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Introduction:

I came to Japan for the first time in August,
1964—about 30 years ago. I visited Tokyo and Kyoto. I
also visited Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I travelled all
over Japan from Kyusyu to Hokkaido. Of all the new
experiences I had in Japan, the most powerful, the
most moving, the most upsetting experience was my
experience at Hiroshima. The atomic museum, the
peace memorial, the skeleton commercial exhibition
building, the atomic hospital-all made an extraordi-
nary impact upon my mind and heart.

I was already a believer in non-violence, thanks
to the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi but Hiroshima
and Nagasaki instantly transformed me into an
ardent peace worker.

I returned to India in September 1964, visiting
Vietnam and other South East Asian countries on the
way. The next year I joined the Nagaland Peace
Mission. There I worked for 14 years from 1965 till
1979. Our peace efforts were crowned with success in
the form of Shillong Peace Accord.

In 1979 my wife and I visited America to partici-
pate in the Third World Assembly of WCRP (World
Conference on Religion and Peace) held at Princeton.
Since then I have been an active worker in WCRP.
During this period I served as the Vice-Chancellor of
Gandhigram Rural University. Then Mrs. Aram and I
established Shanti Ashram in Coimbatore district,
South India, to work for peace and development at
micro-level. Now I also serve as a Member of Indian
Parliament.

During the course of these many years, I have
gained through experience and thought, a vision of
HOLISTIC PEACE. This I would like to share with
you.
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HOLISTIC PEACE has 8 dimensions, it seems to

me. They are:
1. Disarmament

. Conflict Resolution
. Environment Restoration
. Poverty Eradication
. Creative Education
. Family Love
. Local Democracy
. World Parliament
Let me elaborate.

0 O Ut ks W N

Disarmament:

The first dimension of Holistic Peace is
Disarmament.

Hiroshima was a grim warning to humankind.
We should never, never forget what happened there
50 years ago. Especially this year, 1995 which marks
the 50th Anniversary. We should try to understand
the message of Hiroshima.

When the first ever atom bomb was dropped on
August 5, 1945, something happened in human histo-
ry which never happened before—which should never
happen again. Hiroshima gave a profound shock to
entire humankind. Thoughtful people around the
world said, “No More Hiroshimas”.

In the year 1953, when I was still in the United
States, I had an opportunity to meet Albert Einstein
to discuss my research monograph on “Creative
Thinking”. Einstein told me that America was wrong
in stockpiling atom bombs. America was doing it in
the name of security. He told me: “Stockpiling atom
bombs will not give you security. It will give you inse-
curity. The more you stockpile atom bombs, the more
you become a target of atomic attack”. Einstein was
an ardent advocate of peace and disarmament.

All over the world, people felt that nuclear
weapons should be banned, nuclear testing should be
stopped.

In 1963, Rev. Nikkyo Niwano went round the
world in a delegation of religious leaders. He said,
“We must never forget the 300,000 people whose lives
were wiped out at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in brief
moments that have become the most horrendous
tragedy in the history of mankind.”

At Washington D.C. Rev. Nikkyo Niwano said in
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a meeting at the US Department of Defence, “In call-
ing for the ban of nuclear weapons and establishment
of world peace, we are speaking as representatives of
the voice of God and of the Buddha. Leaders like you
must listen to this voice”.

People’s movements around the world demanded
that nuclear weapons must be banned, nuclear test-
ing should be stopped. In 1963, a partial Test Ban
Treaty was signed. This was a small but good begin-
ning.

In 1968 at Geneva, it was agreed that there
should be a nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The
Treaty, NPT, came into force in 1970.

In the same year, 1970, the World Conference on
Religion and Peace (WCRP) held its first World
Assembly at Kyoto. This was no doubt a historic
event. The Kyoto Declaration said: “Man’s continued
existence at this planet is threatened with nuclear
extinction. Peace is imperilled by the ever quickening
race for armaments. Peace cannot be found through
the stockpiling of weapons. We, therefore, call for
immediate steps towards general disarmament to
include all weapons of destruction—conventional,
nuclear, chemical and bacteriological”.

