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President, The Niwano Peace Foundation

FEYT H 4K
Nikkyo Niwano

SEITHE S B2 2 EFFMHA, A1 X7 At
SEohBsZ iz ELT,

TCRIAMDE 1T, 4 AT 4L TE, OFW®RT
BOETH, ATV AT 7BERLEITE-T, %< DA
RADA AT LAFTEEIN 2 FZHTH 2 £ w5 RAB L
PRTVWBEZEEELET,

T4 AT LEDa—F ik, ¥/ — F (Jihade
W) OFEZ VWL BPNTBY T HLSMEDI L TH
DELED, LL, TOIN—FH4 AT LADHEMKIC
EDETE, THOBIZARVIZENTZZ L LWV DMK
ROEKR LR FR->TBY £7,

BE, MRS X7 LABESREENGO L LTHENER
BLEBI, A AT LHERO—EDD, BTi3izs:
DOXfEE. WA BLEHABFTIEwET,

HROFHADCED S 4 AT LEEDHE LS LT,
AAZ LB ERECLTHRADFMEES LI TEZR
Ao T EWRIIHF—EE L TOMRA R T AHEORIT
NREBREISHETEITERCE>TL 2D I ER
TEDZEY,

ZOFERCRGH#HE L ZOREHETHEI~YL—T « FT
VESRICFEME2BELTE3 23, 2 LICEBHER
I HBDLE IR, BT L» o BHLEBHL LT
HBRETCITEVET,

MESSAGE

The fifth Niwano Peace Prize is to be presented to
the World Muslim Congress.

As you already know, “Islam” means “peace”.
However, the Iran-Iraq War and other problems have
given many Japanese the preconception that Islam is a
martial religion.

This must be all the more true because in the Is-
lamic Quran the concept of jihad (sacred war) is emphas-
ized. However, I have been told that according to Is-
lamic scholars, the original meaning of jihad is “great
endeavor in the way of God”.

In fact, the World Muslim Cnogress, endeavoring as
a N.G.O. of the United Nations, is the organization
which is extremely active in both creating the unity and
solidality of Islam and working for religious dialogue
and cooperation.

In view of the number of Islamic believers in the
world’s religious population, it is impossible to talk
about peace without including Islam. I am convinced
that more and more significant will becomes the role
which the world Muslim Congress should fulfill in the
future.

In this sense, it is truly timely that this award is to
be presented to the World Muslim Congress and Dr. M.
A. Dawalibi, its representative. I wish to express sincere
congratulations.
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On the Selection of the Recipient of the
Fifth Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize in recognition of the necessity to
make efforts for peace from a religious standpoint. The
prize was presented for the first in a ceremony in 1983.
This year, we are pleased to be able to observe the fifth
presentation ceremony. We have been able to accom-
plish this because of the advice and support of all con-
cerned, for which I want to express my deepest grati-
tude.

I have been told that the four people who have
received past prizes have continued working with as
much religious enthusiasm as ever toward realization of
a peaceful society. I admire them and pray for them and
that they continue their activities vigorously in the
future.

In order to select the Fifth Niwano Peace Prize
winner, our Foundation solicited nominations for candi-
dates from 794 people in 124 countries. Seventy candi-
dates were nominated and scrutinized with strict fair-
ness. Through a careful screening by a six-member
comittee consisting of representatives of various reli-
gions, the Foundation decided to award this year’s
Niwano Peace Prize to the World Muslim Cogress.

The World Muslim Cogress is the first winner of the
Niwano Peace Prize from the Islamic world and it is
also the first organizational recipient of the award. As a
major world religion, Islam plays an important role in
striving for world peace.

Since its establishment in 1926, the World Muslim
Congress has worked for “the unity and solidarity of
Islam”, “the dissemination of Islamic concepts” and
“dialogue with other religions” to alleviate the confusion
existing in the world.

