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Why Mr. Zhao Pu Chu Was
Selected as the Third Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the
Niwano Peace Prize screening committee’s recommen-
dation, has decided to award the third Niwano Peace
Prize to Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, president of the Buddhist
Association of China, of the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Zhao Pu Chu, as a deeply devout Buddhist, has
devoted his life in a spirit of Buddhist compassion to
conducting various private social welfare activities such
as refugee relief, youth education and Red Cross aid
projects, from the time he was in his thirties.

After the People’s Republic of China was founded,
Mr. Zhao worked for the advancement of the new China,
and committed himself entirely to furthering the con-
cerns of the Chinese Buddhist community. In 1953, Mr.
Zhao became Vice-Chairman of the newly established
Buddhist Association of China, and concentrated his
efforts on the reconstruction of Buddhist temples, and
on the management, preservation, and restoration of
cultural relics. He helped also to revive the Buddhism of
the Tibetan people. In addition to this, in 1980 he re-
established the Chinese Buddhist Seminary, as the ortho-
dox Buddhist educational institute. Moreover, Mr. Zhao
has done much to enhance religious freedom in China.

Promotion of International Friendship and
Exchange: From 1953 for about ten years, Mr. Zhao
concentrated his energy on the movement which gather-
ed and returned to China the remains of thousands of
Chinese victims martyred in Japan during World War I1.
In 1955, he visited Japan as a member of the Chinese
delegation to the World Congress Against Atomic and
H-Bombs. When he first invited a Japanese Buddhist
delegation to visit China in 1957, he started a pattern of
such exchanges, thereby making a great contribution to
furthering the friendship between the peoples of China
and Japan. Mr. Zhao was able to be especially effective
in this way after the relations between Japan and China
were normalized in 1972. Furthermore, he has invited
Buddhists to China from many countries, including
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Thailand, Burma, and Sri Lanka, deepening China’s
international relationships and making a positive step in
mutual understanding.

Interreligious Cooperation: Within China, Mr. Zhao
has furthered the cooperation of Buddhists, Christians,
Muslims, Confucianists and Taoists, and has helped to
give more importance to the role of religious people in
society.

He has also exerted himself in the international
interreligious movement. One such time was when he
participated in the third Assembly of the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace (WCRP) at Princeton, U.S.
A., in 1979 as head of the Chinese delegation consisting
of ten Buddhist, Christian and Muslim members. In that
position, he initiated the statement for nuclear disarma-
ment. Since that time, serving on the WCRP Interna-
tional Committee, he has led religious people of many
countries in the way toward peace. All of these worthy
activities have gained Mr. Zhao much respect in the
world.

Mr. Zhao is also eminent as a poet, and recognized
worldwide as a master-calligrapher who often repre-
sents the Chinese calligraphy world. His love for human-
ity, his actions for peace, and enthusiasm for inter-
religious cooperation based on his profound learning and
deep faith have won Mr. Zhao praise and respect from
people around the world as an exemplary religious
leader.

The Niwano Peace foundation has decided to award
Mr. Zhao the third Niwano Peace Prize, in recognition
of all his many years of outstanding accomplishments,
both to show our deep esteem to him, and in the hope
that his example will inspire others to reach for similar
achievements.
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