25



B HERIE C ORFETHWA LTV T L

19884F, 45 3 [l [E M FEi A A5 S, ERFH
BERiE C S Thdia T wE L, filiid =20
HIFIR S TRTUIBOWTHBE SN D L v ) F2F (T
WD TY,

198841k, OF IV K - L—FH Yy K#EHE I T -
TNNF a 7 KA T — 0 v 2SI E S 7z b B
#i%)) (INF) @BEOE IS LW zETL
72o COWRFEBERENICB T 2RMVOKE i
BESZAHTL LI, 19884E, =9 L CTFMASIN. 1
Budifinifi 2z ¥ L7,

19894F, WCRPIZA—A M TV TDANKIL VTHS
MR RS2 LE LA AVEREL CESIERR
FEAFOREZWFEIITHH L F L7

HEd [00E I 5 A L O50%10 . 1% 95k o) 43 i {5
1y Y RO A IR0 RE R OEH o 5IE, Kiiils
ROEBESOHBIZATTOI 54 50, 750
1220004F X TR ILE 2 B35 2 L 2 G L AGME
Ml Wi <oyl 2ELTHWET,

19944E11H. WCRPH 6 LK EA34 % ) 7 THfiE
ENF LA UNFULHALYEEILMMNESRHZ KL
FilLEs

FAE1995F (IR DS TR 225 A M2 F 5,
bLERShZTIE ZhidEHlclivid. #
1B, AP TNPTOREZ O SifkmA R STy
9,

FRIEZEILRDDTL &9 Ho 20004 F TIZIEREAM
REEBTLLEV) HETER SN2 LT EA,
AR Z ETIEHRVDOTTY,

I IEEREE I 4% (CTBT) LA CTEMINS
Li9d. TOCTBTIZEOE HEHZHIEI ALY
HA. EHIZTXTOE 4 ASEH Y G Ei#E % kit
HELTRETT,

R

T
ES

ERGHCERIO 8 2 O KIeI3 S i T3,
WA, BilSFroBiiEosxF L. 207, IR
P THHFPPHELTVET, 7haRx -7 bO R -
26

In the meanwhile, the arms race went on unabat-
ed. Rival blocs followed the “doctrine of deterrence”.
Stockpiling of atomic weapons continued. On the
other hand, popular movements around the world
became more and more vocal, demanding total nuclear
disarmament. The result was an ever-increasing vol-
ume of public opinion against nuclear weapons.

In 1978 the United Nations held its first ever
Special Session on Disarmament. On June 12, 1978 it
was the NGO Day. Rev. Nikkyo Niwano addressed the
UN Forum and said: “Some country or other should
come forward to take the risks for peace. They should
take risks for peace as they have taken in war.”

WCRP sent a multi-religious Mission to Beijing
in May, 1982. There was good understanding between
Chinese authorities and WCRP leaders.

In 1982, the Second Session on Disarmament
was held at the United Nations. Dr. Homer A. Jack,
the first Secretary-General of WCRP played an active
part in promoting the cause of nuclear disarmament
in the United Nations. Rev. Nikkyo Niwano address-
ed this session also.

In 1988, the Third Special Session on
Disarmament was held at the United Nations. Rev.
Nikkyo Niwano spoke here too. Thus he won the
unique distinction of having spoken in all the three
Special Sessions of the United Nations on Disarma-
ment.

The year 1988 made history when President
Ronald Reagan and President Michail Gorbachev
signed an agreement to dismantle the International
Nuclear Force (INF) stationed in Europe. This was
the first major breakthrough in our quest for nuclear
disarmament. Thus “Peace broke out” in 1988. This
was the turning of the tide.

The WCRP held its 5th World Assembly in
Melbourne, Australia in 1989. The Melbourne Decla-
ration was categorical in urging progressive disarma-
ment.

