere," We be­
lieve, however, that concern for those who suffer is a 
responsibility of every hmnan being, and \,ve believe 
that in the name of this suffering one can talk to, 
pray with, and invite whoever has the possibility of 
doing so to confront the world's problems, 

Experience has taught us that often wars break 
out, continue, and fail to end because no one wants 
to make the effort of dialogue, It is an effort appar­
ently useless and undoubtedly demanding. It seems 
that it is not worth the effort to try to understand the 
reasons, often apparently absurd, that people have 
for fighting, and that it is a waste of time to try to get 
the combatants to LU1ders tand the pain of those who 
suffer from war. Actually, our experience teaches us 
that this effort is not useless and that often it is the 
only rea lly effective path. At times, wars are inter­
rupted because someone stronger stops them, but 
then they break out again after a number of yea rs, as 
unforttmately happened in Angola, 

Since 1989, the world has become more confused, 
more complex and, it seems, even more fragmented, 
Various situations appear ever farther apart, the prob­
lems always less capable of a single solution, In the 
last ten years, the terrifying tlu'ea t of global annil1ila­
tion has abated but many local wars have broken 
out. It seems easier for wars to break out, and many 
people seem able to start them: sm all cOLmtries, etluuc 
groups without governments, political factions, and 
others , At the same time, however, just as it has be­
come easier for wars to start, it has become easier to 
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contribute to peace. Anyone can make war, but any­
one also can make peace. I believe that the Niwano 
Peace Fotmdation is steadfastly moving in that direc­
tion. In fact, this prize is recognition of the impor­
tance of the cause of peace and of all the efforts that 
can be made, anyvvhere in the world, to promote 
peace. No one is so humble that their contribution 
to peace is useless or irrelevant. We can all make a 
contribution to peace. The Niwano Peace Prize is im­
portant recogrtition for whoever receives it, but it ex­
presses the determined desire for peace of him who 
established it and continually makes it an instrument 
to promote world peace. 

Rissho Kosei-kai is a voice that more than others 
in recent decades has been raised from Japan to meet, 
get to know, and have dialogue with adherents of 
other religions. It is one of the most significant expres­
sions of a movement that has developed in Japanese 
society in the last decades when, having overcome 
but not forgotten the traumas of the Second World 
War, and having reached a plateau of economic well­
being, Japan has begtm to question itself anew about 
its role in the world. Its financial role, above all in 
Asia, is well known and there is no need to empha­
size it. But also relevant is its contribution in the 
sphere of international cooperation, from Albania to 
Burundi: Japan's preeminence is well known in this 
area. 

The choice of promoting international cooperation 
so much is very significant also in relation to Japan's 
previous history, and in this sense Japan's experience 
is particularly close to that of many Emopean COlU1-

h'ies, among them Italy. Japan is a group of islands, 
and this geographical characteristic has long condi­
tioned its history. In Japan, the non-Japanese has often 
had the face of a person from afar, who comes from 
beyond the sea, not always with benevolent inten­
tions. This has also been the case of Europeans who 
have come to Japan with aggressive projects. But re­
ligion has played a different role. Buddhism arrived 
in Japan from China and contributed to the pacifica­
tion and development of Japan, St. Francis Xavier also 
came to Japan with peaceful intent. Therefore, Rissho 
Kosei-kai does not represent a case of wanting to re­
new contacts with the overseas roots of Buddhism or 
develop new contacts in other places where world 
religions originated. 

