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The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to
award the eighth Niwano Peace Prize to Hildegard
Goss-Mayr of Austria. Dr. Goss-Mayr, now honorary
president of the International Fellowship of Reconcili-
ation, has contributed significantly to the cause of
peace through her activities on behalf of IFOR over
the past thirty-eight years.

Grounded in her deep Catholic faith, she has
diligently furthered the cause of justice and peace. She
has urged the adoption of nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and has vigorously promoted interfaith
dialogue, traveling extensively not only in Europe but
in other strife-torn regions: Latin America; Lebanon,
Israel, and other parts of the Middle East; the
Philippines, Bangladesh, and other Asian countries;
and South Africa.

She has striven for solidarity with labor unions
and student groups as well as with Christian organiza-
tions, and has also promoted activities to strengthen
cooperative ties in political and economic areas. Her
courageous actions are an inspiration to all people of
religion.

Present world trends bemonstrate the great need
for efforts to build spiritually rich societies based on
humanistic love through person-to-person encounters
and dialogue, transcending national and cultural dif-
ferences. This is equally true on the level of local
society and on the level of the international commu-
nity as a whole. Contemplation of these world trends
convinces us that Dr. Goss-Mayr's steadfast efforts
over the past decades are definitely bearing fruit.

The Niwano Peace Foundation is happy to be
able to present Hildegard Goss-Mayr with the Niwano
Peace Prize at this opportune time.
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