It urged “further progress to be made for reduc-
ing ballistic missiles by 50%; stopping all nuclear
weapon tests; banning the production and use of bio-
logical and chemical weapons, reducing arms produc-
tion and arms trade; and contribution to comprehen-
sive programme of disarmament including eliminat-
ing of nuclear weapons by the year 2000
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The WCRP 6th World Assembly was held in Italy
in November 1994. The Riva del Garda Declaration
has pleaded for total disarmament.

In the current year, 1995, the Non-Proliferation
Treaty completes 25 years. Unless it is renewed, it
will lapse. At present, discussions are going on
around the world about the extension of NPT.

What about the future? The goal of a nuclear-free
world by 2000 is still to be achieved. This is not an
impossible task.

The Complete Test Ban Treaty is yet to be accom-
plished. CTBT, as it is called, should be pursued.
Further, a general and complete disarmament should
be the final aim of all nations.

Conflict Resolution:

The second dimension of Holistic Peace is
Conflict Resolution.

In recent years the fear of a nuclear war has
receded. On the other hand, around the world conflicts
have emerged. According to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghalli, since
1945, the year when the U. N. was created, the world
had seen more than 100 conflicts. In these conflicts
about 20 million people died.

I was involved in the tasks of conflict resolution
for many years in Nagaland.

Nagaland is a hill state situated in North-East
India. The people in these hills have a special identity
of their own. Due to historical reasons, conflict erupt-
ed in Nagaland. In order to preserve their cultural
identity, the Nagas demanded separate sovereign
independence. The Government of India was willing
to grant autonomy but not independence.

In the beginning, the conflict was peaceful, later
it took a violent turn. The underground Nagas put up
armed resistance to the Indian Security Forces. From
1956 to 1964, the innocent civilians suffered a great
deal. Caught between the two grind stones of violence
and counter-violence, they suffered from both sides.
Finally, the Baptist Church Council organized a
Public Convention which established a Peace Mission.

The Peace Mission consisted of eminent religious
and Gandhian leaders including Rev. Michael Scott,
Shri Jayaprakash Narain and Shri B. P. Chaliha.
They succeeded in bringing about a ceasefire in 1964.
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This was followed by talks which were infructuous.
However, peace and normalcy continued. A Peace
Observers Team consolidated the ceasefire. But per-
manent peace could come only on the basis of political
settlement.

In 1975, 11 years after the ceasefire, a peace
accord was signed, thanks to the good offices of a third
party, the Peace Liaison Committee. Our experience
in Nagaland Peace Mission shows that sustained effort
by a third party is necessary in order to resolve
conflict.

Let us take the global scenario today. Since the
cold war is over, there is a big change in the world sit-
uation. The Arab-Israel peace accord was a major
breakthrough. The implementation process is making
headway despite difficulties. Last year a ceasefire
came into force in Ireland. Another ceasefire began in
strife-torn Bosnia, thanks to the peace efforts of
President Jimmy Carter. Also a peace process is in
progress in Sri Lanka. These are all signs of hope.

The United Nations is now playing a useful role
in resolving conflicts in several areas. The UN Peace
Keeping Forces have played a crucial role in main-
taining peace. They were awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1988.

In response to the request of the Security Council
which met at the level of Heads of States in January
1992, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
came out with a new policy frame, “An Agenda for
Peace”. This was a creative development.

“An Agenda for Peace” says that the peace
process has four phases. Preventive Diplomacy, Peace
Making, Peace Keeping and Post-Conflict Peace
Building. Now a second opportunity is given to the
United Nations to contribute to the fulfillment of the
objective of the United Nations, namely, “to end the
scourge of war”.

In 1992, the world was a very different place
than it was in 1945 when the United Nations started
functioning. Because of the communications revolu-
tion and global commerce, the national boundaries
are no longer as strong as they used to be.

The U.N. Secretary-General says, “Peace in the
largest sense cannot be constructed by the United
Nations system or by the Governments alone.
Academic institutions, Parliamentary bodies, busi-
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ness and professional communities, the media and
the public at large must be involved”.

Last year in1994, the WCRP held its 6th World
Assembly in Rome and Riva del Garda. The Riva
Declaration said that many wars, mostly civil, were
going on in the world. They are not international con-
flicts but are intra-national conflicts.

