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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize

Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep-
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit
of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid. To
discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion’s belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a
peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above all
that the ideals and activities of interreligious coopera-
tion for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward t6 devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious
understanding and cooperation, contributing to the
cause of world peace through their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individuals
and organizations that have contributed significantly to
interreligious cooperation in a spirit of religion and
thereby furthering the cause of world peace, and to
make their achievements known as widely as possible
the world over. The Foundation hopes thus both to
deepen interreligious understanding and cooperation and
to stimulate the emergence of still more people devoting
themselves to world peace. The first Niwano Peace
Prize was awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa
Camara of Brazil in 1983, the second to Dr. Homer A.
Jack of the United States, the third to Zhao Pu Chu of
the People’s Republic of China and the fourth to Dr.
Philip A. Potter of Dominica, the fifth to the World
Muslim Congress (Motamar Al-Alam Al-Islami).
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Nomination and Selection

People of religion and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the fifth Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 794 people in 121 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominations were screened
by a committee comprising six representative from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
April at a ceremony. The recipient is presented with the
main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary prize of
¥20 million and a medal. Following the presentation
ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemorative
address.



Why Etai Yamada Was Selected
as the Sixth Recipient of the

Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the rec-
ommendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screening
Commmittee, has decided to award the sixth Niwano
Peace Prize to His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief abbot
of the Tendai sect of Buddhism.

His combination of learning and virtue renders Etai
Yamada a paragon for not only Tendai Buddhism but
also modern Japan's religious world as a whole. His zeal
for peace and his vigorous peace activities provide a
model for all people of religion and have won him honor
and acclaim the world over. His Buddhist approach to
bringing about peace is grounded in his strong belief that
true peace is to be realized through individuals’ aware-
ness and exercise of their innate value. Especially note-
worthy are his accomplishments in two areas: cultiva-
tion of a religious spirit and promotion of interreligious
cooperation.

Cultivation of a religious spirit: Grieved that in
today’s society religion is not always reflected in daily
life, and convinced that religious life is indispensable to
a truly peaceful society, Etai Yamada has striven to
foster religious sentiment within the home by promoting
the “Light Up a Corner of the World Movement.”
Through this movement he teaches the importance of
forgetting oneself and working for the benefit of others
as he devotes himself to the creation of a society based
on a spirit of gratitude and service informed by religious
awareness.

Promotion of interreligious cooperation: In keep-
ing with the trend of cooperation among the world’s
religions, Etai Yamada has promoted interfaith under-
standing and cooperation for the sake of human happi-
ness and world peace, exerting a profound influence on
ecumenical activities both in Japan and abroad.

He is a strong supporter of the World Conference on
Religion and Peace (WCRP) and the Asian Conference
on Religion and Peace (ACRP). In 1976 he delivered the
keynote address at the first assembly of the ACRP,
convened in Singapore. Speaking on the topic “Peace
through Religion,” he expounded Japanese Buddhism’s
philosophy of peace. In 1986 he attended the third ACRP
assembly, in Seoul. These and other activities demon-
strate abundantly that he is a true apostle of peace.

Despite his venerable age, in 1986 he also traveled to
Italy as a member of the Japanese delegation to the
World Day of Prayer for Peace, convened in Assisi on
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Pope John Paul II's initiative. His participation
contributed significantly to the deepening of interfaith
understanding and friendship.

To nurture the spirit of Assisi, where people of
religion renewed their dedication to peace through
prayer, Etai Yamada convened a similar gathering the
following year on Mount Hiei, seat of Enryakuji, the
head temple of the Tendai sect. The Religious Summit
Meeting on Mount Hiei, timed to coincide with the
twelve hundredth anniversary of the foundation of the
temple complex on Mount Hiei, attracted great atten-
tion in religious circles. Thanks to Etai Yamada'’s initia-
tive, Japanese religious groups transcended sectarian
bounds to cooperate in planning the event. Leaders of
the world’s religions attended, setting aside doctrinal
differences as they gathered to pray for peace. At the
end of the two-day event the participants adopted a
Message from Mount Hiei pledging continued efforts for
peace. The success of the Mount Hiei gathering was due
in great part to Etai Yamada’s personal stature and to
his deep desire to help fulfill the responsibility of all
people of religion to work for peace. His conviction and
tireless drive in this noble endeavor are worthy of the
highest esteem.

The flame of prayer for peace lit in Assisi and
transmitted to Mount Hiei was passed on to the fifth
assembly of the WCRP, convened in Melbourne in Janu-
ary 1989. Etai Yamada attended WCRP V, again stress-
ing the need to raise consciousness of the importance of
aspiring to peace. On the final day of WCRP V he
represented Buddhists at the World Day of Prayer,
organized through the cooperative efforts of Australian
religious groups. Once more leaders of the world’s reli-
gions devoutly prayed for peace together, perpetuating
the tradition of assembling for prayer that was born in
Assisi and keeping alive the flame of prayer for peace.