Although Islam is not yet sufficiently understood in
Japan, I hope that the presentation of this Peace Prize
will enhance understanding of the Islamic religion by the
Japanese people and promote further inter-
denominational cooperation for world peace. In conclu-
sion, I pray for the success of your work and ask for
your advice and suggestions.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep-
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit
of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid. To
discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion’s belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a
peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above all
that the ideals and activities of interreligious coopera-
tion for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious
understanding and cooperation, contributing to the
cause of world peace through their solidarity.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individuals
and organizations that have contributed significantly to
interreligious cooperation in a spirit of religion and
thereby furthering the cause of world peace, and to
make their achievements known as widely as possible
the world over. The Foundation hopes thus both to
deepen interreligious understanding and cooperation and
to stimulate the emergence of still more people devoting
themselves to world peace. The first Niwano Peace
Prize was awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa
Camara of Brazil in 1983, the second to Dr. Homer A.
Jack of the United States, the third to Zhao Pu Chu of
the People’s Republic of China and the fourth to Dr.
Philip A. Potter of Dominica.

Nomination and Selection

People of religion and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the fifth Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 862 people in 121 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominations were screened
by a committee comprising six representative from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
April at a ceremony in Tokyo. The recipient is present-
ed with the main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary
prize of ¥20 million and a medal. Following the presen-
tation ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemora-
tive address.
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Why World Muslim Congress Was Selected
as the Fifth Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation (President, Nikkyo
Niwano ; Chairman, Motoyuki Naganuma) has decided
to award the fifth Niwano Peace Prize to the World
Muslim Congress (Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami).

Since its establishment in 1926, the World Muslim
Congress (Motamar) has strengthened the world-wide
solidarity and integration of Islam and, with the aim of
promoting mutual understanding and friendship with
other religions, has worked to build a world community
that will assure peaceful coexistance accompanied by
justice.

Motamar’s activities toward realizing peace extend
to many areas, and it has made particularily outstanding
contributions to the unity and solidarity of Islam, the
dissemination of Islamic concepts, and dialogue with
other religions.

The unity and solidarity of Islam is Motamar’s
primary goal, and the organization has extended every
effort to create an Islamic community by removing the
distrust and misunderstanding that exists between dif-
ferent Muslim groups throughout the world and provid-
ing a bridge of good will and understanding among
them.

Initiatives of Motamar have encouraged holding the
Islamic Summit, and founding the Organization of Is-
lamic Countries (OIC). It also proposed the establish-
ment of various Islamic organizations, such as the Islam
Development Bank (IDB), and contributed significantly
to their realization. As a non-governmental organization
(NGO) representing the Islamic world, Motamar has
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sent delegations to the Islamic Summit and the Islamic
Foreign Ministers’ Conference, where it has made spe-
cific proposals regarding the various problems of Is-
lamic society. Furthermore, as a mediatory and arbitrat-
ing organization in international and regional disputes,
it has worked toward achieving peace in a great number
of situations, foremost among them being the Pales-
tinian problem and the Iran-Iraq War.

As an international Islamic NGO, it has also served
to strengthen solidarity in the Muslim world by working
for the recognition of the just demands of Muslim
minorities and conducting other activities.

Through the dissemination of Islamic concepts,
Motamar has offered, not only to the Islamic commu-
nity but to the world as a whole, a correct understanding
of Islam as a religion of peace, and has continued to
make appeals for the role of religion and ethics that
promote better mutual understanding and peace.

To this end, Motamar disseminates correct informa-
tion about Islam and the Quran to the United Nations
General Assembly and other United Nations organiza-
tions and to the governments of nations throughout the
world. Motamar also publishes a bulletin to provide
education and insight on Islam and Muslim problems. By
sponsoring international conferences, seminars, and
symposiums, Motamar also strives to clarify the basic
causes of the critical unrest facing humankind today
and, while having Islam as its keynote, it is working for
peace on a global scale, transcending race, nationality or
creed.

In particular, Motamar is drawing attention for its
activities to encourage the reduction of nuclear arms.
These include having been the sole Islamic organization
to address the General Assembly of the 2nd United
Nations Special Session on Disarmament and, in 1984,
holding the first Islamic seminar on nuclear arms reduc-
tion, which dealt with the theme “The Nuclear Arms
Race and Arms Reduction—the Islamic Perspective”.