Take Sri Lanka for instance. Fortunately a new
initiative has been taken and the peace effort is mak-
ing progress. We hope and pray that the present
effort will end the long drawn-out conflict.

An important part of the peace process is “post-
conflict peace building”. UNESCO is especially inter-
ested in this and is engaged in some specific projects.
Unless the root cause of the conflict is removed, the
conflict may recur. Programmes of reconstruction and
rehabilitation are the key to permanent peace.

Environment Restoration:

The third dimension of Holistic Peace is
Environment Restoration.

The environmental crisis has been with us for
more than two decades. The first World Conference
on Environment sponsored by the United Nations
was held in Stockholm in 1972. The problems of envi-
ronment progressively became more acute and dan-
gerous.

As the nuclear crisis declined in the 80’s, the
environmental crisis loomed large. The very basis of
life—Air, Water and Soil-were polluted. Without clean
air and clean water, human life is impossible.
Without the top soil there will be no agriculture, no
food.

Without forests there will be no rains. Unbridled
industrialization created new phenomena like acid
rain and global warming.

Because of CFC’s (Chloro-Floro Carbons) the
Ozone shield, which protects the earth from the Sun’s
radiation, developed holes. A large number of people
in countries like Canada have skin cancer.

The Second World Assembly of WCRP was held
in Louvain, Belgium, in 1974, two years after
Stockholm Conference on Environment. The Louvain
Declaration says: “The fear of instant annihilation by
nuclear weapons is now mingled with the anguished
vision of the gradual extinction of the planet. The cre-
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ation of a right relationship between man and nature
is an indispensable part of the struggle for peace and
justice”.

The Louvain Declaration further says: “There
must not be war but profound harmony between the
human species and the natural world. Men and
women motivated by religion should provide mankind
with a shining example of simplicity in life-style”.

WCRP Assemblies in Princeton in 1979, Nairobi
in 1984 and Melbourne in 1989 considered the prob-
lems of environment.

Meeting in the Pacific region, the WCRP Assem-
bly V was keenly conscious of indigenous cultures
prevalent there. Sacredness of nature is a part of
indigenous culture. Melbourne Declaration says: “Our
religious traditions agree that nature is to be respect-
ed. We are both trustees of nature and dependent
upon it”.

After the Melbourne Assembly there was a fol-
low-up programme called Project Green. WCRP Japan
has taken an important part in the formulation and
execution of Project Green. This should be a continu-
ing programme.

The world-wide anxiety and concern culminated
in the historic Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro
in June 1992.

Mr. Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General of the
1972 Conference was also the Secretary-General of
the UN Conference in 1992. It was an outstanding
world event in which 112 Heads of States participat-
ed.

It was also the largest gathering of Scientists,
Experts, Academics, Social Workers and Religious
Personalities. There was a large turnout of NGOs
who met simultaneously at Rio. It was my privilege to
represent the WCRP along with four others.

The Rio Declaration spells out the basic princi-
ples of environmental restoration. Agenda 21 gives an
elaborate programme of follow-up action.

The intimate relationship between environment
and development was realized. If development is not
governed by moral and spiritual principles, it will
lead to disastrous consequences for the natural envi-
ronment.

Mahatma Gandhi said, “There is enough for
everybody’s need, but not enough for everybody’s

35



TV F2UIME R T A 0 —T v TITEEH T .

RELHBOEREZBEMBAER SN Lz, #EER
PORMB L KO h L VHBITEREREIZE 5
TEBLHEREHITLL Y.

INIR - HTFL—EFVELL, [TXRTOED
VEIIWMETETH, TRTOZEORLEIMWETEL
Wlo BELIHEDCRFIIRIRELEEPE T T4 &
FUTHD CRIFITFRE FEREELTLLE ).

