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Why World Muslim Congress Was Selected
as the Fifth Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation (President, Nikkyo
Niwano ; Chairman, Motoyuki Naganuma) has decided
to award the fifth Niwano Peace Prize to the World
Muslim Congress (Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami).

Since its establishment in 1926, the World Muslim
Congress (Motamar) has strengthened the world-wide
solidarity and integration of Islam and, with the aim of
promoting mutual understanding and friendship with
other religions, has worked to build a world community
that will assure peaceful coexistance accompanied by
justice.

Motamar’s activities toward realizing peace extend
to many areas, and it has made particularily outstanding
contributions to the unity and solidarity of Islam, the
dissemination of Islamic concepts, and dialogue with
other religions.

The unity and solidarity of Islam is Motamar’s
primary goal, and the organization has extended every
effort to create an Islamic community by removing the
distrust and misunderstanding that exists between dif-
ferent Muslim groups throughout the world and provid-
ing a bridge of good will and understanding among
them.

Initiatives of Motamar have encouraged holding the
Islamic Summit, and founding the Organization of Is-
lamic Countries (OIC). It also proposed the establish-
ment of various Islamic organizations, such as the Islam
Development Bank (IDB), and contributed significantly
to their realization. As a non-governmental organization
(NGO) representing the Islamic world, Motamar has
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sent delegations to the Islamic Summit and the Islamic
Foreign Ministers’ Conference, where it has made spe-
cific proposals regarding the various problems of Is-
lamic society. Furthermore, as a mediatory and arbitrat-
ing organization in international and regional disputes,
it has worked toward achieving peace in a great number
of situations, foremost among them being the Pales-
tinian problem and the Iran-Iraq War.

As an international Islamic NGO, it has also served
to strengthen solidarity in the Muslim world by working
for the recognition of the just demands of Muslim
minorities and conducting other activities.

Through the dissemination of Islamic concepts,
Motamar has offered, not only to the Islamic commu-
nity but to the world as a whole, a correct understanding
of Islam as a religion of peace, and has continued to
make appeals for the role of religion and ethics that
promote better mutual understanding and peace.

To this end, Motamar disseminates correct informa-
tion about Islam and the Quran to the United Nations
General Assembly and other United Nations organiza-
tions and to the governments of nations throughout the
world. Motamar also publishes a bulletin to provide
education and insight on Islam and Muslim problems. By
sponsoring international conferences, seminars, and
symposiums, Motamar also strives to clarify the basic
causes of the critical unrest facing humankind today
and, while having Islam as its keynote, it is working for
peace on a global scale, transcending race, nationality or
creed.

In particular, Motamar is drawing attention for its
activities to encourage the reduction of nuclear arms.
These include having been the sole Islamic organization
to address the General Assembly of the 2nd United
Nations Special Session on Disarmament and, in 1984,
holding the first Islamic seminar on nuclear arms reduc-
tion, which dealt with the theme “The Nuclear Arms
Race and Arms Reduction—the Islamic Perspective”.

Motamar has continued to promote dialogue with
other religions for the sake of mutual understanding
among religions in order to achieve peace on earth and
has also continued to appeal for equal treatment for all
people.
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Motamar firmly believes that the global problems
confronting mankind today are the concern not only of
one paticular religion but of people of all religions and
traditions. Being aware that people of religion have
mutual responsibility to cooperate in order to bring
about peace on earth, this organizations is making
efforts to create harmonious relationships among all
beliefs, creeds and religions through continuing friendly
dialogue with other religions.

Up until now it has sponsored the Joint Meeting of
Religious Leaders of Muslims, Catholics, Orthodox
Christians and Protestants at Amman in 1967 and
Islamic-Christian interreligious talks, entitled “Live
Together, Work Together”. in 1982. The latter, which
aimed to promote mutual understanding and coopera-
tion between both sides, as well as peace, was attended
by thirty representatives from each. The World Council
of Churches invited religious leaders, ministers and
scholars to participate on the Christian side. Motamar
led the Islamic representatives, inviting religious leaders
and scholars to participate.

Motamar actively contributes to the World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace (WCRP), which is composed
of individuals and organizations of different religious
backgrounds working for the promotion of dialogue and
understanding between religions and for the settlement
of disputes and promotion of peace. Motamar’s devotion
to international cooperative religious activities is exem-
plified by its having official representatives fulfilling
executive functions, in the WCRP, internationally as
well as regionally.

Up until now, Motamar, as the world’s oldest inter-
national Islamic organization, has fulfilled an important
role in creating cooperation within Islamic society and
in constructing a world community.

The Niwano Peace Foundation presents Motamar
with the fifth Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of the
achievements it has made over a period of many years
and in the heartfelt hope that in the future it will further
promote dialogue and cooperation among religions and
that its work will inspire many more people to devote
themselves to the cause of world peace.
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