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PROGRAM FOR
THE TENTH PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF
NIWANO PEACE PRIZE

PRESENTATION CEREMONY (10:30~12:30)

Prelude (Music)
Opening Prayer

Report on Screening
——Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman

Presentation of the Prize
Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

President’s Address
Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

Congratulatory Messages
——Mrs. Mayumi Moriyama
the Minister of Education, Science and Culture

Commemorative Address

Fr. Burno Hussar
——Mr. Abed al-Salam Najjar

——Mrs. Michal Zak
Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam

Prayer for Peace

RECEPTION(12:30~14:00)
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Chairman, The Niwano Peace Foundation
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Motoyuki Naganuma

FE10EEFFEE I, A A7 2 VOHkFEER TH—7 -
Y U—AS TNy N e TN BT — A ICHERL F
L7z,

R, 4 AT 2L & v EHIC S BIERIC 18
MaMEE2EZ 2ET, "2 Y ALV R FF ADR
7y 0O HERBYKEFTHLTCISsNE L,

AHZ &R =2RET2H2OHEFE 5D . [EH
HOFEFEEFZ THEL L BT I8 TEET L
. RELDOKRERBFEUVTHY £7, BlEELD LI
FEHFAE T 2 CEHFEEFHliNEE Y OD0H 5 I &
F. FEEG I OMEE L IEBORA—EIL B I It
TEELWIETHY, BBEH#BL LT RETTE
WET,

FLEDIF. TOEFFEE I X > CREW I Oih &
SIZIAAY . HARFMOER . AFHOFER WIS »
D ELEMTENFEERSBELTBY £7,

SR LEMO THRE M 2 BEVARL LT E T,

The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to
award the tenth Niwano Peace Prize to Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam of Israel. For many years,
this community has carried out activities based on the
ideal of peaceful coexistence between Jews and Pales-
tinians in Israel, a land fraught with complex religious
and political problems. We are most happy to be able
to honor the achievements of this community at this
presentation ceremony, attended by distinguished rep-
resentatives of many different walks of life. A

The increased understanding and appreciation
that the Niwano Peace Prize has enjoyed with each
passing year are highly gratifying in that they augur
well for the further spread of the principles and
practice of interreligious cooperation. Our hope is to
make a modest contribution, through this prize, to
further widening the circle of interreligious coopera-
tion and thus to bringing about world peace and
human prosperity. In this endeavor we ask your
continued understanding and support.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by
many problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squan-
dering of precious natural resources on the arms race,
famine and poverty in the developing nations, in-
humane discrepancies and oppression, environmental
pollution, and spiritual decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important
duty of fostering mutual understanding and trust and
a spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all
people so that the foundations of a peaceful society
may be laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion
must begin by tearing down the walls erected by each
religion’s belief that its teachings alone represent
absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted coopera-
tion to bring about a peaceful society.

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious
cooperation for the sake of peace and justice will
spread in ever-widening circles and that a growing
number of people will come forward to devote them-
selves to this cause. Indeed, we know that many
people of religion are already working earnestly to
promote interreligious understanding and coopera-
tion, contributing to the cause of world peace through
their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individ-
uals and organizations that have contributed signifi-
cantly to interreligious cooperation in a spirit of
religion and thereby furthering the cause of world
peace, and to make their achievements known as
widely as possible the world over. The Foundation
hopes thus both to deepen interreligious understanding
and cooperation and to stimulate the emergence of
still more people devoting themselves to world peace.
The first Niwano Peace Prize was awarded to Arch-
bishop Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil in 1983, the
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second to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the United States, the
third to Zhao Pu Chu of the People’s Republic of
China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica,
the fifth to the World Muslim Congress (Motamar
Al-Alam Al-Islami), the sixth to His Eminence Etai
Yamada of the chief abbot of the Tendai sect of
Buddhism of Japan, the seventh to Dr. Norman
Cousins of the United States, the eighth to Dr. Hil-
degard Goss-Mayr of Austria, and the ninth to Dr. A.
T. Ariyaratne of Sri Lanka.