Motamar has continued to promote dialogue with
other religions for the sake of mutual understanding
among religions in order to achieve peace on earth and
has also continued to appeal for equal treatment for all
people.

13
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Motamar firmly believes that the global problems
confronting mankind today are the concern not only of
one paticular religion but of people of all religions and
traditions. Being aware that people of religion have
mutual responsibility to cooperate in order to bring
about peace on earth, this organizations is making
efforts to create harmonious relationships among all
beliefs, creeds and religions through continuing friendly
dialogue with other religions.

Up until now it has sponsored the Joint Meeting of
Religious Leaders of Muslims, Catholics, Orthodox
Christians and Protestants at Amman in 1967 and
Islamic-Christian interreligious talks, entitled “Live
Together, Work Together”. in 1982. The latter, which
aimed to promote mutual understanding and coopera-
tion between both sides, as well as peace, was attended
by thirty representatives from each. The World Council
of Churches invited religious leaders, ministers and
scholars to participate on the Christian side. Motamar
led the Islamic representatives, inviting religious leaders
and scholars to participate.

Motamar actively contributes to the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace (WCRP), which is composed
of individuals and organizations of different religious
backgrounds working for the promotion of dialogue and
understanding between religions and for the settlement
of disputes and promotion of peace. Motamar’s devotion
to international cooperative religious activities is exem-
plified by its having official representatives fulfilling
executive functions, in the WCRP, internationally as
well as regionally.

Up until now, Motamar, as the world’s oldest inter-
national Islamic organization, has fulfilled an important
role in creating cooperation within Islamic society and
in constructing a world community.

The Niwano Peace Foundation presents Motamar
with the fifth Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of the
achievements it has made over a period of many years
and in the heartfelt hope that in the future it will further
promote dialogue and cooperation among religions and
that its work will inspire many more people to devote
themselves to the cause of world peace.
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1926

1931

1934

1949

1950

1951

1955

1962

1963

1964

1965

World Muslim Congress (Motamar Al-Alam
Al-Islami) was founded in Makkah Mukar-
ramah (Saudi Arabia) in 1926

The Second World Conferecne of the Motamar
at Baitul Maqdus (Jerusalem)

Jerusalem was chosen as the Headquarters of
the Motamar and it so remained till the begin-
ning of the 2nd World War

Strove for settlement of a boundary despute
between Saudi Arabia and Yemen

The Third World Conference of the Motamar
at Karach (Pakistan)

Movement for the basic right and right of
self-determination of people of Jammu and
Kashimir-one million world-wide. signature
campaign presented to U.N’s Secretary General
The Fourth World Conference of the Motamar
at Karach apart from the main conference, two
special sessions; Woman’s Session and Youth
Session

Karach was chosen as the Headquarters of the
Motamar

Oragnized the first Youth Conference of Mus-
lim, and established IJAMA

The Fifth World Conference of the Motamar at
Baghdad (Iraq)

First-ever world Map of Muslim countries.
Publication of a weekly review, “The Muslim
World”

Muslim Assembly at Kuala Lumpur

This is the first assembly in Asia and the
Pacific Ocean area

The Sixth World Conference of the Motamar
at Mogadishu (Somalia). This is the first confer-
ence in Africa.

Took the decision that Musalmans have no
aggressive designs, and proposed to create an
area of peace in the present belligerent blocs
First-ever World Muslim Gazetteer (One vol-
ume Encyclopadeia)

Motamar had thrown the idea of celebrating
the 1400 anniversary of the Nazool (Revelation)
of the Holy Quran, and the Quran Councils and
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1965-69

1966

1967

1975

1977

1979

1980

Committes were set up in over 30 different
Countries for the celebration of this event. 3
countries make the issue of commemorative
stamps

World-wide Campaign and lobby for the Is-
lamic countries Summit

Admitted to U.N. and given a Consultative
Status

The Seventh World Conference of the Motamar
at Amman (Jordan)

Sent deligations to various parts of the world to
appeal the problem of Palestine, one deligation
proceeded to U.N. to hold a press conference on
this subject