Dming the many journeys that in these years I 

31 



~~~~m*~~~~~-~~~AtLT~&§~*~L 

M(tT~< .:t-C'LJ:-7 o 

IT lE 'f~r&:4Ht , 1ili ~*i\!;z~ ft ~:i§- t ~xiitL ~;lnL :rill. JiJr(o, 

;(" Hliri ~q:d t:.1i) I:" , .: ':~+if.~ rhFj ( :" B*~q:I 7.l'G~;I;L:J 

t:., t fJ ;b ( t~-C't:.-~~fl5-c·~ o .:ch (i, j[i:iF-~B*U 

~ f:" t:3 It' T i.& Ij}.] ~ ~1.. T ~ t:.jlliwJJ ~ 9] -C' 'b, 1& 'b m:~ld: 'b ~ 

~ ~-c' lb ') i -9 0 m=.:jC 1.!.!: W7Cii\x'~ f~~5-Dm L--:Sh 

1-=.; G ~1..t:. t )l t-c'(ilb ~) i -t±- Iv7/--il:i: itdJ1 ld:~* ~j~lft:. 

j[i: iF-~ B * (i, 1.!.!:~~~~1~~ EI G ~f5tjljlj ;l;~1iiJ -c' lb ~ ;1;'(:.. ~ 

It' T , ek Ii) T I~I rr~ ~ ~ J:: -7 (:.. ld: fJ i L t:. 0 t fJ ;b ( t 7 / 7 

:Ji!! tiOCl:" t:3 It' T EI *;I;~5!U:. L T ~ t:.ii':i:i~ B1 ld: r!i:~ilj (ilt < 9:rJ G 

~ 1.. T t:3 fJ , ~'-':': -c't¥ (:" IrX ~) ~(f~ £'~ ( i ld: It'-C' L J: -7 0 

L;I;'L , 7}vJ\':::7;1; ' Gf}v/~n:"It't:.~i-Z\ 1'III~t~h1J 

itw)Jf,!'TI!li ei":) It ~ EI :2j,;:~ffit~ik l3t(i~ Lit' 'b ~;I;~lb I) i ~ 0 

~H;¥. , B *;I;~': ~ftmj· I :.. t:3It'T =E.2)f EI1 ld: f5tj!;lj ~ (it:. L T It' 

~ .: t 'b i t:. Jt.; < 3:n G ~1.. T It \ i ~ 0 

.: ~ J:: -7 f:..t)?9 < ~@m:* t~h1J ~ 1T -7 iii! ~ B *;I;~jEtR L t:. 

.: t (i , B *~jf&1-=.; ~!tf9: t !!i;l, G Lit~')-t±-T h T 'b , 7C'if. 

*~ ld:~I'* ~ t~J' -:J T It \i~ o ':~!,¥:I,* I:..t:3It\T , f1J i , B 

*;I;{t!.;-lv-C' ~U:.jm:~ fJ;I;\ ~ < ~:3 - 0 '/ J~~ 1'I1 4 , t¥f:" 

l' 5' I) n:..j[i: It , 'b ~;I;{lb ~ t 1~ t T It' i ~ 0 EI :2jqi~I'II -c' 

lb I) , .: -7 L t:.:ll!!f.ill B1t¥tUi , :L~ < .:c ~llt9: ~ 7r~-:::f < -:J T 

~ i Lt:. o 13* A.lJ,j ~~ 1ili*l- ( i , ;fif~fJ11J ;I;'Gflj ~Z: Lt:.j ~ 

I'IIA (i , ~ < ~Wjit , Ji V>11t~~ Ar.~ ~&!~t'!f -:J Tt:3 IJ, 

.:c~~~l! i£'-f' L 'b '/lfld: ~ 'b ~ -C' (i lb fJ i -t±- Iv -C' L t:. o T1'(li 

;I;'(:"'@':I11&~~~~ t~hT , EI *(:"-? -:J T~d:.:3-0 ':J/~A 

'b It ' t:. ~ -c'~ 0 L;I; ' L , *i\!;z(i.:c ~1.. t (i~ld: ~ 1!i:~iIJ ~ (it:. 

L i L t:. o 1Li\!X (i 9:1 11i!;I;' G EI :2jq:.. (f,;t G ~1.. , B :2j,;:~~f;D t 

3iHlt (:.. * ~ ld: ffit ~ik ~ (it:. L i L t:. o I\!i 7'7 / :/ A::I . -If~' 

..l}v'b , ff;D~~~~ t~hTEI *I:"-?-:JT~H Lt:.o rlE -:J 

T , rrlE1~r&:~;I;{ , ih}:~jl!l;t T , 1Li\IX~}v- 'J t ld: ~ :tili tI!< 

-? ill~~.:c~~~*~#*;t~ :tili~tx~~~~~~tt ~ 

1~ t T It' ~ ~ (i ffJ.\r~~.: t -C'(ilb I) i -t±- Iv o 

.:.:frtj[i: , fL,(i:3- o ';l J'I , 7/7 , 9J flW: , 7j.1)tJ 

jIIij* I~I :" i -C'&~ -I!1:~~%:tili ~1jf<~ ~t!i:~~tX€P- < t~' i? i 

Lt:.;I;{ , .:c~1jf<~ I:I:I ~ , EI *~.: t ;I;{lmG ~1..~ ~ ~ t:. cFt:. 

[l'1!=I:" L ,I1t~~r.p ~ B *;I;{1H:EI~~NJ' -:J TIt'~': t ~~ 

&.~ L i Lt:.o 

32 

have had the oppor tunity of lU1dertaking in va rious 
parts of the world-from Emope to Asia, from the 
Middle East to the Americas-I have often heard talk 
about Japan, and I have encountered signs of the 
Japan ese presence in the world . Undoubtedly, Japan 
appeal's as a grea t cOlU1try today; it does not present 
itself, however, in the guise of a grea t power in the 
traditional sense of the tenn . This is a novel aspect, 
and to my way of thinking very positive. I know tha t 
today there is an open debate here about the role of 
Japan in the world and I know that there are those 
who hold that this role is inadequate compared with 
the levels reached today by your cOlmtry in many 
impor tant areas. Many would like major inves tments 
in the armaments sector and a more consistent mili­
tary presence. In reality, a debate like this returns pe­
riodically to the surface in many national situations. 
Even in Italy-kn own as the country of pizza and 
spaghetti-there is sometimes a desire for a greater 
commitment in the military sphere that would in­
duce grea ter international respect for the country . 

Actua lly, the framework of international rela tions 
has chan ged enormously in the las t decades. Today 
there exis t forms of national presence in the world 
more efficacious than the tradi tional ones. Personal­
