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1 would like to begin by thanking all those whose efforts
have made today’s presentation of the fourth Niwano
Peace Prize possible.

Every year the Niwano Peace Foundation receives
many nominations for the Peace Prize from around the
world. And every year I am deeply moved upon realizing
once again how many people are devoting themselves in
a religious spirit to bringing about peace on earth. In
selecting Dr.Philip A. Potter to receive the fourth Peace
Prize, for example, a six-member committee that
includes representatives of Buddhism, Christianity, and
Islam rigorously screened nominations submitted by 826
people representing 121 countries.

Dr. Potter is a highly fitting choice. As a Methodist
minister, he has brought succor to many, and his selfless
activities in the World Council of Churches, most recent-
ly as General Secretary, are well known. His unstinting
efforts in behalf of human rights and interfaith dialogue
have had an incalculable impact. This turbulent world
has need of more people with Dr. Potter’s zeal and
magnanimity.

All the activities of the Niwano Peace Foundation
are directed toward promoting peace through coopera-
tion transcending religious differences. Thanks to your
help, ladies and gentlemen, we have been able to work
steadily toward this goal since the Foundation’s incep-
tion. In closing, I would like to express my deep grati-
tude and ask your continued understanding and support.