Nomination and Selection

People of religions and intellectual figures both
within Japan and overseas were asked to nominate
candidates for the tenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their
nominations were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 724 people in 119 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominees were screened
by a committee comprising six representatives from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
May at a ceremony. The recipient is presented with
the main prize of a certificate and the subsidiary prize
of ¥20 million and a medal. Following the presen—'
tation ceremony, the recipient delivers a commemora-
tive address.
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Why Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
Was Selected as the Recipient of
the Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the
recommendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screen-
ing Committee, has decided to award the tenth
Niwano Peace Prize to the community Neve Shalom/
Wahat al-Salam, in Israel. Neve shalom means “oasis
of peace” in Hebrew; wahat al-salaim means the same
in Arabic.

Since its establishment in 1972 this community
has aspired to realize the ideal of peaceful coexistence
between Jews and Palestinians in Israel, a land
fraught with complex political and religious problems,
and has pursued activities to that end independently of
all religious and political organizations.

Education at the community’s day-care center
and elementary school is conducted in both Hebrew
and Arabic. The community strives to create a basis
for understanding between Jews and Palestinians at
the earliest stage of education by teaching the history
and traditions of both peoples. The School for Peace,
aimed at Jewish and Palestinian youth, teaches young
people to be “peace ambassadors” in their own locales
by ridding themselves of hostility toward each other
and building friendship in its place. The community is
also a living example of interfaith reconciliation,
respecting the rites and traditions of Judaism, Islam,
and Christianity.

Through its work Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
is imparting courage and hope to many people of
religion and others, not only in Israel but throughout
the Middle East. The Niwano Peace Foundation
awards Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam the tenth
Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of its long dedica-
tion to justice and peace and its many accomplish-
ments and in the heartfelt hope that its example will
inspire many others to devote themselves similarly to
the cause of peace.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE NEVE SHALOM/WAHAT AL-SALAM
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1970~76

1977

1979

1980

1983

1984~90

1985

Founding years on Neve Shalom/Wahat
al-Salam(NS/WAS) during which time
Father Hussar and a group of lay people
begin to establish a village aimed at bring-
ing together Jews, Christians and Muslims.
After trying to settle at two other places,
they finally settled on the present site in
1972.

The beginning of a new period in Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam as the first Israeli
families(Jews and Arabs) decide to build
their home in the village.

The School for Peace is founded as an
educational branch of the village which
brings together Jews and Arabs from all
over Israel for dialogue workshops.

Opens a nursery for its first five babies.
With an Arab and Jewish nurse each speak-
ing only her own mother tongue to all of
the children, this becomes the seed of the
only Jewish-Arab bilingual educational sys-
tem in Israel.

Inauguration of the village’s “Corner of
Silence(Doumia)” around which activities
develop concerning the region’s three
monotheistic faiths.

Plans take shape for the construction of a
“House of Silence” as a place of silent
prayer for people of all faith.

Opens its Jewish-Arab primary school for
the children of the village. (It is the first
school in Israel where Jews and Arabs
study in Equality, in the two languages.)
These are formative years during which
enable Jewish and Arab children to learn
together in both languages.

Day Meeting in NS/WAS with 5,000 Jews

11
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1987

1989

1990

1992

and Arabs for a feast of two cultures.
Day Meeting in NS/WAS with 20,000 Jews
and Arabs, also from Occupied Territories.
Receives official recognition from the
regional council.

The first 12 children from outside of the
village begin to attend the school and kin-
dergarten at NS/WAS.

Today(1993) the majority of the children
learning in the NS/WAS educational sys-
tem come from outside of the village.
The construction of the “House of Silence”
is completed.

MAJOR AWARDS

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

Receives two awards: Armstrong Prize for
Leadership of Israel; Sylvia Stern Memo-
rial Prize.

Receives Buber-Rosensweig Medal of Ger-
many.

Receives Burno Kreisky Foundation prize
of Austria.

Receives two awards: Beyond War Award
of USA; Ahavat Shalom Congregation of
San Francisco award.

Receives The John Lindgren Foundation
award.

Receives three awards: Marcus Sieff
Award of Israel; Foundatione S. Valentino
award of Italy; Arsenale della Peace award

of Italy.

