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Ms. Marii K. Hasegawa
The recipient of the thirteenth Niwano Peace Prize

Dear Friends of Peace:

What a great honor it is to greet you today and to
have accepted the Niwano Peace Prize.

I was born in a village near Hiroshima. My father
was a priest of the Jodo Shinshu Nishi Hongwanji
temple. My mother was the daughter of a merchant.
When I was 11 months old, my father was asked to go
to the United States to help look after the Japanese
Buddhists who were emigrating to that country.
Consequently, my father, mother, older sister and I
came to the United States. I have lived in the United
States all my remembered life. I was educated in
California schools, including graduation in 1938 from
the University of California at Berkeley.

I have visited Japan only once before. My hus-
band and I came here in 1981 and traveled the length
of Japan from Kyushu to Hokkaido. We visited rela-
tives on both sides of the family as well as friends we
had made among people who had worked or studied in
the United States. It was a joyous journey and we
learned a lot. An especially poignant trip was to
Hiroshima’s Peace Memorial Park, where we solemn-
ly struck the Peace Bell and wished for world peace.

Life for the immigrant Japanese was not easy.
They were the victims of a great deal of racial preju-
dice. They could not become naturalized citizens of
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their new country. They could not buy and own land
because they were not citizens. Somehow they raised
their children, who were American citizens because
they were born in the United States, and gave them a
good education.

WAR

On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii, inflicting large losses on the United
States navy, air force and army. This had tragic con-
sequences for the Japanese in America and their citi-
zen children. The Federal Bureau of Investigation
swept up the leaders of the Japanese community. In
many cases they were picked up on the 7th, and many
of their families did not know their whereabouts until
many months later. The leaders were in a camp sepa-
rate from where their families ended up. Although not
a single incident of sabotage or treachery was commit-
ted by the Japanese or their children, rumors ran
apace about the danger to the United States of having
us around in the area closest to Japan.

Finally, in February of 1942, Executive Order
9066 was signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
which ordered 120,000 Japanese and their citizen
children away from the states of California, Oregon,
and Washington and the territory of Alaska into tem-
porary camps and to stay there until permanent con-
centration camps could be built. These temporary
camps were race tracks and fairgrounds which were
enclosed and had somewhat adequate sanitary facili-
ties.

I was sent to a race track outside of San
Francisco. Fortunately, my parents and I were sent to
the same camp. My sister, who had gone to Japan to
further her education, was stranded there for the
entire period of the war. We were reunited when she
was finally able to return to the United States in
1948. At the race track, my parents and I were housed
in a single horse stall, which had been whitewashed
and furnished with cots and straw-filled mattresses.
About a hundred people shared a latrine and ate in a
common dining room.

CONCENTRATION CAMPS

In August and September of 1942, the move to
permanent camps took place. The camps were in a
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mountainous area and on an old lake bed in
California, one in Utah, one in Colorado, one in
Wyoming, two in Arizona, one in Idaho and two in
Arkansas. Each camp consisted of tarpaper-covered
barracks divided into blocks of two sections with 12
barracks for residential use. Each group of residential
barracks had one barracks used for a communal wash-
room, latrine and bath and another that was the com-
munal kitchen and dining room. Each family was
assigned one room. The size of the room depended on
the number in the family. Each barracks had six
rooms. Very large families got two rooms. Each room
had a small stove which used coal for heating.

It was not a death camp. We had barbed-wire
fences surrounding us with soldiers in watchtowers
around the perimeter. There were accidental shoot-
ings by these soldiers of some residents. I remember
one man who chased his dog under the fence into the
desert and was shot. Where could he have escaped to
in the middle of nowhere? Family life was all but
destroyed under camp life. Families did not have to
eat together. Young teenagers spent time with their
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peers and only came home to sleep.

Yet, every attempt was made to create a normal
community. Schools were started, churches estab-
lished, newspapers published, farms and gardens cul-
tivated, furniture made, cooperative stores set up. The
camps were run by the residents, subject to approval
by the administration. Unskilled workers earned $12
a month, skilled workers got $16 a month and profes-
sionals got $19 a month. Each resident got a clothing
allowance of $6 a month that could be spent in the
cooperative stores or for purchases by mail order.

All this had taken place without any effort being
made to find out how we all felt about the question of
loyalty to the United States. Finally, in late 1942, a
questionnaire was used to test our loyalty. The War
Relocation Authority, which was the administrative
body for all the camps, bungled in asking the ques-
tions and a great furor arose. Although questions were
changed so answers could be given without making
things awkward for Japanese and their citizen chil-
dren, many felt that this was the final insult and that
they would never be accepted in the United States.
They answered in such a way that they could be repa-
triated to Japan at the end of the war.

