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Brief Personal History
of Gardinal Arns
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On September 14, Born in the State of
Santa Catarina, Brazil.

Ordained a priest in the Roman Catholic
Church.

Graduated from the Franciscan Theologi-
cal Institute, Petropolis, Brazil.

Received a doctorate in literature from the
Sorbonne, Paris.

Appointed bishop by Pope Paul VI; as-
signed to serve as auxiliary to the Arch-
bishop of Sdo Paulo.

Appointed Archbishop of Sdo Paulo, the
world’s largest diocese, by Pope Paul VI.
Appointed Cardinal of the Church by Pope
VI, appointed Chancellor of the Pontifical
Catholic University and Our Lady of
Assumption Theological Seminary, both in
S3o Paulo; named President of the State of
Sio Paulo division of the National Confer-
ence of Brazilian Bishops.

Received the first of many honorary
degrees, from the University of Notre
Dame, in the United States.

Received a human rights award at Notre
Dame University in Chicago, Ill. together
with U.S. President Jimmy Carter.
Spearheaded a campaign to combat un-
employment caused by the Brazilian gov-
ernment’s economic policy.

Appealed for the protection of human
rights in Argentina.

Lectured in Tokyo.

Published Brasil: Nunca Mais (Brazil:
Never Again), a documentation of torture
under Brazil’s military regime.

Started the Hope Project to raise con-
sciousness about AIDS; received the Légion
d’Honneur from the French government.
Awarded the Juca Pato Intellectual Prize
for one of his books.

Attended Religious Communities for
UNCED, cosponsored by the WCRP, in
Campos do Jorddo, Brazil, where he
delivered an address on development and
poverty.
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Writing and Broadcasting Activities

Cardinal Arns is also a journalist. In addition to
publishing articles in numerous publications, he has
written forty-eight books, most notably Brasil: Nunca
Mais (Brazil: Never Again), and has translated five
works into Portuguese. He also delivers daily broad-
casts on two radio stations in Sdo Paulo.

Honorary Degrees

Cardinal Arns has received honorary degrees from the
University of Notre Dame (1977), Siena College (1981),
Fordham University (1981), Seton Hall University
(1982), Dubuque University (1988), and Manhattanville
College (1991), in the United States; the University of
Miinster (1983), in Germany; St. Francis Xavier Uni-
versity (1986), in Canada; Sdo Francisco University
(1989), Metodista de Piracicaba University (1990), and
Sagrado Coracio de Jesus University (1992), in Brazil,
and the University of Nijmegen, in the Netherlands
(1993).

Awards and Honors

Awards and honors conferred upon Cardinal Arns
include the Letelier-Moffitt Memorial Human Rights
Award, in Washington, D.C. (1982); the Nansen Medal
Award of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, in Geneva (1985); the Légion d’Honneur of
France (1987); the Oscar Romero Human Rights
Award of the Rothko Chapel, Houston, Texas (1988);
the first National Human Rights Award of the
National Coordination of Brazilian Human Rights
Groups (1988); the Intellectual of the Year Award of
Brazilian Union of Writers (1990); and the Oscar
Romero Human Rights Award of Pax Christi, Port-
land, Oregon (1991). He has also been made an honor-
ary citizen of Galway, Ireland, as well as of Sdo Paulo
and many other Brazilian cities.

Present Positions

At present Cardinal Arns is Archbishop of Sdo Paulo
and Cardinal of the Church, and is Chancellor of the
Pontifical Catholic University and Our Lady of
Assumption Theological Seminary, both in Sdo Paulo.
He is also a member of the Vatican’s Sacred Congre-
gation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship, Pax
Christi International, the International Service for
Human Rights, the Peace and Justice Service in Latin
America (SERPAJ-AL), and many other organiza-
tions.
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