FATAZANOEROLEM RS E Lz,
BERIMIETY . WEHFIIIREMEIRETY, 7
VT ERELCMREDZOMO IR TGO &
LTz FEA,

WRIE— BN > 72 F RIS, [FHTieRME] L v
IBVHHDHY 5. WHIRZFBEIATETT. $F
U—<27 7% [EOWRR] THT2HmLE5HELF
L7zo BHRERIIAMRTYT ., WERKLZER LD
T o BUEACAFHEA R 2 &I 2 @ EE IR 3 AU, 58
OMAUIAFE AL TL L 9o BRI, FEbeT iz B
EVEELZDOTT,

FHTLZHAELE VIMSIEISH, KL ZTANRS
NTwEF. L2rL, VFH3 v Mo TWCRPAS
F Ny a TV I F—TlE, IR ER T GE A
DRNFETHRITNIE LR EAMFAINT L. B
HOREDTXTOREE, FICHEICRIERVWRD, #
KEFIFEH N LEVTL L ).

W Z B BROPLIIT 25051, MIEICHT
LEMBHEALETT., CNEREGHREIFATLWL
WTL &9, BEEMRMD L VIZEAGH LRI, 5%
BERBEGHLERT 2LV AH I v FOFHTL
yh

VAH Iy PTRESINALT Vv 7213 R/b T
FEROBFRIZHY T3, SNICEEMHRE LICES
LEHELEINTET, VAH Iy PTHRIRENL
Pk % AT 2 HA P AW S E 5,

BRERR

SHGHIE O 4 XTI EMER T3,
19724EDA by Z RNV ABEEY I Y VT, 4 Y54
36

REEE—HIC. NS, KA. KA. PSLBLOR. BHENSELY 1 X,
RB7va—-%.

greed”. A greed-based economy will lead to tension
and disaster but a need-based economy will lead to
peace and happiness.

The point was driven home that there should be
a change in life-style. Consumerism is a disease. The
western world should learn restraint. The rest of the
world, including Asia, should not imitate western con-
sumerism.

A new phrase which has become popular is
“sustainable development”. Development cannot be
unlimited. The Club of Rome first came out with its
thesis on “Limits to Growth”. Natural resources are
limited. Some resources are not renewable. Excessive
exploitation of non-renewable resources by the pre-
sent generation will jeopardise the interests of the
future generation. Hence, sustainable development.

The concept of sustainable development is general-
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ly accepted nowadays. However, the seminar organized
by WCRP at Sao Paulo prior to the Rio Summit empha-
sised that development should both be sustainable
and equitable. If the benefits of development do not
reach all sections of the society, particularly the weak-
est sections, there will be no social justice.

If ethics is to be put at the heart of the develop-
ment process, there should be codes of conduct
regarding environment. This can be called “environ-
mental ethics”. A new emphasis on environmental
ethics similar to business ethics or medical ethics has
been an outcome of the Rio Summit.

The programme of Agenda 21 that emerged out of
the Rio Summit is in the process of implementation
around the world. There is provision for periodical
review. One hopes that there will be sincere attempt
to carry out some of the decisions taken at the Rio
Summit.

Poverty Eradication:

The fourth dimension of Holistic Peace is Poverty
Eradication.

At the Stockholm Summit on Environment in
1972, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi said, “Poverty is
the greatest polluter”.

The UN has recognized poverty as a major prob-
lem around the world. One billion people live in
absolute poverty. At Copenhagen world leaders gath-
ered to consider three issues: Poverty Eradication,
Productive Employment and Social Integration.
These issues are inter-related.

The large percentage of the poor are found in the
developing countries of the world in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. Poverty is also present in the affluent
societies.

In the field of poverty eradication, India has
made some significant efforts. According to the
Planning Commission in India, 29.9% of the people
are below the Poverty Line. Poverty is defined as that
state in which a family is unable to fulfill the five
basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, education and
health care.

Colonial exploitation over a few centuries was a
contributory factor to poverty in countries like India.
During the last 47 years of independence, there was
in India a Green Revolution by which food production
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went up from 10 million tons to 185 tons. There is now
self-sufficiency and export capability. But it cannot be
said that everyone has adequate purchasing power to
have requisite nutrition.

