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Why Dr. Philip A. Potter Was Selected
as the Fourth Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the
Niwano Peace Prize Screening Committee’s recommen-
dation, has decided to award the fourth Niwano Peace
Prize to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica, General
Secretary of the World Council of Churches from 1972
to 1984.

In addition to leading countless people to salvation
through his outstanding leadership as a Methodist
minister, Dr. Potter has worked tirelessly on the interna-
tional level for ecumenism and world peace. He has been
associated with the WCC since its founding in 1948.
Working within the WCC, which has a membership of
304 churches in more than 100 countries, representing
some 400 million Christians, Dr. Potter has devoted
himself wholeheartedly to the WCC’s goals of promoting
understanding among Christian churches and interfaith
dialogue. As General Secretary from November 1972 to
December 1984, he resolutely attacked and overcame
many obstacles to peace through his strong leadership
rooted in deep faith, a firm sense of purpose, and a spirit
of enterprise.

Among his many accomplishments, those in four

fields may be singled out for special mention: the
nuclear disarmament movement, the struggle against
racism and for human rights, the relief and rehabilita-
tion of refugees and victims of war and disaster, and the
promotion of interfaith dialogue.
The nuclear disarmament movement: This is an area
that Dr. Potter has always considered a major priority
and to which he has devoted special effort. His sincerity
has led Christians worldwide to stronger recognition of
the urgency of the nuclear issue, as a result of which the
WCC has elected to stand in the forefront of the move-
ment to abolish nuclear weapons.

Dr. Potter’s efforts for nuclear disarmament have
won high international esteem. He was invited to
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address the United Nations General Assembly special
sessions on disarmament in 1978 and 1982, where he
appealed for nuclear disarmament on behalf of the
Non-Governmental Organizations, further enhancing
international recognition of his leadership in this move-
ment. He also chaired the first major world conference
of NGOs, held in Geneva in 1981, on the theme “Disarma-
ment and World Public Opinion.”

The struggle against vacism and for human vights: This
struggle Dr. Potter has always considered one of his
major religious tasks. His conviction that every human
being without exception is a member of the human
family and that therefore racism is a sin against both
God and humanity has led him to fight against all forms
of racism, and apartheid in particular. His influence,
based on his character and vision, has played a large
part in shaping the WCC'’s strong stance against racism,
violations of human rights, torture, and other inhuman
dealings in society.

The relief and rehabilitation of refugees and victims of
war and disaster: Dr. Potter’s concern for refugees and
victims of war and disaster grows out of his religious
conviction that the way of God entails sharing God’s
love with all men and women. His belief in the crucial
importance of human dignity for all people, regardless
of race, religion, or creed, led him to make relief for
those whose basic human needs remain unfulfilled his
first task upon being elected General Secretary of the
WCC. His emphasis on the importance of providing
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relief for refugees, victims of war and disaster, and the
oppressed, as well as continuing help in their efforts
toward rehabilitation and self-reliance, led to the estab-
lishment of the Ecumenical Development Fund, through
which the WCC channels millions of dollars yearly to the
needy, mainly in the third world.

The promotion of interfaith dialogue: Dr. Potter’s devo-
tion to this cause is the natural outgrowth of his own
family background as the son of a Roman Catholic
father and a Protestant mother. He became convinced in
his youth that ecumenism was the only way to realize
the Kingdom of God on earth. He took part in the
WCC’s founding assembly in Amsterdam in 1948 and
joined the staff in 1954. He has held leadership positions
in the five subsequent WCC assemblies. He has devoted
constant effort to the cause of deeper understanding
among member churches and dialogue with both the
Roman Catholic Church and other faiths.

In his address upon taking office as General Secre-
tary, Dr. Potter declared his dedication to ecumenism
and human harmony. These themes were reaffirmed by
a wide spectrum of Christians at the fifth and sixth
WCC assemblies and were translated into specific WCC
policies and activities. The subunit on Dialogue with
People of Living Faiths, for example, took on added
vigor under Dr. Potter’s leadership.

Dr. Potter has repeatedly stated his deep conviction
that all the peoples of the world must work together if
we are to deal effectively with the many problems that
hang over humanity. His dedication to interfaith dia-
logue, based on a spirit of religious tolerance, has had a
strong influence on the growth of interreligious under-
standing and cooperation on the international level.

The hallmarks of all Dr. Potter’s work are penetrat-
ing insight informed by deep faith in God and unstinting
self-sacrifice. The Niwano Peace Foundation presents
Dr. Potter with the fourth Niwano Peace Prize both in
honor of his outstanding achievements and in the heart-
felt hope that his example will inspire many others to
devote themselves in the same way to the cause of world
peace.
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