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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep-
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritual decadence.

People of good will everywhere yearn for the over-
coming of these problems so that all people may be free
and may live lives of both spiritual and material afflu-
ence — in short, the realization of a truly peaceful socie-
ty. This calls for the orderly growth of a society that
aspires to the creation of a new world community.

But no one can accomplish this great task alone.
People of all races, religions, and strata of society must
join together, overcoming the differences that separate
them. Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit
of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid. To
discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion’s belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a
peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious cooper-
ation for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious un-
derstanding and cooperation, contributing to the cause
of world peace through their solidarity.

The Foundation has established the Niwano Peace
Prize to honor and encourage those who are devoting
themselves to interreligious cooperation in the cause of
peace, and to make their achievements known to as many
people as possible the world over. It is our deepest wish
that this will further promote interreligious cooperation
for peace and lead to the emergence of ever more people
devoting themselves to this cause.
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Qualifications for the Prize

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded annually to an
individual or group, domestic or international, that has
promoted interreligious cooperation and world peace.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize will be awarded every year
in April at a ceremony in Tokyo. The recipient will be
presented with the main prize of a certificate and the
subsidiary prize of ¥20 million and a medal. Following
the presentation ceremony the recipient will deliver a
commemorative address.

Nomination and Selection

People of religion and intellectual figures both with-
in Japan and overseas were asked to nominate candi-
dates for the first Niwano Peace Prize. Their nomina-
tions were sent to the Foundation for selection.

For the first Niwano Peace Prize, 600 people in 82
countries were asked to submit nominations. All the
nominations were screened by a committee comprising
representatives from Buddhism, Christianity Islam, and
academia, in addition to a representative of the Foun-
dation.



