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PROGRAM FOR
THE FOURTEENTH PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF
NIWANO PEACE PRIZE

Thursday, May 8th, 1997
At Hotel CENTURY HYATT

PRESENTATION CEREMONY (2:00 — 3 : 30 P.M.)

Prelude (Music)
Opening Prayer
Report on Screening

——Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman
Introduction of the Recipient
Dr. Hildegard Goss-Mayr
Presentation of the Prize

——Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

President's Address
——Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

Congratulatory Messages
——Mr. Takashi Kosugi
the Minister of Education, Science and Culture

——Mr. David John Wright
Ambassador of the United Kingdom

—Rev. Yasumi Hirose
President, Japan Religions League

Commemorative Address
——the Rev. Trevor Williams
——Ms. Carmel Heaney
Mrs. Joyce Williams
the Corrymeela Community

Prayer for Peace

RECEPTION (3:30—4:30 P.M.)

Opening Greetings
Congratulatory Messages
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The recipient of the fourteenth
Niwano Peace Prize
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Chairman, The Niwano Peace Foundation

Ritidkiz

Motoyuki Naganuma
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The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award
the fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize to the Corrymeela
Community of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

To do away with fear, prejudice, and ignorance, and
to build relationships of trust and mutual respect, the
Corrymeela Community has developed numerous
grass-roots programs for reconciliation in the midst of
strife over the past thirty years.

It has provided a place for Protestant and Catholic
leaders to meet and talk, has offered care for families
who have lost loved ones in the conflict, and is deeply
involved in education for mutual understanding
among youths so they can transcend differences in
faith and take part together in volunteer activities.

The increased understanding and appreciation
enjoyed by the Niwano Peace Prize with each passing
year are highly gratifying and augur well for the fur-
ther spread of the principles and practice of interreli-
gious cooperation. We hope through this prize to make
a modest contribution to further widening the circle of
interreligious cooperation and thus to bringing about
world peace and human prosperity, and we ask your
continued understanding and support in this endeav-
or.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering
of precious natural resources on the arms race, famine
and poverty in the developing nations, discrepancies
and oppression, environmental pollution, and spiritu-
al decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a
spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all people
so that the foundations of a peaceful society may be
laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion must
begin by tearing down the walls erected by each reli-
gion’s belief that its teachings alone represent
absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted cooper-
ation to bring about a peaceful society.

We of the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above all
that the ideals and activities of interreligious coopera-
tion for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion
are already working earnestly to promote interreli-
gious understanding and cooperation, contributing to
the cause of world peace through their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individu-

7
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als and organizations that have contributed signifi-
cantly to interreligious cooperation, thereby further-
ing the cause of world peace, and to make their
achievements known as widely as possible the world
over. The Foundation hopes thus both to deepen inter-
religious understanding and cooperation and to stimu-
late the emergence of still more people devoting them-
selves to world peace. The first Niwano Peace Prize
was awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara of
Brazil in 1983, the second to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the
United States, the third to Rev. Zhao Pu Chu of
China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica,
the fifth to the World Muslim Congress (Motamar Al-
Alam Al-Islami), the sixth to His Eminence Etai
Yamada, the chief priest of the Tendai Sect of
Buddhism in Japan, the seventh to Dr. Norman
Cousins of the United States, the eighth to Dr.
Hildegard Goss-Mayr of Austria, the ninth to Dr. A. T.
Ariyaratne of Sri Lanka, the tenth to Neve
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the eleventh to His
Eminence Cardinal Paulo E. Arns, the twelfth to Dr.
M. Aram, and the thirteenth to Ms. Marii K.
Hasegawa.

Nomination and Selection

Religious leaders and eminent scholars in Japan
and overseas were asked to nominate candidates for
the thirteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their nominations
were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 1,000 people in 125 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominees were screened
by a committee comprising seven representatives from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
May at a special ceremony. The recipient is presented
the main prize of a citation and subsidiary prizes of
¥20 million and a medal. At the ceremony, the recipi-
ent delivers a commemorative address.



