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The seventh Niwano Peace Prize is being award-
ed to Professor Norman Cousins of the University of
California at Los Angeles. The author of many books
and other writings, Professor Cousins is a major
opinion leader in the cause of world peace and exem-
plifies the American humanitarian tradition.

Professor Cousins’s activities are also well known
in Japan. He has especially close ties to" Hiroshima.
Having seen for himself the devastation of the atomic
bomb, he traveled widely to succor victims of the
bombing. In fact, the scope of his humanitarian
activities in the wake of World War II extended far
beyond Japan to include the entire world.

In addition, he has been a vigorous advocate of
the importance of peace activities by people of reli-
gion and has endeavored to cooperate with religious
leaders in this area,

The world since World WarIl has been marred
by both hot and cold war. Now, however, the course
of history appears to be moving in the direction of
cooperation and conciliation. This trend, I believe, is
a vindication of Professor Cousins’s many years of
quiet effort, The Niwano Peace Foundation is happy
to be able to award him the Niwano Peace Prize at
this opportune time,
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On the Selection of the Recipient of the
Seventh Niwano Peace Prize

This is the seventh time we have awarded the
Niwano Peace Prize since it was first presented in
1983. This continuity has been made possible by your
cooperation and support over the years, for which we
offer our deepest thanks.

The sixth Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to
His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief abbot of the Ten-
dai sect of Buddhism——the first Japanese recipient.
He was born in 1895, but despite his advanced age he
continues to travel the world in the cause of peace.
His ardor is an inspiration to us all,

In selecting the recipient of the Niwano Peace
Prize, every year the Foundation solicits nominations
from people of recognized intellectual stature around
the world. To select this year’s recipient we requested
728 people representing 121 countries to nominate
candidates. Professor Cousins was chosen from
among 40 candidates, all of whom are working dili-
gently for peace in various parts of the world, Their
examples have greatly encouraged all of us connected
with the Foundation.

Professor Cousins is too well known to require
further introduction, His peace activities, combining
theory and practice, have influenced countless people
the world over .

In presenting the seventh Niwano Peace Prize,
we of the Foundation pledge still greater efforts for
world peace and ask your continued counsel and
support,
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by
many problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squan-
dering of precious natural resources on the arms race,
famine and poverty in the developing nations, in-
humane discrepancies and oppression, environmental
pollution, and spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important
duty of fostering mutual understanding and trust and
a spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all
people so that the foundations of a peaceful society
may be laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion
must begin by tearing down the walls erected by each
religion’s belief that its teachings alone represent
absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted coopera-
tion to bring about a peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious
cooperation for the sake of peace and justice will
spread in ever-widening circles and that a growing
number of people will come forward to devote them-
selves to this cause. Indeed, we know that many
people of religion are already working earnestly to
promote interreligious understanding and coopera-
tion, contributing to the cause of world peace through
their solidarity.



BEH R

Hs & REBRT 2 2L DB 0wk S IEES 121
2 ET28 N\OBFHE CZEBEMEOHB 2L MBS
NIEHEELZ, (LB FVA MR A AT LEREDH
FHD HFEIINT: 6 ATHE SN EEZESICBWVLT,
BEREEZ D> THRESNE T,

BEX

BELR, BEX2THw, EHL L TEHK, BIEEL
TES2,0005MBLUEEATLVBEONE 3, 75|
EREREHICL L SHENTONE T,

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individ-
uals and organizations that have contributed signifi-
cantly to interreligious cooperation in a spirit of
religion and thereby furthering the cause of world
peace, and to make their achievements known as
widely as possible the world over. The Foundation
hopes thus both to deepen interreligious understanding
and cooperation and to stimulate the emergence of
still more people devoting themselves to world peace.
The first Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to Arch-
bishop Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983, the
second to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the United States, the
third to Zhao Pu Chu of the People’s Republic of
China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica,
the fifth to the World Muslim Congress (Motamar
Al-Alam Al-Islami), and the sixth to His Eminence
Etai Yamada of the chief abbot of the Tendai sect of
Buddhism of Japan.