ly, I believe that if Japan, although it is a grea t COlU1-
try, today does not want to be a grea t pm,ver iIi the 
traditional sense, this does not derive only from its 
shouldering the burden of a tragic history but from 
the iIiternational conditioning it has lmdergone iIi 
the las t fifty years . 

Meeting Japali eSe men and women, above all 
people of religion, I have iIi fact often had the im­
pression of great m odesty, as if their priIKipal preoc­
cupa tion were above all not to dis tmb . A Japanese­
American psychologis t has noted that the Japanese 
say ''I'm sorry" ,,,,hen a Westerner would say "Thank 
you." It is as if these men alid these women did not 
want to burden other people, did not want to as­
sume a domiIteeriIig a ttitude. In this sense I believe 
that, a t the heart of Japanese socie ty, there are those 
who-and I am thinkiIig above all of Rissho Kosei­
kai and other religious groups-have reexamined in 
a profound way the tragic historical events of the 
Second World War, and iIi particular the dramatic 
bombiIigs of Hiroshi ma and Nagasaki. 

On February 25, 1981, Pope Jolm Paul II, visiting 
Hiroshima, sa id: "War is the work of man. War is 
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destruction of human life. War is dea th . Nm",here do 
these truths impose themselves upon us more force­
fully than in this city of Hiroshima, at the Peace Me­
m orial. " And he added: "It is with deep emotion that 
I have come here today as a 'pilgrim of peace.' I 
wanted to make this visit to the H iroshima Peace Me­
morial out of a deep personal conviction that to re­
member the pas t is to commit oneself to the future." 
I believe tha t these sentiments are shared by many 
Japanese people of religion, who intend to remember 
the past and commit themselves to the future. 

I hope you will forg ive me if I have taken ad van­
tage of your kind attention to refer to many concrete 
problems and if I am permitted to formulate some 
observa tions regard ing the role of Japan in the world 
today. 

This for me is the firs t occasion to visit Japan , and 
I am gra teful to the N iwano Peace Foundation also 
for this occasion tha t has been granted me. For m any 
years I have cultiva ted a particular interest in Japan 
and its people, an d I consider this meeting an occa­
sion that I would like to use in the most intense way 
possible. I believe that the style in which I have en­
tered in such a direc t and rapid way into the heart of 
some p roblems is not exactly in line with the culture 
and traditions of Japan, where the forms of personal 
relationships are governed by rules that are very re­
fined , I know that Japan is a country where serving 
tea is an art, as is the arrangement of flowers. But 
perhaps speaking of the disorders of the world can 
be a way of arousing in you the desire to bring the 
order and harmony that are typica l of your trad i­
tions to have an effec t on them. 

Permit me therefore to touch also on a final topic 
tha t is very close to my heart. It is the topic, I shall 
say right away, of the dea th p enalty. The Comm tUl ity 
of Sant'Egidio, in coopera tion with Amnesty Interna­
tional and o ther international organiza tions, has 
latUlched an appeal for a m ora torium on executions 
tlu'oughout the world s tarting vvi th the year 2000. 
Right now, a collec tion of signatures is tUlder way on 
a globa l level in support of this appeal, to be p resented 
in the coming months to UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Atu1an , 

Undoubtedly, the issue of the dea th penalty is very 
delica te. Among other things it is being app)jed in 
very different forms from cmUltry to country. It is not 
possible to pass a single judgment on such different 
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situations, But as I have already m entioned, we live 
in a world ever more interdependent, and even is­
sues we seem to rega rd only as the internal problems 