Why the Corrymeela Community Was
Selected as the Recipient of the Fourteenth
Niwano Peace Prize
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On May 8, 1997, the Niwano Peace Foundation
(Nichiko Niwano, president; Motoyuki Naganuma,
chairman) will present the 14th annual Niwano Peace
Prize to the Corrymeela Community of Northern
Ireland, founded by Rev. Ray Davey and currently
under the leadership of Rev. Trevor Williams. The
decision was reached after rigorous deliberation by a
screening committee of seven specialists representing
the world’s religions, including Buddhism, Christianity,
and Islam, who chose among nominations made by
about 1,000 people of recognized stature in 125 differ-
ent countries.

Founded in 1965, the Corrymeela Community has
both Protestant and Catholic members. One of its two
centres is in Belfast, long the focal point of the conflict
in Northern Ireland.

Corrymeela means “hill of harmony” in Irish. The
Community’s primary goal is to do away with fear,
prejudice, and ignorance and to build relationships of
trust and mutual respect. Over the past thirty years
the Corrymeela Community has developed numerous
grassroots programmes for reconciliation in the midst
of strife. Its endeavors have won accolades from
around the world praising it for its pioneering activi-
ties in the search for peace.

Northern Ireland is a divided society with a majori-
ty Protestant community which demands to remain
part of the United Kingdom and a minority Catholic
community, many of whom wish to be part of a united
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Ireland. The consequences of the partition of the
island in 1920, which left Northern Ireland as part of
the United Kingdom and Southern Ireland to become
an independent Republic in 1949, was to leave a
Catholic minority in Northern Ireland in a disempow-
ered position.

In the 1960s Catholics began to protest for their
civil rights. This led to conflict with the majority
Protestant community, resulting in widespread vio-
lence in 1969, with British troops coming onto the
streets. The creation of the Provisional IRA, a violent
republican paramilitary grouping from within the
Catholic community, took place in 1970. This was
responded to by violence from loyalist paramilitary
groupings from within the Protestant community.
Since 1969 the violence has resulted in over three
thousand deaths.

In 1994 the IRA called a cease-fire. This was fol-
lowed by attempts at political dialogue. However, the
Provisional IRA resumed its campaign of violence in
1996.

The years of fighting have created deep social, reli-
gious, and political fissures among the people. Today
the population of Northern Ireland is 65 percent
Protestant and 35 percent Catholic. Fear and distrust
continue to disrupt positive interaction in employ-
ment, education, and marriage.
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The Corrymeela Community has striven to heal
these wounds. Among its undertakings, it has provid-
ed a place for Protestant and Catholic leaders to talk
with each other and has offered care and respite for
families that have lost loved ones in the conflict.
Corrymeela members engage in many voluntary activ-
ities and the Community is also deeply involved in
educational work providing opportunities for youths to
communicate transcending differences of faith, and is
a major resource for teaching materials to promote
mutual understanding.

The Community’s other centre in Ballycastle is a
refuge for victims of violence. It is also the site of
meetings, conferences, and symposia on reconciliation
participated in by more than 6,000 people every year.

Northern Ireland’s problems also have complex eco-
nomic and social roots. Corrymeela’s grassroots activi-
ties, directed at the very core of daily life, fulfill a cru-
cial role in helping to resolve these issues.

In existence for 31 years, the Corrymeela Com-
munity over the decades has become a model of inspi-
ration and hope throughout Europe as well. In award-
ing it the 14th Niwano Peace Prize, the Niwano Peace
Foundation wishes to express its high esteem for the
Community’s contribution to peace and justice in the
name of religious cooperation and human dignity. We
commend the Corrymeela Community for its many
achievements and pray that many more will follow.

15



A Brief History of the Recipient
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In 1940, the Rev. Ray Davey volunteers for field
work with the YMCA in North Africa. He helps estab-
lish a centre in Tobruk to be used by all faiths to care
for the social, physical, and spiritual needs of those
engaged in desert warfare. In 1942 he is taken prison-
er of war and held near Dresden, where he witnesses
the allied bombing of the city, in which huge numbers
of civilians died.