First-ever joint meeting of religious leaders of
Muslims, Catholics, Orthodoxy Christians and
Protestants at Amman

In 1950’s and 60’s, struggle for Human Rights
and decolonization of Tunisia, Somalia,
Morocco, Malaysia, Algelia, Nigeria

Second Edition of World Muslim Gazetteer
First-ever Report on Muslim Minorities
First-ever Book on Muslim Minorites of the
world entitled “Country by Country Survey of
the Muslim Minorities of the World”

Study Mission to Philippines and Thailand

Dr. Inamullah Khan, Secretary General of
Motamur was appointed a Vice-Chairman of
the WCRP International Committee

Dr. Vigar A. Hamdani (the Motamar Ambassa-
dor to the U.N., Former the Pakistan Ambassa-
dor to the U.N.) participated in WCRP III and
appointed a member of the WCRP Interna-
tional Committee

Dr. Smail Balic (President of Social Services
Association for Muslim, represented Motamar
in the U.N.) participated in WCRP and
appointed a member of the WCRP Interna-
tional Committee

The Eighth World Conference of the Motamar
at Fiamagusta (Kibris) on “Peace, Difficulties
of Mankind”. This is the first conference in
Europe

18
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1981

1982

1983

1984

1985
1986

International Seminar at Tokyo (Japan) on
“Islam and the New World Order”. This is the
first international seminar in the Far East
Peace Mission to Philippines

International Seminar at Colombo (Sri Lanka)
on “Universality of Islam”. Official delegations
from both the countries Iran and Iraq par-
ticipated and a Peace Mission of Motamar
(World Muslim Congress) visited both the coun-
tries leading for peace

Christian-Muslim Dialogue at Colombo on “Liv-
ing and Working Together” between two major
veligious communities for better understanding,
cooperation, and peace

Thirty religious leaders from each side par-
ticipated from all over the world. The Christian
leader, clergymen and scholars were invited by
World Council of Churches (based in Geneva)
and Muslim leaders and scholars were invited
by Motamar (Karachi based)

Only Muslim body invited by UN to deliver
Islamic View point on Disarmament at SSD-II
Peace and Unity dialogue for Filipinos at Kara-
chi on “Peace and Unity Dialogue of Filipino
Muslims”

First-ever Islamic Seminar on “Nuclear Arms
Race and Disarmament: Muslim Perspective”
International Seminar at Islamabad (Pakistan)
on “Islamic Solidarity in the Service of World
Peace”

The Fourth Assembly of the WCRP at Nairobi
(Kenya)

Dr. Inamullah Khan was appointed a Chairman
of the WCRP International Committee

Third Edition of World Muslim Gazetteer
First-ever Book on brief the history of all
Muslim countries from early days entitled “Is-
lamic History”

Motamar also published “Economic Resources
of the Muslim Countries of the World among
Others” “Islam and Economy” “A view of Is-
lamic culture” “Study of the Common Wealth
of Muslim Countries”
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ISLAM AND PEAGE

Adress by Dr. Maarouf Al-Dawalibi
On Being Awarded the Niwano Peace Prize

WRA 25 A BREEC RS, #DO%:

It is a great for me, in my capacity as President of
the “World Muslim Congress” Organization in Karachi,
to be invited with some of my colleagues in the Organi-
zation to this world-wide gathering prepared by the
Niwano Peace Foundation to honour our organization
for its activity and continuous participation in efforts
deployed for peace amongst religions at times, and
amongst the cultures of all nations, peoples and coun-
tries at other times -+

However, I find it incumbent on us in this Fifth
Annual World Gathering organized by the Niwano
Peace Foundation to honour those working for peace
amongst nations and religions, to make it—in the first
place—a tribute to this world organization, its great
founder and originator, the Most Honourable Nikkyo
Niwano. This Japanese man was deeply affected by the
tragedies caused by the Second World War all over the
world in general, and in Japan in particular; by the blood
that was shed; by the tears that flowed; by the unforget-
table destruction, disasters and human suffering left
behind -+ Moved by these human affections, he
became this benevolent individual, never at rest, always
on the move, to save what can be saved and alleviate the
suffering of displaced persons everywhere ------ He went
on with his work for more than thirty years, persevering
in his humanitarian achievements, ending with founding
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this great world organization (Niwano Peace Founda-
tion) in Japan in 1978, which represents his involvement
in laying the foundaments of the call for world peace in
areas covering thought, culture, sciences and education,
in a spirit of religious toleration and inter-religious
co-operation for “peace”.