PARTICIPATION IN WAR

Soon after this people were free to leave camp if
they had answered the questions so that their loyalty
to the United States could not be questioned. They
could not return to the West Coast, however, and had
to go to the Midwest and the East. Many young people
left. The army also started to draft young men.
Together with volunteers and draftees from Hawaii,
the 100th and 442nd battalions were formed. These
were all Japanese-American units officered by men
not of Japanese ancestry. The reason given for this
segregation was that the exploits of these units would
be more widely known than if the Japanese-
Americans were mixed in an ordinary group. These
battalions were among the most decorated in the war
and suffered great casualties.

Another way in which Japanese-Americans
served their country was as translators. Some, who
were stationed in the South Pacific, helped to get
some Japanese soldiers and civilians to surrender by
leafleting and speaking in Japanese.
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HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI

The horror of war was made very evident with the
use of the atomic bombs against Japan. Air raids on
Japan had already destroyed a great deal of Tokyo
and other cities, but one atomic bomb did what hun-
dreds of ordinary bombs could accomplish. In addi-
tion, the aftermath of these bombs, with long-lasting
physical effects on the victims, with both physical and
psychological illnesses, made them terrible weapons.
Long after the war, marriages were denied victims of
the bomb. Deformed children were born to women who
had been in Hiroshima or Nagasaki. People had huge
keloid scars. Leukemia showed up in people who had
previously been thought unscathed.

I supported the United States in the Second World
War. It was my country and I thought that only victo-
ry in war could defeat fascism and militarism and was
willing to accept the abrogation of my human rights in
being sent to a concentration camp for the sake of
defeating the enemy. After the war was over and the
United Nations was organized, I thought for a while
that there was going to be world peace. However, as
the cold war developed and the United Nations was
used in the controversy, I realized that war did not set-
tle international disputes. There had to be some alter-
native way toward the settlement of disputes.

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR
PEACE AND FREEDOM

I looked for some way in which I as an individual
could help find this alternative to war. It was then
that I discovered the Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). I had not known
much about WILPF except that it was one of the few
organizations in the United States which had come
out publicly protesting the incarceration of Japanese
in America along with their citizen children in con-
centration camps.

WILPF was founded in 1915 in the midst of the
First World War as an international organization
when over 1,200 women from 12 neutral and warring
nations met at The Hague in the Netherlands to dis-
cuss the advancement of women’s suffrage. It was out
of the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance that
WILPF was born. Many resolutions were passed by
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this congress. All were agreed that women must have
the vote and that continuous mediation among war-
ring nations with neutral nations as mediators should
take place until the nations agreed to declare a truce.

Two teams of women went to 13 European capi-
tals and Washington, D.C., trying to persuade officials
to initiate or accept mediation. They made 35 visits in
all. Although they were listened to with interest, they
were unsuccessful, and the war dragged on to 1918
with the additional slaughter of men, women and chil-
dren and great destruction of the countryside.

The women from The Hague met again in 1919
and formally formed the WILPF, which is one of the
oldest continuously active peace organizations in the
world. It has an international office in Geneva and
national sections in 33 countries ranging over 5 conti-
nents. It has consultative status at the United
Nations. Among its members it has had 5 Nobel lau-
reates—dJane Addams, Emily Greene Balch, Linus
Pauling, Alva Myrdal, and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. However, the force of WILPF has been the thou-
sands of “ordinary” women and men who have worked
since its founding for peace, freedom and justice.

I have been a member of WILPF since 1947 when
I searched for some way to work for an end to war. To
WILPF, as to me, peace is not just the absence of war.
We must have social and economic justice if we are to
have peace, freedom and justice. These three goals are
indivisible.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PATHS TO THE
GOAL WE ALL ARDENTLY DESIRE?

1. There must be total and universal disarma-
ment. The production, sale and transfer of all weapons
should be halted. Countries should participate in an
United Nations registry for internal security. Military
budgets should be reduced to a maximum of 1% of
gross domestic product within 10 years. All production
of nuclear weapons should be halted and existing
arsenals of nuclear weapons should be destroyed. It is
possible to destroy all the nuclear weapons around the
world. One scheme might be for the United States to
buy out the nuclear weapons of other nations and
reduce its own at the same time at the cost of a frac-
tion of its defense budget.