Nomination and Selection

People of religion and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the seventh Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 728 people in 121 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominees were screened
by a committee comprising six representative from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
April at a ceremony. The recipient is presented with
the main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary prize
of ¥20 million and a medal. Following the presen-
tation ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemora-
tive address.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the recom-
mendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screening
Committee, has decided to award the seventh Niwano
Peace Prize to Norman Cousins, editor of the Safur-
day Review for thirty-five years and now a professor
at the University of California at Los Angeles.

In addition to both entertaining and edifying
millions of readers with his eloquent and erudite
commentary in the pages of the Saturday Review and
elsewhere, he has had a great influence on people the
world over through his ardent efforts to further the
cause of peace. Especially noteworthy are his activ-
ities in three areas: nuclear disarmament, peace activ-
ities in cooperation with people of religion, and the
world federation movement. His combination of the-
ory and practice have won him worldwide respect as
a humanist impelled by love and compassion for
humanity. It is for these qualities that he has been
selected to receive this year’s Niwano Peace Prize.

Professor Cousins has devoted himself to the
nuclear disarmament movement almost since the
inception of nuclear weapons, campaigning tirelessly
for the reduction of nuclear arsenals both in the
United States and elsewhere. In 1957 he founded the
National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, which
continues as the Sane Freeze Campaign——the lar-
gest secular peace and disarmament group in the
United States today. He also has close ties with
Hiroshima. In 1949 he set up a foster care program for
four hundred children orphaned by the atomic bomb,
and he also arranged for the so-called Hiroshima
Maidens, young women severely burned by the atomic
bomb, to receive treatment in the United States. Other

11
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humanistic relief activities include enabling Polish
victims of Nazi torture to receive rehabilitation treat-
ment in the United States.

He has also cooperated actively with many people
of religion in peace activities, motivated by his under-
standing of the importance of the spiritual dimension
in human happiness. In the United States, he has
brought together peace organizations and religious
leaders, such as Homer A. Jack and the late Dana M.
Greeley of the Unitarian Universalist Association;
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations; and Quaker
leaders. His cooperation with the Quakers in connec-
tion with the Hiroshima Maidens program is a note-
worthy example. In addition, as the personal envoy of
Pope John XXIII he negotiated successfully with
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev for the release of
two cardinals, one from the Ukraine and one from
Czechoslovakia.

He has played a leading role in the world federa-
tion movement since its foundation, as well, thanks to
his combination of rigorous theory and vigorous
action. As the sixth president of the World Associa-
tion for World Federation he devoted himself to
expanding the movement, driven by the conviction
that activities based on a spirit of cooperation and
mutual aid are essential to bringing peace to this
divided and turbulent world.

The sincerity of Professor Cousins’s words and
actions, springing as they do from his deep respect for
human dignity, have gained widespread sympathy for
the causes he espouses. The Niwano Peace Founda-
tion presents him with the seventh Niwano Peace
Prize both in honor of his achievements and in the
hope that his example will inspire others devote them-
selves to furthering the cause of world peace.
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1915
1937
1940~71
1952~55
1952~54
1963

1965

1965~66

1966

1969~70

1978~

Born June 24 in Union Hill, New Jersey, U.
S. A

Graduated from Teachers College of
Columbia University

Editor of the Saturday Review magazine
Vice President of the P. E. N. Club
President of the World Federalists Associa-
tion of the U. S. A.

Served as Co-chairman of the Citizens’
Committee for a Nuclear Test-Ban treaty
Chaired the Committee for Culture and
Intellectual Exchange, for the International
Co-operation Year

President of the World Association of
World Federalists

Participated in the International Writers
Conference (Finland) as the U. S. Govern-
ment Representative

Served as Chairman of the Mayor’s Task
Force on Air Pollution of NYC

Chairman of the National Educational
Television

Adjunct Professor in the School of Medi-
cine at the University of California
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Organizational Affliations
Educational