Ty Kot —, FEEIC T (19895)
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198992

Receives 4 consecutive Nobel Peace Prize
nominations.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF FATHER HUSSAR
(UP TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NS/WAS)

1911

1929~36

1936~42
1936
1937
1945
1946~53

1953~~59

1960

1962

1964, 65

1966

1967

1968~70

Born in Cairo, Egypt to Jewish Parents-
Hungarian father and French mother. The
Whole family became naturalized Italian
citizens after World War L

Settled in Paris and studied engineering at
the Ecole Centrale de Paris.

Worked on various projects as an engineer.
Father Hussar is baptized a Catholic.
Receives French citizenship.

Enters the Dominican Order.

Studies theology and philosophy at the
Studium “Le Saulchoir” and is ordained a
priest in 1950.

Goes to Israel and begins to prepare the
foundation of Dominican center for Jewish
Studies in Jerusalem.

Founds the Isaiah House in West Jer-
usalem; a Dominican Institute for Jewish
Studies aimed at improving understanding
between the churches, on one hand, and the
Jewish people and Israel on the other.
Co-founds Jewish-Christian and Ecumeni-
cal Associations: The Rainbow Group, the
Ecumenical and Theological Fraternity,
and The Association for Interfaith Rela-
tions in Israel.

Participates in the Vatican II Ecumenical
Council, and was instrumental in the prom-
ulgation of the “Declaration on the Atti-
tude of the Church towards the Non-
Christian Religions.”

Receives Israeli citizenship.

Immediately after the Six-Day War, Par-
ticipates in the General Assembly of the
United Nations as an advisor to the Israeli
delegation.

Goes on missions for the Israeli Ministry of
Tourism, to North America and Europe-as
well as for lecture tours on the Bible and
Jewish-Christian relations.

15
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Fr. Burno Hussar

Dear Friends in Japan,

We are so happy to have aroused your interest in
Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam—our mixed Jewish-
Arab Village and its School for Peace and we are so
grateful that you have chosen it for the tenth Niwano
Peace Prize. Thank you!

My companions, Mikhal and Abed will tell you
about what is happening on our hill today, and how we
are working together towards understanding. Even
now the dream still exists and, through the concrete,
intelligent and practical work of the companions liv-
ing on the hill, is leading us to ever new achievements.

It all started 24 years ago. I, together with a small
group of friends, were painfully concerned with the
conflicts which tear our country and the beautiful city
of Jerusalem so dear to us all. We asked ourselves:
“Can we—and how can we—do something to break
down the walls of fear, prejudice, ignorance, and also
selfishness. That are the main causes of our conflicts
—and build bridges of mutual respect, understanding
and, if possible, friendship between us?” We then
started to dream. In our country, Israel, everything
constructive always starts with a dream—and it hap-
pens sometimes that dreams bhecome realities.

s
RIDEBEETZ/NA
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We dreamt of a Village in which Jews and Pales-
tinian Arabs, all belonging to this country, would live
together in equality, brotherly love and cooperation.
The aim of the Village is double: first, to prove, by its
very existence, that members of the two peoples to
which this land belongs can live together in peace—if
they believe so, and if they are ready to pay the price
for it: that means to devote their lives to that cause.
The second aim of the Village is to form the frame-
work of a School for Peace: a place where people
especially young people, Arabs and Jews from all over
the country—come for a few days, with the motiva-
tion of learning to listen to the other one. That is a
very difficult thing for those who live, like us, in a
state of conflict: to learn to listen to the other one, not
as you would like him, or her, to be—but as he, or she,
is in reality.

It took six to eight years for the dream to become
reality. Pioneering years, on a hill leased to us for a
symbolic rent—a completely desolate hill that had not
been inhabited nor cultivated for many centuries,
covered with rocks and thorns, without water nor a
single tree. The first house was an old bus we towed
to the top of the hill; the other houses were tents or
very primitive huts. The story of those pioneering
years is presently being written by the only two
witnesses of that period: myself and Anne le Meignen,
social worker, without whom N.S/W.a.S. would not
exist today—who, like me, is still active in the life and
the work of the community. We hope to be able to
publish the book before the end of this year.