The policy thrust of the Government has been
eradication of poverty through programmes directly
aimed at the people below the poverty line. While this
has made great impact, it must be said that benefits
do not always reach the poorest. Implementation of
the Schemes by the official machinery leaves much to
be desired.

Steps are being taken to improve the system of
delivery. Employment Assurance Scheme provides
everyone with an opportunity to work. For the benefit
of unemployed educated youth, a special scheme of
assistance for starting mini-enterprises has been
introduced.

But such schemes alone cannot end poverty. So,
the Parliament of India amended the Constitution to
effect political decentralization. The 73rd Amendment
empowers the people at the grass-root level. It is
called Panchayati Raj which means Local Self-
Government. This is being implemented today in all
the States of India.

The elected representatives will plan and imple-
ment development programmes. One salient feature
is, 1/3 of the positions in Panchayats and Municipali-
ties will go to women. It is hoped that the entry of
women in public life will lead to greater good to the
community.

Prime Minister of India Shri Narasimha Rao
declared in Parliament that Government would spend
6% of GDP on education. There will be progressive
increase from the present 3.7% level. This will benefit
school education and adult education. It is hoped that
by 2000, illiteracy will be eradicated in India.

Globally speaking, drastic policy changes are nec-
essary in order to have a successful assault on pover-
ty. If poverty is to be eradicated by 2000 or 2005,
there should be progressive reduction in arms spend-
ing and the resultant “Peace Dividend” should be
diverted to development.

Therefore, UNDP has proposed that there should
be 3% annual reduction in military spending. This
will release substantial resources for development.
This is yet to be accepted by national governments.
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At the Social Summit, at Copenhagen, there was
consensus on the 20:20 compact. This means that a
developed country or a developing country should set
apart 20% of their budget for human development.

At Copenhagen there was also consensus on 0.7%
development aid.

Poverty is a global challenge. Unless human soci-
ety is poverty-free, there will be no real peace.

Copenhagen Summit is a good beginning. First
time in history, world leaders gathered to consider
the triple question of poverty, unemployment and
alienation. There is now a global consciousness about
these basic issues. This is a very good beginning.
Ambassador Juan Somavia should be congratulated
and thanked for the successful Social Summit.

Creative Education:

The fifth dimension of Holistic Peace is Creative
Education.

The UNESCO Preamble says:

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men, the defences of peace must be con-
structed”.

Education plays a vital role in human life. A
child’s mind is vibrant and open. Learning by doing,
is natural to a child. Creative and productive activity
is the best medium of learning. Creative education, as
distinct from formal education, shapes the personali-
ty of a young person.

The formal system produces graduates who are
not only unemployed but “unemployable”. They are
unable to contribute to the betterment of society.
Rather, they become a burden to society. Creative or
productive education is, therefore, necessary.

Another positive aspect of Creative Education is
that it produces a harmonious personality. Introduc-
tion of values in the school curriculum will help the
student find peace in one’s own self. Thus he/she will
have peace within and contribute to peace in society.

Mahatma Gandhi visualised Creative Education
and came out with the scheme of Basic Education
(Nai Talim). This was not confined to the class room.
Students were taught to work in agriculture and do
handicrafts. They were not just “book worms” but cre-
ative producers for the nation.

At the same time they also studied language, sci-
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ence, history, geography and mathematics. They were
also exposed to spirituality. They participated in
inter-religious prayers and social service activities.
Creative Education ignited the spiritual spark in one
self.

This system catered to the Head (intellectual),
Heart (spiritual) and Hand (physical). This can also
be called as Holistic Education. The famous English
writer H.G. Wells said: “Human history is increasing-
ly becoming a race between education and catastro-
phe”.

Those who undergo Creative Education will be
global citizens. But they will maintain their local,
national and cultural identities. They will be promot-
ers of world peace. They will “think globally and act
locally”.

The initiative of UNESCO, EFA, “Education for
All” is a laudable move. That three bodies, UNICEF,
UNDP and WORLD BANK are co-sponsoring this
global campaign is a welcome development.

