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Eleventh Niwano Peace Prize
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It is a very great honour for me to salute Doctor
Aram, the twelfth recipient of the Niwano Peace
Prize. When I read of the many things he has accom-
plished, I felt that this is the person I would have
hand picked this year to receive a Peace Prize.

In choosing Doctor Aram we have the wonderful
opportunity of honouring him and the numerous
works he has realized for peace and, at the same
time, saluting the Mahatma Gandhi, the star-light
that has inspired us through our youth until todoy.

Among the many activities of Doctor Aram I
would like to comment on two that, in my opinion, are
worthy of praise at the end of the twentieth century:

1. His work at the Gandhigram Rural University
and the Shanti Ashram rural development move-
ment, seem to me to be activities that are seeds of
life, of peace and of wisdom. Rural life projects are
ever more important because of the importance of
producing food for the poor. Food cannot be simply a
commodity produced by big business. Food is the sta-
ple of life and only education and self-government can
help rural areas to protect themselves against inva-
sions by big industry and to remember that they are
the bread basket of the nations.

2. The wisdom of his ecumenical prayer life. Who
would not believe in the fruits of peace that are real-
ized by a man who, every evening, meets with other
people of different religious persuasions to pray for
peace and for justice?

May his life be long and very fruitful!
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