To this great humane individual, we convey our
reverence and respect for his distinguished person, and
our gratitude for his outstanding accomplishments, espe-
cially in such world circumstances where tension and
unrest prevail everywhere, where life grew tenebrous
and where the race between majour powers for suprem-
acy in armaments intensified on land, sea and in space.
This enjoins on all those working for peace to meet first,
get acquainted and co-operate, in particular leading
religious thinkers from different nations, peoples, coun-
tries and religions.

The “World Muslim Congress” Organization you
are gathered here today to honour with the Fifth
Niwano Peace Award was founded in 1926—in the
aftermath of the First World War and its disasters—in
circumstances identical to those of the foundation of the
Niwano Peace Foundation, following the end of World
War II and its disasters -++--+ Thus, no sooner had World
War [ ended than colonialism, as you well know,
dominated Africa and Asia, especially Islamic countries,
with the exception of few - The victorious powers,
then, founded the League of Nations to divide among
themselves spoils and acquisitions -+ This situation
prompted the leader of the Arabian Peninsula at that
time, that great King Abdulaziz Al-Saud, to call upon
the leading Islamic thinkers in various parts of the
Islamic world to hold their congress in Mecca, holy
capital city of Islam, in order to consider the enormous
human disasters caused by that war in various countries
in general, and the Islamic world in particular - It
was the first popular Islamic congress to be held in the
Islamic world, in its first session, to make those who
divided the spoils of weakened world among themselves
hear the voice of the Islamic world as well as the voice
of mankind, subjugated by colonialism ------ The second
session was held in Jerusalem and convened by Haj
Amin Al-Husseiini, Grand Mufui of Palastins.
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Having held several sessions, this congress became,
following World War II, an international Islamic orga-
nization known as the “World Muslim Congress” Orga-
nization based in Karachi and registered at the United
Nations as an observer Social Islamic body. Article 3.14
of its constitution stipulates that it aims at “unifying
efforts fo maintain peace and stability in the world -+
to originate conditions where the dignilty of man 1is
respected ++++++ to participated in cultural activities bene-
ficial to all mankind -+ “without distinction of race,
sex or religion; it believes in the right for all to have a
decent life and to fully enjoy basic human rights. This
organization of leading Islamic thinkers thus became
the first Humanitarian Islamic organization, established
in Mecca by the founder of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, His Majesty the late King Abdulaziz Al-Saud,
may Got rest his soul.

The “World Muslim Congress” held several
symposia, especially in recent year;

a Symposium on “Islam and Human Problems”,
held in the Turkish part of Cyprus to reconcile the
Greek and Turkish communities and to establish
a dialogue between them under auspices of the
United Nations.

b Symposium on “Islamic Solidarity for World
Peace”, held in Islamabad-Pakistan. The United
Nations and the major Christian organizations
were invited.

¢ Symposium on “Islam and the New Interna-
tional Economic Order” for the benefit of all, held
in Tokyo and opened by the Japanese Prime
Minister. A representative of the United Nations
Organization was attending -+

d Two symposia on the “Universalism of Islam ”,
held in Colombo, capital city of Buddhist Sri
Lanka, under the auspices of the Sri Lankan
government, on the occasion of the world-wide
celebrations at the beginning of the 15th Century
A.H.; the first symposium was opened by the Sri
Lankan President -+---+ The World Church Coun-
cil, Geneva, participated in the second symposium

e In addition to this, the President, accompanied
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T4 UEYDLRY LEDHEE (1983F)

by members of the Congress, makes visits and
holds meetings from time to time to reconcile
fighting parties, whether on governmental and
popular levels for example when a Congress dele-
gation visited President Marcos of the Philippines
to reconcile the government and rebellious Is-
lamic regions -+ or on governmental levels only
when the Congress delegation visited both the
Iranian and Iraqi Presidents in 1982, in a media-
tory and reconciliatory mission to stop the war,
spare blood and work for world peace.