The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists has had an

35



FHA, INLBHEFIIKFTHDLNL T TRL,
ATFDESRIOICEHANR MR TwET,
2. ILWEHFETVOMIEZ 2P QEE ) $E A,
72 5 B & % [ 3 2 vhu 12 L 22 BUE O 54 85
BEDETNVIE, PHOBFIELKEEE, KEHOHIC
AR ELABLIEEZDLLTHDOTT. A4Hk%ERD
TRHEP»OBHT L7720, A=AV AZAEAMLE T,
BREEAL, RIEMHAFERHS D ZORBFETIVICL 5T
EmshEy. FIEEHFELERTTICELLTWE
To BAEORFE Y AT AIAN4 OWEMERZ ML T
WEH A BHEOBL, THEO KK ITHAMFF N
BHBLD R DR, FHIEHMEIERICE > THERE
EdH A
3. EEIEEE IS IR REZLFRT LI L
12 & o T EMEZ LT 2 LD Y F 3. EHDRkD
A IKRETY . ZOLIERFUL 126 FVITEL,
BGEERE D40 %L L2 EDTwE T, KEDILOE 4
DD D60%DIIFEHE X R > Twb b TT, FhEik
[ 3 B YR B DG By O B & S HL D D £
o A7, YRUT N F, RRA=THETIK, EE
FRH RGBSR EOFERAMAI L >TLEFVE L7
Gy KEZ UL E LB EARERED ) A+ T & 3E5K
LCWET, AL, EEA RS BREZEF T
HAFZHKE L E V) DT, EROHEN=—X%
72 LTV BB E SR RICE > TV ET,
RIEAZHEDDL ATy TE LT, REREHELEZE
EPRE [ O & CRIEN 2 0 I o JE A B i [E TR
KT DLV BIEORHEZBEILTLZ LA ExLbNE
Fo EREHEFICIIZ IR IN TV FE T, [RaREER
Fad, BITHEEET HH0C, HFOTFHIMFIRD
72ODH LW LHELR FRETEL R IUER 5%V,
RARERRZOFEAFERZEILT 22 &3, 5
AR DN FRNRIZ I 057200 E LD
CLEYa
FEEE, g, WEBG 6%, 85 7% EoRFEREICS
J5HLOHRLMEEIZBETRL, SFBOEOHTEY
[ B A BB O F 2 50 Ry LESH D £, H
HE KEEOHERD 72D TIZ AR LMD N 4 D7=DITHE
36

atomic annihilation clock on its cover since it began
publication. Midnight was the end. Today, the clock
reads 16 minutes to midnight. This is 50 years after
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The end of the cold war
should have brought us even further away from mid-
night. We must prevent midnight from striking.

But, aside from nuclear weapons, countries must
stop the spread of regular weapons. Not only are these
weapons used in war, but we have seen an increase in
internal violence because weapons are so easily avail-
able.

2. Development of alternative economic models
must be fostered. The present model of a global mar-
ket economy with the World Trade Organization and
transnational corporations means great wealth for a
few and poverty, debt and unemployment for many. It
creates homelessness as people move from rural areas
to try to find employment. Environmental degradation
and ethnic and racial strife are multiplied by this eco-
nomic model. Children live in hopelessness. The pre-
sent economic system fails to meet the material needs
of people. Without social and economic improvement
in the future of millions of men, women and children,
there can be no future for peace, freedom and justice.

3. The United Nations must be strengthened by
our insisting that it return to its charter. The United
States is its biggest debtor. It is $1.2 billion in arrears
accounting for more than 40% of the total amount
due. Other nations owe the remaining 60%. We must
all pay for the operations of the United Nations and
its agencies. United Nations peacekeeping has become
United States military intervention, as in Iraq,
Somalia, Haiti, and Bosnia.

Some countries, led by the United States, are call-
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ing for restructuring of the United Nations to make it
smaller and cut down on the tasks it performs best.
The agencies to be cut down are the very ones which
fulfill the social needs of nations.

A step that will be a democratic one is the aboli-
tion of permanent members of the Security Council,
with members of the Council elected for short terms
from the General Assembly. It is specified in the
United Nations Charter that the Security Council
must use every means for peaceful settlement of dis-
putes before military action is even considered. The
abolition of a permanent Security Council would be a
step towards peaceful settlement before military
intervention.

The United Nations must reclaim its central role
on the economic questions of money, finance, debt,
trade, etc. and take responsibility for economic policy
away from international financial institutions. We
must all join together so that the United Nations is for
ordinary people and not for exploitation by big corpo-
rations. We must insist that our countries return to
the United Nations Charter and support it financially.