Primary education is a democratic right. How-
ever, the opportunity for education should also mean
quality education, education of the right type. Here
comes the relevance of creative education—an educa-
tion which transforms the child into a worthy citi-
zen—productive and happy.

The UN has declared 1995 as the Year of Toler-
ance. UNESCO is the implementing agency.

Tolerance Education is preeminently important
in a world which is still beset by high passions of fun-
damentalism and prejudice. Tolerance is the begin-
ning, not the end.

Tolerance of religious and cultural differences
must lead to mutual respect and positive apprecia-
tion. Pluralism, cultural and religious, is a reality of
the present day world. We must learn to accept it.

Education for human values, cultivation of uni-
versal values, the whole movement of value education
is an important trend in Education. The Satya
Saibaba University in India is a shining example of
value learning.

Modern media exert a powerful influence on the
young. If electronic and print media follow higher val-
ues and goals, they will be a great blessing to
humankind. Otherwise, they will turn out to be a
curse.
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Family Love:

The sixth dimension of Holistic Peace is Family
Love.

The family is the natural unit of human society.
All over the world, the family is the fundamental,
social unit. Love is born in the family. Indeed the
family is a laboratory of love.

Unfortunately in recent years, family love has
become weak in some countries. Because of industri-
alization and urbanization, family life has come
under stress and strain. Commercialisation and mass
culture have made a negative impact on the integrity
and happiness of the family unit.

However, in Asian societies, family life continues
to be strong and vital. That man and woman should
live together in ‘holy matrimony’, create and raise
children, is the law ordained by Nature and God.
Parents should not only love and cherish their off-
springs but also honour and cherish their parents
(grand parents). This is the natural and right way of
life.

In a typical Hindu household, for instance, the
grand parents, the parents and children live togeth-
er—three generations giving and taking from one
another.

The family provides security to everyone. The
noble principle, “From each according to his ability
and to each according to his need” is the foundation of
family life.

Family life is a fascinating phenomenon. That
the mother should love her children is the most nat-
ural thing. Indeed the child is “the flesh of her flesh
and bone of her bone” as the English saying goes.
That the child should love the mother back is also a
natural thing. That the father and mother together
should bring up the children giving their best is also
the law of life.

In the Hindu way of life, a family is an evolving
phenomenon. There are four phases, i.e., Brahma-
charya, Grahastha, Vanaprastha and Sanyasa.

Brahmacharya is the first phase, covering child-
hood and adolescence and is marked by study and dis-
cipline. Household life is the second phase called
Grahastha. The third and fourth phases, namely,
Vanaprastha and Sanyasa are a special contribution
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by Hindu philosophy. Let me explain.

After the duties of household life are over, say,
when they are fifty years old, the husband and wife
should enter the third phase of selfless service
Literally, in olden times, it meant, they should go and
live in the forests in relative seclusion. In the modern
context, Vanaprastha could mean that the parents
should no longer be engrossed in secular pursuits but
take to social service with no consideration of mone-
tary reward.

The fourth and final stage in family evolution is
called Sanyasa which means ‘renunciation’. The hus-
band and wife, in their advanced years, say, sixty
years and after, become totally detached and experi-
ence spiritual union with God. God realization is the
ultimate goal and it must be attained in this very life.

With this vision of human destiny, a Hindu
household is God-centric. In a Hindu home, however
humble, there is a small shrine. The home life centres
round the worship of divine. With this view of life, the
family and the home acquire a spiritual dimension
and life becomes rich in love and happiness.

Human relationships are the essence of life. The
love that binds husband and wife who are equal part-
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ners in the pursuit of Dharma; the love that binds the
parents and the children, the love that binds the
brothers and sisters, the love that binds, in a most
delightful way, the grand children and the grand par-
ents, the love that binds one and all-this is an extra-
ordinary psychological phenomenon. In such a situa-
tion there is no question of the modern ills which
abound in the present day civilization.