Etai Yamada’s efforts to promote interreligious
cooperation have stregthened and spurred the trend of
interfaith cooperation for peace, arousing and encourag-
ing many people of religion to work for this cause. The
Niwano Peace Foundation presents him with the sixth
Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of his distinguished
achievements and in the heartfelt hope that his example
will inspire many others to devote themselves in the
same way to the cause of world peace.
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1895
1904

1904

1918

1920

1927

1932

SWGEE (KA AALWL. )

Born in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan

Enters the religious life at the Tendai temple
Emmeiji, in Himeji, Hyogo Prefecture; receives
the religious name Etai

Enters the temple Kaikoin on Mount Hiei and
enters Mount Hiei Middle School; becomes a
reseacher specializing in study of the Tendai
sect

Appointed chief priest of Kaijoin, a subtemple
of Enryakuji

Graduates from the Tendai sect’s Seibu Univer-
sity

Appointed chief priest of Zuioin, another
subtemple of Enryakuji

Appointed executive committee chairman of
Yokawa Ganzan Daishido; begins seven years’
practice of kankin, one of Mount Hiei’s “three
hellish austerities,” which entails chanting
sutras continuously from morning till night
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1942 Appointed supervisor of Enryakuji (later
appointed to this post three more times);
appointed head of the temple’s Study Division

1950 Appointed head of the Tendai sect’s Doctrine
Division; appointed to the sect’s advisory body;
appointed head of the Tendai academy Kanga-
kuin

1960 Appointed a professor at Eizan Gakuin

1964 Appointed chief priest of the Shigain Monzeki

1968 Appointed professor emeritus of Eizan Gakuin

1974 Appointed 253d chief abbot of the Tendai sect,
a position he still holds; simultaneously resigns
as chairman or vice-chairman of the Japan
Buddist Federation and many other organiza-
tions; is presently chairman of the National
Youth Enlightenment Council Foundation and
adviser to the Japanese Committee of the
WCRP

1976 Delivers the keynote address, “Peace through
Religion,” at ACRP I, in Singapore; makes a
pilgrimage to Mount Tiantai in China, the
source of Japanese Buddhism, at the invitation
of the Buddhist Association of China, and has a
monument erected to commemorate the event,
devoting himself to working for peace in Asia
by promoting Sino-Japanese friendship

1984 Make a pilgrimage to the Wutaishan range in
China at the invitation of the Buddhist Associa-
tion of China

1986 Attends ACRP III, in Seoul; attends the World
Day of Prayer for Peace, in Assisi

1987 Convenes the Religious Summit Meeting on
Mount Hiei in commemoration of the 1200th
anniversary of the foundation temple complex
on Mount Hiei

1989 Attends WCRP V and the World Day of Prayer,
in Melbourne

Major Writings

Jikaku Daishi Sho (The Artisan-Priest Ennin), Hokekyo

to Dengyo Daishi (The Lotus Sutra and the Priest

Saicho), Ganzan Daishi (The Priest Ryogen), Yamada

Etai Howashu (Collected Sermons of Etai Yamada),

Hokekyo Kogi (Lectures on the Lotus Sutra), Doshin wa

Kuni no Takara (Faith Is the Treasure of the Nation)
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Kindly accept greeting of peace and high apprecia-
tion for the noble mission of the Niwano Peace Founda-
tion. We are proud to acknowledge that the Niwano
Peace Foundation was founded in 1981 by Rev. Nikkyo
Niwano, the well known Buddhist lay leader, a pious
philanthrophist of Japan and the dynamic President of
the famous organization of Japan, the Rissho Kosei-kai.
The main objective of the foundation, as is indicated by
its very name, is for popularising the principles of peace
the world over. The Foundation aims for global coopera-
tion, spiritual interaction and righteous efforts for bliss
and sincere harmony. It is inter-faith international insti-
tution devoted and dedicated to the cause of peace. We
warmly applaud the institution devoted and dedicated to
the cause of Peace. We warmly applaud the Foundation’
s meaningful contributions for human welfare and for
elevation of religious principles.

I have found that Rev. Nikkyo Niwano synthesises
in himself a pragmatic approach of humanism with the
inner glow of spiritualism, that he is sincerely dedicated
to the noble mission of all-round enlightenment. He is
continuously making efforts in creating an atmosphere
in which all people can live in a spirit of harmony,
goodwill, understanding and friendship, in other words
in an atmosphere of peaceful cooperation. Whenever 1
meet Rev. Niwano, my efforts for inter-faith coopera-
tion gets a new fillip. The Niwano Peace Foundation
gives a prestigious award known as NIWANO PEACE
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PRIZE to an individual or an organisation working for
the noble cause of peace and fraternal harmony within
the spiritual and ethical parameters.

The Niwano Foundation gets nominations from
people religion, known for their mental integrity and
social stature, from much countries from different parts
of the world and the nominations run into a good few
hundred persons. These are then meticulously screened
by an international steering committee and after the
scrupulous scrutiny the final choice is made.

Apart from the 20 million yen cash prize a certifi-
cate and a medal is also presented as a momento to the
recipient of the Niwano Peace Prize for the year.

The Niwano Peace Prize shed light on a selfless
humbls servant of Religion and Peace working steadily
and with dedication for genuine cause of Peace and
Spiritual awakening so as to help usher a True Heavan
on Earth, that is Nirvane or Bliss.

The Niwano Peace Prize also builds up bridges of
goodwill and understanding and thus helps to strengthen
the foundations of real World Peace.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De-
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Movement.”

To attain peace — this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history — cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan-
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli-
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.






