‘i’NMMNO

Akasaka Grand House 202, 8- 6-17
Akasaka Minato-ku, Tokyo 107, Japan

DEHFIE

T107 ﬁstiﬁ:élz#iﬁes 17 SRS 5 KA A202 T03-478-0607

M0 SR04



EI0EHFENEZES
The recipient of the Third
Niwano Peace Prize

’: é.&
‘
R AT Fifi .

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu 7D



On the Selection of the Recipient of the
Third Niwano Peace Prize
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We take immeasurable pleasure in the fact that the
Niwano Peace Prize Presentation Ceremony is taking
place for the third time this year. We wish to express
our deep appreciation to everyone who contributed to
making this occasion possible.

Both Archbishop Helder Camara of Brazil, the first
recipient, and the second recipient, Reverend Dr. Homer
Jack of the U.S.A. are fervent strivers for world peace
acting from a basic religious faith. They deserve much
praise for their great achievements.

This year, the screening committee has unanimous-
ly selected Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, president of the Buddhist
Association of China, as the third recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize. We feel honored that this time a
Buddhist and an Asian was chosen, and feel proud that
such an ardent worker for peace is from Asia.

In these times, as the obstacles in the way of peace
become greater and more extensive, strong effort and
cooperation on the part of large numbers of people has
grown imperative. When one takes a close look at the
situation of human rights issues in recent years, we can
particularly see how the work of religious people has
become increasingly essential.

In regard to this situation, it is our hope that by
awarding the Niwano Peace Prize we are contributing
even a small amount to the realization of peace in the
world.

We ask for guidance and support in our cause.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep-
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritural decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit
of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid. To
discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion’s belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a
peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above all
that the ideals and activities of interreligious coopera-
tion for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious
understanding and cooperation, contributing to the
cause of world peace through their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individuals
and organizations that have contributed significantly to
interreligious cooperation in a spirit of religion and
thereby furthering the cause of world peace, and to
make their achievements known as widely as possible
the world over. The Foundation hopes thus both to
deepen interreligious understanding and cooperation and
to stimulate the emergence of still more people devoting
themselves to world peace. The first Niwano Peace
Prize was awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa
Camara in 1983. The second Niwano Peace Prize went
to Dr. Homer A. Jack.
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Nomination and Selection

People of religion and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the third Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 800 people in 82 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominations were screened
by a committee comprising six representatives from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
April at a ceremony in Tokyo. The recipient is present-
ed with the main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary
prize of ¥20 million and a medal. Following the presen-
tation ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemora-
tive address.
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Why Mr. Zhao Pu Chu Was
Selected as the Third Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the
Niwano Peace Prize screening committee’s recommen-
dation, has decided to award the third Niwano Peace
Prize to Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, president of the Buddhist
Association of China, of the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, as a deeply devout Buddhist, has
devoted his life in a spirit of Buddhist compassion to
conducting various private social welfare activities such
as refugee relief, youth education and Red Cross aid
projects, from the time he was in his thirties.

After the People’s Republic of China was founded,
Mr. Zhao worked for the advancement of the new China,
and committed himself entirely to furthering the con-
cerns of the Chinese Buddhist community. In 1953, Mr.
Zhao became Vice-Chairman of the newly established
Buddhist Association of China, and concentrated his
efforts on the reconstruction of Buddhist temples, and
on the management, preservation, and restoration of
cultural relics. He helped also to revive the Buddhism of
the Tibetan people. In addition to this, in 1980 he re-
established the Chinese Buddhist Seminary, as the ortho-
dox Buddhist educational institute. Moreover, Mr. Zhao
has done much to enhance religious freedom in China.

Promotion of International Friendship and
Exchange: From 1953 for about ten years, Mr. Zhao
concentrated his energy on the movement which gather-
ed and returned to China the remains of thousands of
Chinese victims martyred in Japan during World War I1.
In 1955, he visited Japan as a member of the Chinese
delegation to the World Congress Against Atomic and
H-Bombs. When he first invited a Japanese Buddhist
delegation to visit China in 1957, he started a pattern of
such exchanges, thereby making a great contribution to
furthering the friendship between the peoples of China
and Japan. Mr. Zhao was able to be especially effective
in this way after the relations between Japan and China
were normalized in 1972. Furthermore, he has invited
Buddhists to China from many countries, including
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Thailand, Burma, and Sri Lanka, deepening China’s
international relationships and making a positive step in
mutual understanding.

Interreligious Cooperation: Within China, Mr. Zhao
has furthered the cooperation of Buddhists, Christians,
Muslims, Confucianists and Taoists, and has helped to
give more importance to the role of religious people in
society.

