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Message from Dr. Homer A. Jack on the occasion of
Mr. Zhao Pu Chu receiving the 1985 Niwano Peace
Prize:

As the second person to receive the Niwano Peace
Prize, I am deeply touched that Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has
been chosen as my successor. I was honored to follow
Archbishop Helder Camara, a symbol of prophetic reli-
gion for the entire continent of Latin America. And now
I am honored to be followed by a distinguished religious
leader of China, bigger in population and area than some
continents.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu richly deserves this award for his
longtime religious and interreligious endeavors for
peace and justice. As a Buddhist he has worked closely
with the other major religions of China: Catholicism,
Islam, Protestantism, and Taoism. He has helped them
in difficult times and continues to do so now when
conditions have much improved.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has enriched the connection in
China between religion and society. He has lessened the
division between temple and marketplace, between the
Sangha and the government.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu has extended the hand of friend-
ship of all religions of China to the religions of Japan.
He has also created bridges, through the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace, to the religions and the
independent peace movements of the entire world.

Under his guidance, Buddhism is flourishing again
in China. The accents of the Buddha on peace he is
spreading in China and beyond. Thus it is entirely
appropriate that Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, as a Buddhist,
receive this award originally honoring a fellow Budd-
hist, Nikkyo Niwano.

I have had the privilege of knowing Mr. Zhao Pu
Chu for almost a decade and have been with him both in
China and the U.S.A. His warm personality is conta-
gious and his effectiveness is legendary.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu is the right person to receive this
award and it has been made at the right time. We all
offer our congratulations and felicitations!
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