of single na tional societies nm,v concern the w hole 
w orld, We have arrived at a point in the history of 
humanity when the issue of the death penalty is not 
a concern of one COl.U1try m ore than another, but a 
general s truggle of all nations and of all peoples to 
reduce the level of violence in the world, Beca use of 
the role that Japan and Japanese religions play in the 
world, I hold it very opporhme that you too will 
make yom voice heard on this issue, 

Am ong those who are condenmed to dea th in the 
world there are also-but not always, and this too 
occm s to us-persons w ho have conunitted serious 
crimes, Our thoughts go first of all to their victims, to 
the sorrow of their family members, to the loneliness 
of those left behind, But in considering the d eath 
penalty-what it involves, the m essage of violence 
that it inevitably conununica tes, its intrinsic inhu­
manity-vve ask om'selves: what p mpose does it 
serve? Then the thought arises, can a sta te, a law­
abiding nation, a developed society, place itself on 
the same level as those who have killed or conunit­
ted other offenses, and itself kill? The Wes t declares 
itself p roud of its principles, among which are those 
tha t constitute so-called civil law and on which is 
based the insis tent request to respect hwuan rights, 
H owever, the dea th penalty contradicts all this, 

It often happens that particular cases of persons 
condenmed to dea th-because of apparent UU10-
cence, ex treme youth, or somethu1g else-arouse 
public opuuon and u1dividual consciences, It is nec­
essary nevertheless tha t a just but occasional concern 
for the accused should be accompalued by m ore 
comprehensive reflec tion, One does not ah vays suc­
ceed, U1 fact, U1 eXalnining closely enough the mal1Y 
and complex aspects of this exh'eme juridical sanc­
tion: from the coherence with which a s tate imposes 
its laws, to the prac tical utility of a de terrent to 
crime; from the conditions to which the accused is 
subjec ted, to the desire of the victim's relations, Of­
ten one is for or aga u1st this pUluslunent wi thout 
havu1g adequately evalua ted its man y human, 
m oral, social, or even economic implications, The 
m oratorium we propose is designed exactly to fos ter 
comprehensive reflec tion U1 the most ample and 
complete way possible, 
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To this campaign heads of state and people of 
government have already lent their support, such as 
Czech President Viiclav Havel; people in the worlds 
of culture and entertaimnent; and representatives of 
the Clu'istian chmches and the major world reli­
gions. In consideration of the importance of this ini­
tiative illld of your hlilllilll sensibility, I allow m yself 
to draw your attention to this appeal, promoted by 
the Conunmuty of Sant'Egidio and others, It is an 
appeal that I would define as coming from all men 
and all women of good will; from all, that is, who 
Willlt to sign it. 

The year 2000 is a date full of significance for the 
Clu'istian world, illld prompts Clu'istians to look 
with greater faith and greater hope to the future, 
There is, however, a need for all people, Clu"istiilllS 
illld non-Chl'istiilllS, religious persons illld those who 
are lUlcomnutted, to look with greater faith and 
greater hope to the future of the world illld of hu­
manity after such a dramatic and violent century. 
The moratorium on the death penalty is a s tep in this 
direction: suspending executions tlu'oughout the 
world and taking a deeper look at tlus problem 
would constitute a sign of ilulovation that would ill­
fluence positively the spiritual illld social develop­
ment of the whole world, 

'E 'if / l:: - 7 *,')~O);fo"!"~~n 

Ceremony after signing of the Mozambique peace agreement, 1992 
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Specia l Christmas lunch for the poor 

41 