He has also exerted himself in the international
interreligious movement. One such time was when he
participated in the third Assembly of the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace (WCRP) at Princeton, U.S.
A., in 1979 as head of the Chinese delegation consisting
of ten Buddhist, Christian and Muslim members. In that
position, he initiated the statement for nuclear disarma-
ment. Since that time, serving on the WCRP Interna-
tional Committee, he has led religious people of many
countries in the way toward peace. All of these worthy
activities have gained Mr. Zhao much respect in the
world.

Mr. Zhao is also eminent as a poet, and recognized
worldwide as a master-calligrapher who often repre-
sents the Chinese calligraphy world. His love for human-
ity, his actions for peace, and enthusiasm for inter-
religious cooperation based on his profound learning and
deep faith have won Mr. Zhao praise and respect from
people around the world as an exemplary religious
leader.

The Niwano Peace foundation has decided to award
Mr. Zhao the third Niwano Peace Prize, in recognition
of all his many years of outstanding accomplishments,
both to show our deep esteem to him, and in the hope
that his example will inspire others to reach for similar
achievements.
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Message from Dr. Homer A. Jack on the occasion of
Mr. Zhao Pu Chu receiving the 1985 Niwano Peace
Prize:

As the second person to receive the Niwano Peace
Prize, I am deeply touched that Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has
been chosen as my successor. I was honored to follow
Archbishop Helder Camara, a symbol of prophetic reli-
gion for the entire continent of Latin America. And now
I am honored to be followed by a distinguished religious
leader of China, bigger in population and area than some
continents.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu richly deserves this award for his
longtime religious and interreligious endeavors for
peace and justice. As a Buddhist he has worked closely
with the other major religions of China: Catholicism,
Islam, Protestantism, and Taoism. He has helped them
in difficult times and continues to do so now when
conditions have much improved.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has enriched the connection in
China between religion and society. He has lessened the
division between temple and marketplace, between the
Sangha and the government.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has extended the hand of friend-
ship of all religions of China to the religions of Japan.
He has also created bridges, through the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace, to the religions and the
independent peace movements of the entire world.

Under his guidance, Buddhism is flourishing again
in China. The accents of the Buddha on peace he is
spreading in China and beyond. Thus it is entirely
appropriate that Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, as a Buddhist,
receive this award originally honoring a fellow Budd-
hist, Nikkyo Niwano.

I have had the privilege of knowing Mr. Zhao Pu
Chu for almost a decade and have been with him both in
China and the U.S.A. His warm personality is conta-
gious and his effectiveness is legendary.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu is the right person to receive this
award and it has been made at the right time. We all
offer our congratulations and felicitations!
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1907

1927
1949

1953

1954

1955

1959

1963

1964

1978

Born in Taihu Prefecture, Anhwei Province,
China

Graduated from Dong Wu University

Served as delegate to the first general assembly
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference

Served on the first Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference

Vice-Chairman of Eastern District Production
Aid Committee

Named Vice-President of the Buddhist Associa-
tion of China

Served on the second Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference

Visited Japan as a member of the Chinese delega-
tion to the World Congress Against Atomic and
Hydrogen Bombs

Served on the third Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference

Visited Japan to attend ceremonies commemorat-
ing the 1200th anniversary of the death of the
Chinese Buddhist priest Jianzhen (Ganjin)
Served on the standing committee of the fourth
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence

Served on the standing committee of the fifth
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence
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1979 Headed the Chinese delegation to the Third
Assembly of the World Conference on Religion
and Peace in Princeton
Named Vice-Chairman of the WCRP Interna-
tional Committee

1980 Named President of the Buddhist Association of
China
Responsible for the re-establishment of the
Chinese Buddhist Seminary

1982 Received the Cultural Award of the Bukkyo
Dendo Kyokai (Association for the Propagation
of Buddhism) of Japan.

Awarded an honorary doctorate by Bukkyo Uni-
versity, Kyoto

1984 Named a Chairman of the WCRP International
Committee

* % Served on the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth
National People’s Congress

Present Activities

* President of the Buddhist Association of China

* Vice-Chairman of the National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

* Central Vice-Chairman of the China Association for
the Promotion of Democracy

* President of the Association for the Study of the
History of China-Japan Relations

* Vice-President of the China-Japan Friendship Associa-
tion

* Vice-President of the Red Cross Society of China

* Vice-President of the Chinese Calligraphers Associa-
tion

Books
* Suitekishu
* Hensekishu
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NIWANO PEACE FOUNDATION
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De-
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for -Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Movement.”

To attain peace — this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history — cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan-
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli-
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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