We, at the “World Muslim Congress”, we always
act for peace, regardless of regimes and religions. This
is also an emanation of the same definitive Islamic
teachings on which Islam is based; we shall refer thereto
here below with the utmost succinctness and clarity by
evoking definitive texts in Islam, as follows;

Firstly—it is only appropriate in this context to
begin by expounding the meaning of the word “Islam”
applied by the religion of Islam to all divine religions
since the times of the great prophet Abraham, the father
of prophets -+ The word “Islam” means here the call
to “worship peace” by believing in the rules of “Islam”
------ because “peace” is one of the glorious names of
God in “Islam”. Many Muslims like to call their children
“Adbulsalam” meaning; Worshiper of peace, which is
one of their favourite names.

Secondly—the Prophet of Islam, when all Arab
tribes previously engaged in internecine fight have em-
braced “Islam”, addressed them during the last “pilgrim-
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DO%R (h5F)

age” he performed in the last year of his life by saying;
“Do not revert to being unbelievers after I'm gone,
fighting with one another”,

thus proclaiming that “combatting” each other after
Islam is to stop believing in God Who is Peace. ++--- The
Quran says;

“O ye who believe!

Enter into Peace whole-heartedly;

And follow not the footsteps of the Evil One;

For he is to you an avowed enemy. S.II, 208”

The Quran also makes it obligatory to appel for
Justice in case of dispute;

“If ye differ in anything among yourselves, Refer it

to God and His Apostle, (i. e. to the Islamic Law). If

ye do believe in God and the Last Day; That is best,

and mostsuitable for final determination. S.IV, 59”

Thirdly—the Quran makes it binding for any of two
belligerents to accept to stop the war immediately if his
adversary inclines towards a peaceful solution, even if
such adversary is not a Muslim. Concerning those
enemies of the Prophet who attributed associates to
God, the Quran says;

“But if the enemy incline towads peace,

Do thou also incline towards peace,

and trust in God -+***

Should they intend to deceive thee,

Verily God sufficeth thee -+ S.VII, 61-62”
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So, the Quran puts both Muslims and non-Muslims
on the same footing when it comes to rules enjoying
peace. The Quran dose not allow the Prophet of Islam to
go on with the war in this case, even if he thinks that his
enemies intend to deceive him:

“As long as these stand true to you,

Stand ye true to them. SIX, 77

Fourthly—In addition to the above, the Quran calls
for kindness towards non-Muslims in general, even if
such kindness is not reciprocal;

“God forbids you not,

With regard to those who fight you

Nor for your faith

Nor drive you out of your homes,

From dealing kindly and justly with them;

For God loveth those who are just. S.IX, 8”

Thus, Islam, for the first time in the history of
nations and religions, has opened the way for peaceful
co-existence among beliefs and religions «---+ Further-
more Islam even tells you fo be kind and give protection
to those who have different beliefs and religions than
yours, unless they fight you for your faith or drive you
out of your home.

At the forefront of such acts of Kindness was “the
protection of Sanctuaries and holy places of non-
Muslims” the same way the Sanctuaries and holy places
of Muslims are protected; the second Caliph Omar Ibn
Al-Khattab did give protection to the “Church of the
Holy Sepulchre” when he entered Jerusalem.

Fifthly—finally, to lay emphasis on peaceful co-
existence which is a binding duty for all nations and
religions, the Quran proclaims the unity of the human
family: all people, regardless of their race, colour, reli-
gion, sex and language constitute one human family
honoured by God without distinction. The Quran says;

“We have honoured the sons of Adam.