Albert Schweitzer Friendship House (Honorary
Chairman); Dag Hammarskjold College (Former
Trustee); Encyclopaedia Britannica (Former Member,
Board of Editors); Samuel H. Kress Foundation (For-
mer Trustee); University of Missouri at Kansas City
Medical School (Former Member, Advisory Council);
University of Notre Dame (Former Member, Library
Council); U. S. Committee for a United Nations Uni-
versity (Founding Member)
Medical
Institute for the Advancement of Health (Trustee);
American Institute of Stress (Trustee); Cancer Advi-
sory Council, State of California; Veterans Adminis-
tration, Special Medical Advisary Group, Washington
D. C. (Former Member); Center for Health Communi-
cation, Harvard University (Member, Advisory
Board); Comprehensive Cancer Care Center of the
Duke University Medical Scholl (Member, Advisory
Board)
Others
Albert Einstein Peace Prize Foundation (Chairman,
Selection Board); Council on Foreign Relations; Hiro-
shima Peace Center Associates (Chairman); National
Academy of Sciences, International Relations Com-
mittee (Former Member); World Federalists Associa-
tion, U. S. A. (President); Pulitzer Prize Jury in Litera-
ture (Chairman)

Honorary Degrees (Extracted)

Doctor of Letters

1965 College of Notre Dame; Brandeis University
1967 Michigan State University

Doctor of Humanities

1953 Boston University

1958 Colgate University

Doctor of Law

1956 Washington and Jefferson College

1958 Temple University

Major Writings (Published in Japanese)

Dr. Schweitzer of Lambarene (1960); Present Tense
(1967); Anatomy of an Illness as Perceived by the
Patients (1979); Human Options (1981)
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Inevitably, anyone concerned about the world
community must ask: What have we learned since the
end of World War II?

One of the most important lessons we have
learned, or perhaps re-learned, is that there is a logic
to history. By logic, we refer to the dynamics of cause
and effect. The events in Europe during the past year,
for example, may be surprising in terms of their
sweep and suddenness, but they are not capricious or
mysterious; they have a certain logic to them, which is
to say, they are the dramatic effects of clearly identifi-
able causes.

Begin with a consideration of change in the Soviet
Union, Mr. Gorbachev was the accelerating and cul-
minating force in meeting the challenge of essential
change, but the forces behind that change were appar-
ent long before Mr. Gorbachev came to power. The
underlying misconceptions in the ideology of commu-
nism were manifest in the chronic failure of the soci-
ety to feed and house its people.

According to traditional Marxist belief, the main
aim of human society is to achieve an equitable distri-
bution of wealth. What the ideology missed was that
before wealth can be distributed, it has to be created.
This meant productivity. But Marx was a social
philosopher, not an expert on productivity. A careful
reading of his works reveals that he gave far more
attention to the need for social justice than to the
ways in which a collective organism could produce the
food and clothing and housing that represent the
essence of social justice to the masses of people. Marx
took optimal production for granted. One of the physi-
cal characteristics of capitalism, as Marx saw it, was
the propensity to over-produce. He saw a sequence in
which over-production by the capitalist nations would
lead to a fierce competition for foreign markets and
thus become a primary cause of imperialism and
conflict. Marxian ideology was focussed on the evils
of high production, but the Soviet leaders could pon-
der the inability of their system to produce enough to
meet the nation’s basic requirements.

The Soviet leaders, therefore, have had to strug-
gle with two conflicting realities. The first is that no
nation in the modern world can be strong unless it can

19
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produce. The second reality is that their ideology,
despite five-year plan after five-year plan, was unable
to feed its people adequately, or to provide proper
shelter, or make available the materials of a satisfac-
tory existence.

Nikita Khrushchev was the first Russian leader to
recognize openly that the essential weakness of the
Soviet system was ideological. He correctly perceived
the connection between totalitarianism and failures in
production. He recognized that the fears and subservi-
ence that had taken hold under Stalin were connected
to the inherent fallacies of the ideology. In his speech
to the Congress of the Communist Party, he sought to
deal with these errors, which involved both economics
and politics. Khrushchev, however, lacked the politi-
cal finesse to bring the apparatus of power under the
Soviet Union along with him.

