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Why Ms. Marii K. HasegaWa Was Seleéﬁafr
as the Recipient of the Thirteenth Niwano
Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation (Nichiko Niwano,
president; Motoyuki Naganuma, chairman) will award
the 13th Niwano Peace Prize to Ms. Marii Hasegawa
(77) of the United States. The decision was reached
after careful deliberation by a 7-member screening
committee representing Buddhist, Christian, and
Islamic beliefs who chose from nominations by about a
thousand people of recognized intellectual stature in
125 countries.

Ms. Hasegawa has for many years played a lead-
ing role in the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPF), an NGO with perma-
nent consultative status at the United Nations.
Founded more than 80 years ago by Nobel Peace Prize
recipient Jane Addams, the WILPF is an
International organization of women working for glob-
al peace. For the past half century, the WILPF has
been the primary medium through which Ms.
Hasegawa has worked for peace, disarmament,
human rights, including women’s rights, and better
education worldwide. Ms. Hasegawa served as the
president of the WILPF’s United States Section from
1971 to 1975.

Ms. Hasegawa was born in Kaita-cho, Aki-gun,
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Hiroshima, in 1918. She was less than a year old
when her father, a Buddhist priest, took her and her
family to the United States so that he could minister
to Japanese people there. Ms. Hasegawa has contin-
ued to reside in the United States ever since and is a
full-fledged American.

It is not to be forgotten, however, that Japanese-
Americans, like other ethnic minorities in America,
have been discriminated against. Ms. Hasegawa took
a B.A. in domestic science at the University of
California, Berkeley, because she had been warned
that domestic service was the only field in which a
Japanese-American could find employment.

After the Japanese navy bombed Pearl Harbor in
1941, the United States reacted by forcing 120,000
people of Japanese descent on the West Coast to relo-
cate to desert internment camps. The camps were
rows and rows of bleak barracks surrounded by for-
bidding chainlink fences. Ms. Hasegawa was interned
at the Central Utah Relocation Center in Topaz, Utah.

Four years later, in August 1945, the atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Ms.
Hasegawa was profoundly shaken by the bombings,
which made her keenly aware, not only as a Japanese-
American but as a human being, of the futility and
tragedy of war. Her revulsion over the atomic bomb-
ings inspired her commitment to peace over the next
half century.

After the war, Ms. Hasegawa joined the WILPF
in its work to unite women all over the world in what
have always been nonviolent activities for peace tran-
scending all differences of ideology, faith, ethnic ori-
gin, and nationality.

In the years following the war, the WILPF has
called upon the governments of various nations to join
in the causes of nuclear disarmament and the reduc-
tion of all arms. Ms. Hasegawa herself participated in
the Nike Missile Protest of the early 1960s and helped
organize the historic series of conferences between
American and Soviet women during the cold-war era.
During her presidency of the American Section of the
WILPF, she led a peace delegation to Hanoi to meet
women’s groups there.

“Peace,” says Ms. Hasegawa, “is not just the
absence of war, but a world without repression; gov-
ernment which puts people first, with civil rights and
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civil liberties; an economic system which is not
exploitative; housing and education of the kind each
person wants; consumerism under control; the envi-
ronment being helped to recover; universal health
care.”

Ms. Hasegawa has played a leading role on more
than just the international stage, her energies extend-
ing as well to less dramatic but equally, if not more,
important grassroots activities. She has traveled
widely throughout the United States, giving lectures,
urging educational reform, promoting a women’s camp
for peace, and in many, many other ways too numer-
ous to mention here, working hard to realize her deep-
est convictions.

In the late 1970s she helped to organize the first
Hiroshima Day commemorations in Richmond,
Virginia, which have been held annually ever since.
Her unaffected ways and untiring dedication to the
cause of peace have won the admiration and respect of
women around the world.

Women have come to assume a growing impor-
tance in world affairs in recent years. Last year, the
UN Conference on Women, the largest international
women’s conference ever, was held in Beijing. The
WILPF was represented at this conference by more
than 250 delegates. Women will undoubtedly become
leading proponents of peace in the 21st century.

Ms. Hasegawa’s lifelong work for peace was born
of her experiences in the internment camps of the
Second World War. Now, 50 years after the war, her
message remains as compelling as ever. The Niwano
Peace Foundation wishes here to acknowledge Ms.
Hasegawa’s significant contributions to justice and
peace and express its deep admiration for her pro-
found love of all humankind, in keeping with the spir-
it of religion. We commend her for her considerable
achievements, and in the hope that she will inspire
many to follow in her footsteps, we herewith bestow
the 13th Niwano Peace Prize upon Marii Hasegawa.
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