S.XVII, 70”

And on the unity of the human family, the Quran
says:
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“O mankind! We created you
From a single pair of a male and a female,
And made you into nations and tribes,
That ye man Know each other.
Verily the most honoured of you
In the sight of God
Is he who is the most righteous of you.
S.XLIX, 13”

The Prophet of Islam confirmed this when he said;
“All men are God’s dependents, and those He likes
most are those most beneficial to His dependents”

on a basis of mutual Kindness and total solidarity in life,

for better or for worse, without discrimination. The

Prophet, during the last Pilgrimage he peformed, said;
“Your blood and property are sacred to you ------
Righteousness is the only difference between an
Arab and a non-Arab, between a black man and a
white man”.

This means a strong attachment to this equality,
without belligerence, in pursuance of the right for all
human societies for a decent life without discrimination.

Proceeding From these fundamental Islamic con-
cepts, on the basis of which education in general should
be established, Islam devised the “Islamic Solution” to
all human problems under the guarantee of justice for a
better decent life for man with regard to all its issues
limited to;

a issues on the difference in beliefs and religions;

b issues on the conduct of man towards his

brother man.

With regard to issues on the difference in beliefs and

religions,
Islam enjoins on total freedom in this respect without
coercion nor dominion -+ However, Islam calls for the

guidance of scientific and intellectual notions and, there-
fore, made scientific development in general an obliging
duty. Islam even inflicts punishment on those who reject
edeucation and learning.
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With vegard to issues on the conduct of wman
towards his brother man, Islam enjoins on three duties,
the basis for education:

1. the belief in the wunity of the human society

without distinction.

2. the necessary “solidarity” amongst all members
of this Human Society, for better or for worse, to
ensure a decent life.

the establishment of a legal authority to ascer-
tain right between them according to the princi-
ples of justice without discrimination, the princi-
ples of consultation and democracy, and the
governing of the people conforming to the will of
the people.

B

Finally, this is Islam, its concepts and principles, on
which we base our work with all other beliefs and
religions fo ensure peace amongst nations and countries.
------ These are the solutions offered by Islam to our
human problems, based on the right of all for a decent
life, without discrimination nor belligerence.

I reiterate here what I've called for—in the congress
held at Villa Nova Catholic University, Villa Nova City,
U.S.A, in 1985—that the major religions should play
together the role enjoined upon them by religious think-
ing for the sake of peace. It is incumbent upon us here
today to plan for such meeting, to work for its realiza-
tion, with strenght and faith, and to from a high level
delegation to contact all world leaders, calling for peace,
co-operation and solidarity amongst mankind.

We call upon all religious leaders and organizations
fix a week every year during which all religions shall
call for peace and shall agree with the United Nations to
hold a session every year where religions shall call for
co-operation among them and among nations to ensure
the supremacy of peace, and to protect human rights and
the sanctity of the right of all nations and peoples for
auto-determination.

To all this we call those who work faithfully to
ensure the dignity of man.
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I heartily congratulate the Niwano Peace Founda-
tion in rewarding the Peace Prize for 1987 to the
esteemed World Muslim Congress. This is most fitting
in the perspective of the sixty years of unremitting and
effective work in seeking to unite the Islamic peoples in
a community of faith and service to all, and to promote
human dignity, justice and peace among Muslims and
among the peoples of the world. Certainly the World
Muslim Congerss has long endeavoured to assert and
realize the conviction I expressed at the end of my
address of acceptance of the Peace Prize in 1986: “We
who are women and men of faith believe that all the
dimensions of life in the whole of creation need to be
brought into an integrated whole.” Integrated wholeness
and well-being is precisely the meaning of the Semitic
word for peace.

The World Muslim Congress has played and con-
tinues to play a most significant and indispensable role
as a strong mediating influence in areas of conflict,
particularly in the Middle East, but also in Africa and
Asia, and has championed the cause of Muslim minor-
ities in many countries. In all this, the World Council of
Churches has had the privilege of working cordially with
the Congress, particularly since the jointly sponsored
consultation in 1982 at Colombo, Sri Lanka, on “Living
and Working Together” in mutual trust and understand-
ing for justice and peace in our troubled world.

ot W
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NIWANO PEACE FOUNDATION
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De-
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for -Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Movement.”

To attain peace— this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history — cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan-
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli-
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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