During these pioneering years we have learned
many things. The main thing we learned is that a
venture like this—"“utopia” in the eyes of most of our
friends—can be realized only if it is pursued with a

18
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strong faith to the Higher Spirit that can make “im-
possible things” become reality.

Later, we have also learned that the important
thing is not to try to resolve conflicts, but to learn how
to live with the conflicts. It is possible to live together
in brotherly love even if we disagree on many points,

because we know that we all pursue the same goal.
We may also make the wonderful discovery that the
differences which separate and, perhaps, oppose us,
can become motives of enrichment for each one of us.

Mikhal and Abed will tell you about concrete
reality as it is today.

I wish to say a few words about what you may
call the religious aspect of N.S/W.a.S. The Village
and its School for Peace are not religious: It is a
secular venture, in spite of the fact that a few of its
members have a religious faith.

On the Hill, we have a “Corner of Silence”, with
a white Dome of Silence—“Doumia” in Hebrew, that
is deep Silence in which, beyond the different religious
expressions of faith, one may hear the still Voice from
Above and Beyond. We also hold meetings where we
study the Scriptures of the religions of the country, in
order to discover and unite on their common message
for justice, brotherly love and peace.

I said at the beginning that the dream continues.
We continue to dream of a better society where justice
will prevail, of a better world, where men and women
will be united in brotherly love—because we feel much
pain from the sufferings of men, women and children
all over the world. But since each one of us has only
one life, that is not very long, we cannot try to change
the whole world! But we can try in a modest way, and
with the numerous other organizations and people in
our country that are working towards the same goal
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—to do something that may prepare, through educa-
tion, the emergence of a new generation, in which
selfishness and narrow-mindedness will be replaced
by love and openness. And we believe in the Jewish
proverb which says that he who saves one single
human being, it is as if he saved the whole of human-
ity.

That is why we are so grateful to the Niwano
Peace Foundation helping our dream to become real-
ity, both by the encouragement and trust they display
towards us, and by the material help the Niwano
Peace Prize gives us.

We are particularly happy that this appreciation
and help comes from Japan. The area of the world
that we, in the so-called Near-East, call the Far-East,
will perhaps be the center of the new civilization of
the generations to come—a civilization that will hope-
fully be less exclusively materialist and technical than
the present Western civilization—but will take more
into account the spiritual character and needs of

mankind.
SHALOM! SALAM! PEACE!
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Mr. Abed al-Salam Najjar

President Nichiko Niwano, Members of the
Board of the Niwano Peace Foundation, Ladies and
Gentlemen:

Salaam Alekem.

I bring to you today very sincere thanks from my
friends and neighbours, the people of Neve Shalom/
Wahat al-Salam, together with our deep appreciation
for the recognition you have afforded us by awarding
this year’s Niwano Peace Foundation’s Prize to our
community.

We come to you from a country which is rent by
the bitter conflict between two peoples—the Jews and
the Palestinians. The result of this conflict over the
past tens of years has been tragic loss of life, the
bereavement of families, the destruction of homes,
and people living as refugees until this day. An escala-
tion in the chain of action and reaction ensnares the
two peoples in a life of violence; each looks to the
other with hatred and prejudice, in great fear and with
distrust.

Through these long years, many mistakes have
been made by the leaders of the two peoples in dealing
with the conflict. For the most part they have ignored
each other’s rights and needs. The Palestinian people
have been demanding independence and self-determi-
nation; the Israeli people have been demanding secu-
rity and stability. As I have said, the leaders of each
side deny the needs of the other.

In this difficult situation we—Palestinians and
Jews—have gathered together in Neve Shalom/
Wahat al-Salam and have built a unique society in
which we endeavour to live alongside each other as
equals, with everyone faithful to his own identity and
traditions. Each one of us in the community, aware of
his own feelings and sensitivities, takes responsibility
upon himself with regard to his own needs, and acts
accordingly. He does not wait to be given what he
considers to be his right; he identifies himself and is
respected for it. In addition to that, the way in which
we work together cultivates our understanding of
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each other, enabling us to talk about our emotions and
to search for the sources from which they spring. Thus
we create an environment of cooperation and an
atmosphere in which we can discuss ideas and reach
jointly acceptable decisions in spite of differences
between us. There is no deliberate attempt to deny the
differences, only to accept that there is a way in which
to resolve them.