4. Racism must be eliminated. The rights of
indigenous people must be protected. Special atten-
tion must be paid to guest workers, especially women
and children. Refugees require special attention.
Ethnic groups must learn to live at peace with one
another. Discrimination against people of other colors
must be eliminated.

All nations have their own racism. The United
States is becoming more intolerant of non-whites.
Religious differences are becoming more acrimonious.
Japan urges Korean residents to Japanize their
names before becoming naturalized citizens. Guest
workers in various parts of Western Europe are given
discriminatory treatment in the courts. This kind of
separation leads to genocide. There are too many
examples of genocidal behavior today to enumerate.
We must stop this wanton killing.

5. The care and upbringing of children are crucial
to peace, freedom and justice. Children have become
the major victims of war and its aftermath. They are
attacked by epidemic diseases, lost and abandoned in
refugee camps, or caught in bombings and sniper fire.
UNICEF estimates in their booklet “State of the
World’s Children in 1996” that 2 million children have
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been killed in wars in the last 10 years.

Millions of children have been disabled. Millions
are orphans and homeless. Psychological trauma has
affected millions of children. Somehow, we must see to
it that they are protected from present wars; from
hunger; from injuries caused by weapons of past wars
which riddle their land, such as unexploded land
mines. Statistics tell us that children raised in refugee
camps are more likely to develop asocial habits as
they grow older. They must be given a sense of belong-
ing. Children must be raised without fear of others
who are different from them. “They have to be taught
to love and hate” is a line from a song in the musical
South Pacific. Differences are not only in race, ethnic-
ity or nationality, there are also differently abled chil-
dren. Many of these conditions are the result of war
injuries. Those who are blind, unable to walk, to hear,
to talk, should be accepted with love and our children
taught that same love and acceptance. Only in that
way will we raise children who accept human rights
and freedom for all.

Parents and all adults must remember their
responsibility to teach love, not hate. A Buddhist
teaching from the Dhammapada says hate is not over-
come by hate, by love alone “’tis quelled. This is the
truth of ancient days still unexcelled.”

6. The proper care and treatment of women are
an important path to peace, freedom and justice. From
time immemorial, the burden of war has fallen upon
women. They have been taken captive in war and
despoiled even to the present day. Not only that, but
when active fighting is over, many women are widows
responsible for the raising of their children. Women
bear the burdens of more than 50% of society. They
should be equal partners in a world without war.
Social and economic changes are needed to make sure
that women are housed, fed and employed. Only in
this way can they raise the kind of children who will
help us make the kind of world we want.

We must end the bitterness of war by making
sure that women’s lives are not ones of unceasing
poverty with no hope for their children. Women can-
not be willing to forgive their enemies and the killers
of their husbands and children unless their hate, like
that of their children, is overcome by love. Their lives
must be such that they do not hand on their bitterness
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to their children. We have seen enough of blood feuds
to know that somewhere there must come an end to
revenge, and the care of women is the best way to do
this.

I have pointed out just a few paths we might fol-
low to peace, freedom and justice. There are many
more paths. The important thing is how we as indi-
viduals and organizations follow these paths. As indi-
viduals, we can begin with ourselves. If we resolve to
follow the paths of our choice to the best of our ability,
we will have taken a tiny step towards our goal. Then
we must begin to convert people to our way of think-
ing and acting. This we do not do by coercion but by
the strength of our beliefs and action. When we all
start to work together in associations and organiza-
tions, we will start making headway. The very fact
that organizations are working together will create a
climate and social order that we want. We can then
start to influence our governments.

We must be careful not to become so carried away
by our message that we are not willing to listen to oth-
ers or that we get into violent altercations. Only by
willingness to hear other viewpoints and accept those
which coincide with ours can we succeed. But, in lis-
tening to others, we must never forget that our goal is
a world of peace, freedom and justice and never be
deflected from the goal because of any desire to influ-
ence more and more people even if they do not whole-
heartedly believe in nor work towards our goal.

We must not yield to those people who say we are
wasting our time; that there has always been war and
violence and that there always will be. They point to
the years we have already spent in working towards
our goals. We must remember that war as an institu-
tion is thousands of years old. We cannot hope to suc-
ceed in alternatives to war in just a few hundred
years. Remember that step by step, if we ordinary
people all work together, in the end, if not in our life-
time, perhaps in our children’s, or their children’s life-
time, we shall have a world of peace freedom and jus-
tice. Perhaps the time will come when we no longer
hear our children cry “Okaasan, tasukete” from a
burning house or see children run on fire from napalm
through the streets of a bombed village.
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