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Man of Peace

Efficiency at any price and fierce competitiveness are
characteristics of the profit-oriented culture of the con-
sumer society which constantly widens the gap between
rich and poor. The means by which this must be changed
cannot be the same means by which human rights and
dignity are violated.

Helder Camara has long been in the forefront of
those who seek radical social change through peaceful
means. Himself a man of great organizing ability, he
devotes his best efforts to stimulating the oppressed to
liberate themselves. A man who has held political office,
he believes in the need for political organizing. Above
all though, he believes in the dignity and worth of every
human being.

He is not afraid to name the violence hidden in struc-
tures which the beneficiaries of an iniquitous ‘status quo’
try to make believe is peace. Yet he does not advocate
changing those structures by violent means. By patient
presence and realistic pedagogy the downtrodden must
be helped see their situation and its causes and unite to
liberate themselves. Neither apathetic fatalism nor vio-
lent revolution, but positive nonviolent action is Helder
Camara’s answer to the causes of so much of the world’s
misery. It makes him eminently a man of peace in the
tradition of Ghandi and Martin Luther King and in the
spirit of the teaching and example of Jesus Christ.

It is our hope that the long-sighted gesture of this
fine award will help unite men of good will in the strug-
gle whose enemy is hunger and whose arms are courage
and brotherhood.
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NIWANO PEACE FOUNDATION
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De-
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Movement.”

To attain peace — this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history — cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan-
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli-
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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