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We are extremely happy that the auspicious day has
finally arrived for the first presentation of the Niwano
Peace Prize.

We received suggestions from many people regarding
our plans to award a peace prize as part of the work of
the Niwano Peace Foundation. A five-member panel
composed of learned men from Japan and representa-
tives of the world’s religions was formed to judge eligi-
bility. The candidates were screened beginning last
spring in accordance with the recommendations of some
600 advisors in 82 countries. This narrowed the list to
48 names. After serious deliberations the panel reached
a unanimous decision to award the first Niwano Peace
Prize to Dom Helder Pessoa Camara, Archbishop of
Olinda and Recife (Brazil), for his devoted efforts over
many years for cooperation between the faiths, justice
founded on religious belief, and peace.

The members of the panel worked long and hard to
reach their decision. The difficulty they had making a
final selection is proof that there are many men and
women of great character who are working on behalf
of peace for all mankind. This is both a great encour-
agement, and a new reminder of the weighty responsi-
bility we bear.

We hope that we will continue to have your guid-
ance and support.