Religion and spirituality are the bedrock of such
family life. Indeed, family life is the beginning of the
educative process. The father and the mother are the
first teachers of every child. Indeed, according to the
Hindu conception, the mother and father are God
themselves. They are or should be the embodiment of
the divine principle. It is said:

“Matru Devo Bhava”,

“Pitru Devo Bhava”.

It is a good trend that in the Western world there
is a new realization of the value of family life. The
United Nations observed 1994 as the International
Year of the Family.

We can say with confidence that if there is peace
in the family, there will be peace in the world. If there
is peace in the family, there will be peace in the indi-
vidual also.

Local Democracy:

The seventh dimension of Holistic Peace is Local
Democracy.

We are living in a small world called Global
Village. The basic unit of the global society is also a
village. The village is the microcosm. Most people in
the world live in small village communities.

In many nation states, the present pattern of
polity is Representative Democracy. While Represen-
tative Democracy has its place and purpose, partici-
patory democracy is needed at the local level. Local
Democracy helps people to manage their own civic
affairs. It should give the people at the grass roots
both political power and financial resources.
Decentralised democracy will be a non-violent democ-
racy. It will lead to a Non-violent World Order.

The ideal envisaged by Mahatma Gandhi was a
decentralised political system, called ‘Panchayati
Raj’. In 1992, the Panchayati Raj Constitutional
amendment was unanimously passed by both Houses
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of Indian Parliament. All States have since amended
their own Panchayati Raj Acts and so now it is
mandatory to hold Panchayat (local body) elections.
Another revolutionary aspect of the new amend-
ment is that 1/3 of the seats are reserved for women.
So, in the years to come, there will be a new surge of
women power.
Mahatma Gandhi was a visionary. He described
the ideal social structure as follows:
“In this structure composed of innumerable vil-
lages, there will be ever-widening, never-ascending
circles. Life will not be a pyramid with the apex
sustained by the bottom but it will be an oceanic
circle whose centre will be the individual, always
ready to perish for the circle of villages, till at last
the whole become one lifecomposed of individuals
never aggressive in their arrogance but ever hum-
ble sharing the majesty of the oceanic circle of
which they are integral units”.
This vision may appear utopian. But it still has
value even as Euclid’s concept of a point has value for
Geometry.

World Parliament:

The eighth dimension of Holistic Peace is world
Parliament.

With the extraordinary progress in communica-
tions and transportation, the planet has become a
small neighbourhood.

The United Nations system is no doubt a unify-
ing force. The United Nations has not only survived,
but it has become stronger. The UN Specialised
Agencies have done great service to humankind. Take
UNICEF or UNESCO or UNHCR or WHO or FAO, to
mention only a few.

The United Nations is a gathering of nation
states. The peoples of the world are not represented.
We have a World Court. We have a World Bank, but
we don’t have a World Parliament.

We must find ways for the peoples of the world to
be directly represented in the United Nations. The
U.N. General Assembly has delegates from the
National Governments. But could there be a
Parliament of the peoples of the world? Could there
be a more direct representation of the citizens of the
world in a World Parliament. This idea should be
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explored.

It is also felt that there should be a greater repre-
sentation in the UN for the Non Governmental
Organizations. At present NGOs are associated with
UN agencies on a consultative basis. The NGOs par-
ticipate in the debates and discussions. They also ren-
der help in follow-up and implementation.

In other words, we should move towards a world
polity, a World Government, if you will.

What we really want is a world under the Rule of
Law. We wish for a world in which there will be maxi-
mum freedom for the citizens of the world who would
abide by world law. These are areas for exploration
and experimentation.

One thing is clear. World Law and world peace go
together.

Conclusion:

So far I have delineated eight dimensions of
Holistic Peace:
. Disarmament
. Conflict Resolution
Environment Restoration
. Poverty Eradication
. Creative Education
. Family Love
. Local Democracy

8. World Parliament

If we are able to progress in these eight areas,
there will be a new dawn of peace in the world.

Towards this holistic peace, let us redouble our
efforts.

In five years, we will complete this century. Then
we enter the 21st century.

Indeed we will enter the third millennium.

I U RS

Let the third millennium be a millennium of
Peace and Love.
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