I am a Palestinian and a citizen of Israel. I was
brought up in a Palestinian society under Israeli
government. The schools I attended offered an educa-
tional program which stressed Jewish literature,
Jewish history, Jewish religion, and taught very little
about Islam, Palestinian culture, or Palestinian his-
tory. We were educated to be good Arab Israelis. I had
no personal contact with Jews. The only Jews we
would see were involved with the military or police
force. My first opportunity to meet Jews came when I
left home and began my studies in the university. My
initial contacts with Jews were difficult and uncom-
fortable. A lifetime of fear and hate stood between us
as a result of the Jewish-Arab conflict. I began to look
for opportunities to bridge the gap between us—to
create dialogue. I took part in forming a Jewish-
Palestinian student organization, but there was
always a search for something long-term, something
more permanent. It was at this time that I heard of
Father Bruno’s attempt to establish a Jewish-Pales-
tinian village. We invited Bruno to speak. While his
idea sounded naive, it also sounded like an opportu-
nity to realize a dream. I became involved with Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam in 1976, and soon afterwards
I made it my home. Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
offers me a framework in which I can live with Jews
as an equal, and work together to find ways to
improve the quality of coexistence between our two
peoples.

In building our lives together as Palestinians and
Jews, we must face many questions which have never
before been dealt with in Israel. As the village grew,
the first of these questions was how to educate our
children. In 1980 we opened a nursery for the first 5
babies of the village, and one thing was clear to us—
they were to be brought up in two languages. Two
nurses—one Palestinian and one Jewish—were respon-
sible for the nursery, and each spoke only her own
language at all times to all of the children.

As the village and children grew, so did our
educational system. Our bilingual nursery grew into a
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bilingual kindergarten, and it was not long hefore we
were faced with the question of how to give our
children primary school education which would reflect
the values for which Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
stands. Schools outside of the village are either Jewish
or Palestinian. There were no Jewish/Palestinian
schools for us to turn to. In looking for help and
advice on how to start and run such a school we
turned to the Ministry of Education. Not only was
there no knowledge available on the subject, but we
were warned against making such experiments at our
children’s expense. Realizing we would have to find
our own way, we opened our primary school in 1984
with the 8 school-age Jewish and Palestinian children
of the village. For 6 years the school grew slowly,
serving only the children of the community. These
were years of development and preparation in which
we began to devise teaching methods and a curriculum
which give expression to the different national and
cultural identities of the school’s pupils. Here the
children are educated with an awareness of their own
identity, and with an understanding and respect for
the different identity of the other.

Our success during these initial years eventually
gave us the confidence to open the doors of our school
to Jewish and Palestinian children from outside of
Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam. In 1990, 12 Pales-
tinian children from a nearby village began to com-
mute to our school daily. An additional 18 Jewish and
Palestinian children joined the following year. This
year, the majority of the 80 children attending our
kindergarten and primary school come from outside
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of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam. In the beginning of
this year we received recognition from the Ministry of
Education for the kindergarten. This was a tremen-
dous accomplishment for us—not only because it
means that the State now pays the salary of one of the
kindergarten teachers, but because we have set a
precedent. The Ministry has also promised us recogni-
tion for the primary school if we find the means to
grow and to present them with a school for 100 chil-
dren.

Recognition by the Ministry of Education for a
bilingual-binational educational system is a signifi-
cant precedent in that it can pave the way for similar
projects in ohter areas of the country where Jews and
Palestinians live close to each other. This is how our
small community can make its impact on Israeli
society. While we were initially rejected, or received
with scepticism, today there are communities and
government authorities which have begun to pay
attention to us as they see what can be done with good
will and determination.

As I continue to dream I see myself standing
before you in future years when it will not be so
unusual to see Jewish and Palestinian children learn-
ing together in Israel, and perhaps I will be able to tell
you about a Jewish-Palestinian high school in Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam.