Mikhail Gorbachev has demonstrated that he is
strong where Khrushchev was weak. Gorbachev has
been able to build both a popular base of support and
enough of a following inside the Soviet hierarchy to
attempt some of the most daring and far-reaching
changes in history. He has recognized that economic
and political reform have to go together. He has
connected the need for re-structuring the Soviet eco-
nomic system (perestroika) with the need to move
towards an open society (glasnost) as the best way of
achieving essential reforms. In short, the design of
social organization had to be consistent with human
responses and motivations. A totalitarian system, he
recognized, is incompatible with the essential means
of production and distribution. The Marxist-Leninist
idea of ownership and operation of the means of
production in the hands of the proletariat was a
philosophical statement rather than a functional
design. The logic of history was asserting itself in his
efforts to keep pace with the needs of the people and,
indeed, with the needs of the nation as a member of
the world community.

Mr. Gorbachev has had the courage to face up to
these realities. In so doing, he has created a momen-
tum for political freedom that has surged far beyond
the boundaries of the Soviet Union. Glasnost and
perestrotka have let loose powerful political forces
precisely because they were consistent with human
aspirations. The logic of those forces is asserting itself
in Eastern Europe as an inevitable extension of what
is happening inside the Soviet Union.

But the logic of history will not stop in Europe
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with the advance of economic and political liberty.
The nations of Eastern Europe are regaining their
independence but that independence, in order to be
sustained, requires the acceptance of the larger princi-
ple of interdependence. The main problems of the
modern world are no longer national in nature or
scope; they are international. No nation by itself can
uphold its position in the world as an absolute national
entity; it has to be part of a larger design. Nor can any
nation any longer adequately meet the vast array of
problems confronting it inside a purely national
framework. These problems involve the movement of
people and goods; food supply; access to raw materials
and resources; economic inter-relationships and fluctu-
ations; environmental hazards that are no respectors
of national boundaries; and, most important of all, the
need for a common security.

The nations of Western Europe at long last are
trying to cope with the logic of history by creating the
institutions of community. One of the great advances
in the post-war period has been the attempt of the
Western European nations to provide a large measure
of economic and political interdependence among
themselves as the best way of serving their own inter-
ests. And now that the nations of Eastern Europe are
fast approaching a situation in which they can address
themselves to their common needs, they have the
opportunity to move along the same track as their
Western neighbors.

It is possible, however, to anticipate the emer-
gence of certain problems and even dangers in the way
the Eastern European nations pursue the design of
integration. The most obvious such danger is re-
presented by the fact of two powerful combinations in
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counter-position to one another. Europe is too small
for both a Western community and an Eastern com-
munity. Europe is a geographic unit, whatever the
differences. Here the logic of history tells us that two
powerful political units inside a geographic unit
develop competitive aims and even combustible ten-
sions.

The hope has to be that statesmen of vision and
political skill will recognize the need for a full integra-
tion of all the nations of Europe. Forty years ago,
Monet’s vision of a Western European community
that would include Germany and France was dismis-
sed as myopic and unattainable. Today, France and
Western Germany are no less close to one another
inside a common framework than any two other
nations in the European community. The logic of
history supports the proposition not just that all of
Germany can be incorporated under the European
community but, indeed, that all of Eastern Europe can
become part of the same totality.

Ideological differences in the world today are
things of the past, vestigial remnants of a time when
labels reflected irreconcilable differences in eco-
nomics and philosophy. The events of the past few
years have created new standards. Freedom now
becomes the great unifier——not just the freedom
connected to human rights and political forms but the
freedom connected to economic systems and access to
markets. History has always insisted on being both
empirical and pragmatic but never more than in our
time. It has insisted on exposing that which is unwor-
kable and on verifying that which is functional and
durable. But history also takes a harsh view of those
who fail to anticipate the logic of present and future
events. In this sense, the formation of a full European
community is the first imperative for a viable and
productive continent.

The lessons of the last half-century, of course, are
not confined to Europe. The logic of history has a
great deal to say about the quest for true national
security. What is said in the main is that national
security can no longer be achieved by military means.
Both the United States and the Scviet Union have
spent trillions of dollars and rubles these past 40 years
in search of military security. Yet the weaponry they
have purchased with that money has brought no secu-
rity, just a series of escalating stages of an arms race.
We have reached a station at which it is physically
possible to expunge not just civilization but all life.
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And still the arms race surges on, a melancholy com-
mentary on the still primitive nature of our collective
intelligence.

