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On the Selection of the Recipient of the
Fifth Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize in recognition of the necessity to
make efforts for peace from a religious standpoint. The
prize was presented for the first in a ceremony in 1983.
This year, we are pleased to be able to observe the fifth
presentation ceremony. We have been able to accom-
plish this because of the advice and support of all con-
cerned, for which I want to express my deepest grati-
tude.

I have been told that the four people who have
received past prizes have continued working with as
much religious enthusiasm as ever toward realization of
a peaceful society. I admire them and pray for them and
that they continue their activities vigorously in the
future.

In order to select the Fifth Niwano Peace Prize
winner, our Foundation solicited nominations for candi-
dates from 794 people in 124 countries. Seventy candi-
dates were nominated and scrutinized with strict fair-
ness. Through a careful screening by a six-member
comittee consisting of representatives of various reli-
gions, the Foundation decided to award this year’s
Niwano Peace Prize to the World Muslim Cogress.

The World Muslim Cogress is the first winner of the
Niwano Peace Prize from the Islamic world and it is
also the first organizational recipient of the award. As a
major world religion, Islam plays an important role in
striving for world peace.

Since its establishment in 1926, the World Muslim
Congress has worked for “the unity and solidarity of
Islam”, “the dissemination of Islamic concepts” and
“dialogue with other religions” to alleviate the confusion
existing in the world.

Although Islam is not yet sufficiently understood in
Japan, I hope that the presentation of this Peace Prize
will enhance understanding of the Islamic religion by the
Japanese people and promote further inter-
denominational cooperation for world peace. In conclu-
sion, I pray for the success of your work and ask for
your advice and suggestions.
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