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Brief Personal History of Etai Yamada
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1895
1904

1904

1918

1920

1927

1932

SWGEE (KA AALWL. )

Born in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan

Enters the religious life at the Tendai temple
Emmeiji, in Himeji, Hyogo Prefecture; receives
the religious name Etai

Enters the temple Kaikoin on Mount Hiei and
enters Mount Hiei Middle School; becomes a
reseacher specializing in study of the Tendai
sect

Appointed chief priest of Kaijoin, a subtemple
of Enryakuji

Graduates from the Tendai sect’s Seibu Univer-
sity

Appointed chief priest of Zuioin, another
subtemple of Enryakuji

Appointed executive committee chairman of
Yokawa Ganzan Daishido; begins seven years’
practice of kankin, one of Mount Hiei’s “three
hellish austerities,” which entails chanting
sutras continuously from morning till night
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1942 Appointed supervisor of Enryakuji (later
appointed to this post three more times);
appointed head of the temple’s Study Division

1950 Appointed head of the Tendai sect’s Doctrine
Division; appointed to the sect’s advisory body;
appointed head of the Tendai academy Kanga-
kuin

1960 Appointed a professor at Eizan Gakuin

1964 Appointed chief priest of the Shigain Monzeki

1968 Appointed professor emeritus of Eizan Gakuin

1974 Appointed 253d chief abbot of the Tendai sect,
a position he still holds; simultaneously resigns
as chairman or vice-chairman of the Japan
Buddist Federation and many other organiza-
tions; is presently chairman of the National
Youth Enlightenment Council Foundation and
adviser to the Japanese Committee of the
WCRP

1976 Delivers the keynote address, “Peace through
Religion,” at ACRP I, in Singapore; makes a
pilgrimage to Mount Tiantai in China, the
source of Japanese Buddhism, at the invitation
of the Buddhist Association of China, and has a
monument erected to commemorate the event,
devoting himself to working for peace in Asia
by promoting Sino-Japanese friendship

1984 Make a pilgrimage to the Wutaishan range in
China at the invitation of the Buddhist Associa-
tion of China

1986 Attends ACRP III, in Seoul; attends the World
Day of Prayer for Peace, in Assisi

1987 Convenes the Religious Summit Meeting on
Mount Hiei in commemoration of the 1200th
anniversary of the foundation temple complex
on Mount Hiei

1989 Attends WCRP V and the World Day of Prayer,
in Melbourne

Major Writings

Jikaku Daishi Sho (The Artisan-Priest Ennin), Hokekyo

to Dengyo Daishi (The Lotus Sutra and the Priest

Saicho), Ganzan Daishi (The Priest Ryogen), Yamada

Etai Howashu (Collected Sermons of Etai Yamada),

Hokekyo Kogi (Lectures on the Lotus Sutra), Doshin wa

Kuni no Takara (Faith Is the Treasure of the Nation)
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