Any psychiatric examination of the security pol-
icies of the superpoweres could not avoid the conclu-
sion that the world is in the grip of a collective insan-
ity. We are relying for security on weapons which, if
used, would have suicidal effects, whether in terms of
the radiation it would let loose on the world, or the
worldwide poisoning of crops and the food supply in
general, or the damages to the world’s environment,
contaminating the underground water tables, destroy-
ing oxygen-producing plankton in the seas, ripping
large holes in the protective covering of the ozone
layer in the upper atmosphere. No one has refuted the
solemn facts relating to the effects of these weapons,
yet the stockpiling continues. This past year, the
political leaders have made a start in the effort to
slow down the arms race, but it is not enough to halt
manufacture in certain categories of weapons or even
to agree on cutbacks. Not until the stockpiles are
destroyed will we be justified in feeling liberated from
the madness.

The logic of history, however, tells us that
nuclear disarmament is only half the goal. The other
half is the creation of a system of world law that can
deal with basic causes of war even as it provides
means for creating justice among nations. If we live in
a primitive condition of human society it is not just
because we are crushing ourselves under the burden of
apocalyptic weapons but because we have failed to
create a structure of interdependence in which the
legitimate actions of nations beyond their boundaries
will be clearly defined and regulated. It will be a
structure which provides for the common security,
making it unnecessary for the world to expend its
resources and wealth on destructive purposes. It will
be a structured peace which frees the world to develop
and use its resources for the common good, a world in
which individuals neither have to kill or be killed, a
structure, finally, which seeks to banish hunger,
squalor, homelessness.

Is it unreasonable to hope for the development of
collective world security along these lines? I think not.
The logic of history, not just recent history but the
long reach of history, tells us that human beings are
capable of achieving anything within reach of the
human imagination. The uniqueness of the human
species is represented by its ability to do something
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for the first time, and what needs to be done for the
first time is to create a world order under law.
However, the basic condition among nations today is
anarchy anarchy in the affairs of nations. Neither
peace nor freedom in the world can long continue in a
basic condition of anarchy.

I believe Japan has a key role to play in bringing
about a basic condition of world safety and security.
The Japanese Consitution, with its clause outlawing
rearmament, has enabled Japan to pursue national
security, national economic strength, and world excel-
lence. It is a mistake to say that Japan is poor in
natural resources. It is rich in the most important
natural resource of all——the human mind. At a time
when other nations were cutting back on higher educa-
tion, Japan was concentrating on developing the
wealth that resides in the human mind. The results of
this policy are readily observed in the world’s
response to the range and high quality of Japanese
goods. It has not been easy, I recognize, for Japan to
resist both national and external pressures to join the
arms race of the superpowers. But the emphasis on
consumer goods has created economic strength and
health for Japan second to none in the world. In so
doing, Japan has helped to re-define the nature of
security in the modern world. No matter how large
the stockpile of a nation’s nuclear explosives may be,
if that nation does not enjoy economic health, it lacks
true security.

What I am saying is that Japan has earned the
right to speak to the world about the logic of history.
It has demonstrated that security begins with the
development of the human mind. By turning its
energies into enhancing its productive capability and
productive capacity, Japan has achieved a measure of
economic strength unsurpassed by any major nation.

But the same logic of history that has produced
economic strength also emphasizes that Japan is
dependent on a basic condition of world security. For
if world peace should collapse, the effects would spill
over to Japan. No nation will be free of the radio-
active poisons that a nuclear war would produce. And
even if Japan could by some miracle find immunity
from the effects of a nuclear holocaust, the effect on
the Japanese economy could be devastating. Japan's
economic health depends on the existence of a world
market. Japan is a producing economy, Japan is not
self-contained.

What the logic of the present world situation tells
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us, therefore, is that economic security is inseparable
from the collective security of nations——just as
independence is inseparable from interdependence.
The lesson that needs to be learned by all is that
nations are dependent on one another for their well-
being in a common organization. In the same sense,
Japan’s future is no less tied to world interdependence
than is that of the nations of Europe, or of the United
States or of the Soviet Union, for that matter. The
entire world has become a single geographic unit.
There can be no national security without a common
security. There can be no lasting economic health for
any nation if the combustibles of world conflict are
not brought under control.