We have another important function in Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam—that of our School for
Peace, through which we are conducting seminars and
workshops which advance Jewish-Palestinian dia-
logue. My colleague, Michal Zak, will be speaking
about this.

Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam continues to
develop and expand. Our influence comes not only
from the activities we organize, but from the very fact
of our existence. We are living proof that Jews and
Palestinians can indeed live and work together. The
implications of our work extend beyond the boudaries
of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam and beyond the
borders of Israel. Today the world is full of conflict
and violence. There is a great need for leaders with
ability to deflect conflict through the cooperation of
both sides involved in it—to create an atmosphere in
which co-existence becomes possible. Co-existence is
a continuous process based on cooperation without
resorting to conflict or war. Co-existence can only be
possible when both sides are prepared to accept the
other, and to live together in a state of equality. Our
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experience with Jewish-Palestinian co-existence in
Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam has convinced us that
this effort brings positive benefit to both peoples. This
is the kind of experience which needs to be known in
the whole of our area—and maybe throughout the
whole world.

The most important aspect for us is to accept the
fact that our two peoples are different but that, in
spite of that irrefutable truth, we must find and share
a solid base on which to build our lives without giving
up anything of our own identities. This can lead us to
find creative ways to cope with the differing needs of
all the parties concerned---independence, freedom,
security and stability.

Again, our profound thanks—and may God bless
you all.
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Mrs. Michal Zak

President Nichiko Niwano, members of the board
of the Niwano Peace Foundation, Ladies and Gentle-
men:

Shalom Alekhem,

Our country is small and divided. We are a culture
with two peoples, two languages, and three religions.
East meets West and in the midst of all this are
people, Jews and Palestinians, who live side by side,
and yet worlds apart. The conflict between the two
peoples have kept hatred, mistrust, anger, and resent-
ment on high levels, and left little room for justice,
friendships, cooperation and trust.

Abed has spoken briefly about our educational
work with young children. Through the School for
Peace in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam we also con-
duct dialogue workshops for students and adults, Jews
and Palestinians, from all over Israel. Here the partic-
ipants share their experiences, feelings, and thoughts,
and learn from each other about their needs and
dreams. This is usually their first chance to sit side by
side, be together and talk. We are two peoples who
have a lot to talk about. Our histories touch at very
painful points, and in our every day lives we are
dependant upon each other.

When the Jewish and Palestinian groups talk, it is
not long before they start to argue about the past, and
soon they reach our mutual father Abraham, surprised
to see how similar our symbols are and how deep the
conflict lies. They are usually surprised at how easy it
is to just sit and talk—how interesting and natural.
But it is far from easy. Each one of them hesitated
before coming, wondering whether it is worth it,
whether anyone will listen, and whether they are
doing the right thing. The meeting point between Jews
and Palestinians in Israel is a painful point. It is a
process filled with anxiety, anger surprises and hope.
Thousands of Jewish and Palestinian youth have gone
through this process in School for Peace programs
since they began, 14 years ago. They meet, talk, learn
from each other and explore new possibilities that will
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suit both sides.

The School for Peace does educational work in a
country where emotions play a major role, where
political processes are not only in the newspapers, but
on our streets and in our homes and families. We are
a small society, torn, and not at peace. The encounters
are peaceful. They are full of energy and life. But they
are like our name—an oasis. A time for dialogue. The
dialogue between Jews and Palestinians can not be
simple, because the reality in which we live is not
simple. We at the School for Peace encourage the
participants to open wounds, to speak from their
hearts, and to explore new directions without
disregarding reality, without turning our backs to the
past and without trying to erase our differences.
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Each side in this conflict perceives itself as the
victim, and is surprised to learn that the other side
feels the same. Each side claims it suffers the most, is
the most just, and the most moral. How hard it is to
discover that the words we use have different, some-
times opposite meanings. “Independence” for the Jews
means “defeat” for the Palestinians. “Freedom
fighter” for the Palestinians means “terrorist” for the
Jews.

The School for Peace gives its participants an
opportunity to experience an intensive, meaningful
encounter, which enhances a humanistic outlook on
group relations, and develops the ability to understand
the conflict better, and to act in it with strength.

