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On the Selection of the Recipient of the
Sixth Niwano Peace Prize

I wish to begin by conveying the Niwano Peace
Foundation’s heartfelt thanks to all who have made it
possible to hold the award ceremony for the sixth
Niwano Peace Prize in Kyoto. We are also deeply
moved that for the first time a Japanese has been chosen
to receive the prize.

Each year’s recipient is selected through the fair
and impartial screening of many candidates. His Emi-
nence Etai Yamada, chief abbot of the Tendai sect of
Buddhism, was selected by a six-member multifaith
screening committee on the basis of rigorous review of
nominations solicited from 794 people in 121 countries.
At first Etai Yamada refused the award, but was finally
prevailed upon to accept it when it was pointed out that
his selection reflected the committee members’ unani-
mous decision and worldwide recognition of his achieve-
ments as a man of religion and peace.

The “Light Up a Corner of the World Movement” in
Japan, which Etai Yamada inaugurated in 1969, is well
known today for helping people cultivate a spirit of
mutual trust by awakening to their own buddha-nature
and its potential. Nor have his efforts been limited to his
own country. He has devoted himself ardently to the
cause of peace, participating actively in the World
Conference on Religion and Peace and other interfaith
peace forums around the world. He has also exerted
extraordinary efforts to keep the torch of prayer for
peace lit at Assisi in 1986 from being quenched, convey-
ing it first to Mount Hiei, the seat of Tendai Buddhism,
in 1987, and then this year to Melbourne, the site of the
fifth assembly of the WCRP.

The way in which Etai Yamada has thrown himself
body and spirit into selfless service in the cause of
prayer and peace, regardless of his advanced years, has
made him a model religious leader and earned him
universal admiration and respect. To the Foundation,
his acceptance of the sixth Niwano Peace Prize is both
an encouragement and a blessing.

5]