Fortunately for itself and the rest of the world,
Japan has not allowed itself to be drawn into the
vortex of the world balance-of-power struggle and the
world arms race. That is why Japan is in a position,
enjoyed by no other nation, to make the grand pro-
posal for convening a world conference under the
auspices of the United Nations. Such a conference
would make a fundamental assessment of the ability
of the United Nations to become fully effective as a
source of world law and justice. Comprehensive dis-
armament will not come about without the mecha-
nisms of genuine security. It is imperative, therefore,
to examine the kind of United Nations that is needed
to provide the common security that effective dis-
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armament requires.

Obviously, just convening a re-assessment confer-
ence of the U. N. will not by itself create a workable
basis for world peace. It becomes necessary to replace
weakness with responsible strength, to create a design
under which nations will retain authority over their
own institutions and cultures but -in which the new
world organization will have adequate authority in
matters of common dangers and common needs. In
short, powers will be adequate but clearly defined.
Such a U. N. would not dissolve the European Commu-
nity or any regional organization but will be able to do
that which the separate communities cannot do; name-
ly, to define the nature of world security rather than
regional security alone, and to attend to problems that
are global in nature world environmental safety;
the protection and development of world resources; a
common attack on world hunger and squalor. Of all
these common problems, of course, the most pervasive
and basic is the need to create a workable security
system, one that will make it possible for the individ-
ual nations to reduce their military forces down to a
level required for internal security. In sum, the individ-
ual nations would retain their full sovereignty over
their own culture and political institutions while acce-
pting the jurisdiction of the world organization in all
matters relating to the actions and relationships out-
side their own boundaries.

The logic of history, therefore, that needs to be
recognized and put to work, is the logic that seeks to
put an end to the age of world anarchy and begin the
age of world law. I can think of no greater need facing
the world’s peoples today; I can think of no nation that
is in a better position to put forward these ideas than
Japan.

Earth Day is celebrated on April 22. Millions of
people throughout the world unite at this time to
proclaim their concerns over our planetary home and
to express their belief that this world belongs to the
people who inhabit it. It is within their means to make
that world safe and fit for human habitation.

In accepting this award and thanking you for the
profound honor it represents, I also regard this presen-
tation event as an opportunity for all of us to re-
dedicate ourselves to the essential proposition that
there is no need, no challenge beyond human capacity.
We must never minimize the dangers confronting us.
But neither must we minimize our own abilities to
turn back those dangers. Thank you.
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As the recipient of the sixth Niwano Peace Prize,
and as a seeker for peace,l offer my heartfelt congrat-
ulations to Professor Norman Cousins on his selection
as the seventh recipient of this prize, awarded in
recognition of his illustrious achievements in the
cause of peace through interreligious cooperation.

For many years the editor of the Saturday Review
and now a professor at the University of California at
Los Angeles, through his ability to combine sound
theory and firm practice he has played a leading role
in the nuclear disarmament movement, peace activ-
ities in cooperation with people of religion, and the
world federation movement. His activities in behalf of
peace have exerted a great influence on people
throughout the world. His selection to receive the
Niwano Peace Prize gives me deep joy, marking as it
does another step on the path to peace.

Personal service and sacrifice in the cause of
peace can take many forms. Whether it be the resolu-
tion of conflicts, the reduction of nuclear and conven-
tional arsenals, the defense of human rights, concern
for refugees, or environmental conservation and the
elimination of environmentally destructive develop-
ment, people of religion have always urged the impor-
tance of reflecting and acting in the interest of the
weak and oppressed. However, we have few opportu-
nities to join together in presenting this message to the
world. His wideranging activities have helped us in
this endeavor, inspiring many people with a concern
for world peace. All peace-loving people of religion
the world over must rejoice in his receipt of the
Niwano Peace Prize.

I pray that he will long -continue his activities,
especially his invaluable cooperation with the peace
activities of people of religion.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De-
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Movement.”

To attain peace— this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history — cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan-
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli-
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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