Our lives in this Jewish-Palestinian village have
contributed to our understanding of the difficulties of
the encounter. We use our experience to help facilitate
dialogue between Jews and Palestinians for whom the
encounter is usually their first opportunity to speak
with each other. The dialogue we facilitate is based on
equality and stresses the contribution of each sub-
group and each individual to the success of the proc-
ess. The participants are the real heroes of the School
for Peace.

I would also like to share with you some of my
thoughts as a Jewish woman and mother about what
it is like to live in NS/WAS.

I am proud to be a member of our community,
and proud that I had the courage to make such a
choice and do something small, symbolic, and mean-
ingful. The decision to come to NS/WAS was hard
because it is a decision that I made for my children as
well, and the questions are great. Is it the right way to
bring children up? No one has tried it before. Will they
be confused about their identity? Will they feel iso-
lated? Is it fair to impose my questions and reserva-

ROBRIDBEICT
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tions on my children? I myself had doubts about my
ability to cope, to make a difference, to push new and
daring democratic ideas in our society, and yet stay in
touch with my own people. It is important to me to
work within the establishment and that our work be
received as legitimate by it. For this reason it is very
meaningful to me that the village has recently
received official recognition by the State, the School
for Peace is recognized and recommended by Israel’s
Ministry of Education, and our primary school now
stands a good chance of receiving state recognition as
well.

One of the things I learned living in NS/WAS—
and I now teach in the School for Peace—is that it is
not possible, nor is it our aspiration, to create a utopia
and escape from reality. Each one of us carries his or
her personal and national realities wherever we go,
and we must understand it and make peace with it.

I am no different from other Jewish women, and
not special in any way. I too feel that Israel is my
country. I too feel connected to my Jewish culture. I
grew up with stories of my parents and grandparents
immigrating from Eastern Europe and North Africa
to the land of their dreams. I too fear “the Arab” as
one fears an enemy. But I made a decision to build
something new from my experiences, and to build it
together with my neighbors, the Palestinians, knowing
it will mean compromising, sharing, and giving things
up—but also knowing that it is the just way.

I join Abed, Bruno, and our many dedicated co-
workers and friends in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
in thanking the Niwano Peace Foundation for its
support, and for seeing us as partners in a common
struggle for peace and justice.
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As the last recipient of the Niwano Peace Prize I
am delighted to send my sincere congratulations and
fraternal greetings to Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
for winning the tenth Niwano Peace Prize.

You have set an unique example that even in the
midst of psychological tensions, social divisions and
armed conflicts a determined community of people
upholding the innate goodness of all human beings can
live together in peace and harmony.

You have proved that diverse historical back-
grounds, linguistic and religious differences and artifi-
cial political and geographical boundaries need not
stand in our way for peaceful coexistence.

Without destroying the Jewish and Palestinian
idealities you have created a unity emanating the
fragrance of love to the disturbed Middle-East. With
the recognition that accompanies the Tenth Niwano
Peace Prize it is our fervent hope and sacred prayer
that you will work with greater rigour and added
inspiration with the objective of transforming the
entire Middle-East to an ‘Oasis of Peace’.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in
December 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary
of Rissho Kosei-Kai. Internationally, Honorary presi-
dent Nikkyo Niwano and the Rissho Kosei-Kai have
actively promoted interreligious cooperation for
world peace through the World Conference on Reli-
gion and Peace, and the International Association for
Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the “Brighter Society Move-
ment.”

To attain peace—this difficult ideal that mankind
has strived for since pre-history—cooperation among
religious leaders to form a unity which will bring
about slow but steady progress has become increas-
ingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited
number of religious leaders, rather it must combine all
sectors of society as a whole and gather the wisdom of
all in forming a stable central body. For this purpose,
equally important is the formation of an economic
infrastructure. Through such a necessity, in this
period of confusion, the Niwano Peace Foundation
was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of
world peace and the enhancement of culture, the
foundation financially assists research activities and
projects based on a religious spirit concerning
thought, culture, science, education, and related sub-
jects. Symposiums and international exchange activ-
ities which will widely benefit the public are enthusias-
tically encouraged.