After returning home, the Rev. Davey is appointed
as the first Presbyterian Chaplain to Queen’s
University Belfast. He establishes a Community
Centre as the focal point for his work.

1963—64

Following a series of visits to Christian
Communities of Reconciliation in Italy (Agape) and
Scotland (The Iona Community), a group is formed
to explore the idea of a new Christian Community
in Northern Ireland. The group searches for suit-
able premises.

1965
(February)

A holiday guest house called “Corrymeela” is pur-
chased. Corrymeela, meaning “The Hill of
Harmony,” is adopted as the name of the new
Community. Volunteer work camps repair and ren-
ovate the building.

(October)

The Corrymeela Centre is opened officially by
Pastor Tullio Vinay, founder of the Agape
Community.

17
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The Rev. Ray Davey is elected as part-time

leader.
1966

Corrymeela marks the fiftieth anniversary of the
Republican Easter Rising in Dublin by holding a
conference entitled “Community 1966, a joint
Protestant and Roman Catholic Conference.” Such a
joint venture is unique at this time. The Prime
Minister of Northern Ireland, Capt. Terence O’Neill,
uses the opportunity to make a plea for reconcilia-
tion between Catholics and Protestants.

A number of other significant conferences are
held at Corrymeela which contribute to the develop-
ment of voluntary movements and organisations,
such as the Northern Ireland Housing Association,
the Northern Ireland Hospice Movement, the
Northern Ireland Mixed Marriage Association and
Integrated Education.

Members of the Community run Summer Family
Weeks at Corrymeela for those who can’t afford hol-
idays. Volunteers lead programmes with families,
children, and pensioners. Work camps of volunteers
continue to renovate and adapt the buildings and
the site.

1968—69

The protest movement for civil rights is overtaken
by violence marking the beginning of what is
referred to as “the troubles.”

1970

Corrymeela members are involved in Community
Projects in Belfast, and run Summer Play Schemes
in potentially troubled areas.

Individual members of Corrymeela are involved
in the formation of Alliance, a political party whose
aim is to attract both Protestants and Catholics.

1971

On 9th August, 300 people are interned on suspi-
cion of having paramilitary connections. This is fol-
lowed by widespread violence in Belfast and
Londonderry. Intimidation of families segregates
housing into Protestant estates and Catholic
estates.

Corrymeela hosts displaced families at its centre
and the nearby town of Ballycastle. The work with
families living under stress continues as a central
priority for Corrymeela.
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(September)

The Cross of Nails is presented to Corrymeela,
introducing Corrymeela to an international network
of Christian Centres of reconciliation.

1973

The first full-time director of the Corrymeela
Centre is appointed.

A long-term volunteer programme called “Serve
and Learn” commences.

Volunteers give a year’s voluntary work in return
for learning new skills. This supports the develop-
ment of more extensive programmes.

A playground at Corrymeela is opened in memory
of a community worker who was killed for his work
for reconciliation.

1973—74

The Corrymeela Singers and Players are formed
as a means of promoting the message of reconcilia-
tion through music and drama.

1974

The Rev. Ray Davey becomes full-time leader of
Corrymeela. A house is purchased in Belfast as an
administrative base and resource.

1976

“Coventry House” is built at the Ballycastle
Centre to accommodate the international volunteer
team. The house is a gift of the Community of the
Cross of Nails.

The Youth Village is built to accommodate the
expanding youth work. First full-time workers are
appointed for Community/Family Programmes and
Youth Programmes.

BUOK = BHIEHEDNY —% v 9 2D [R]
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Community member Maura Kiely, whose son was
murdered by paramilitaries, forms the “Cross
Group” as a support for those who have lost mem-
bers of their family through violence.

1977

Political conference at Corrymeela on the theme

“A Critical Look at Direct Rule.”
1978

The Cottages are opened as an additional
resource for residential work. By this time the
Ballycastle Centre has three residential units, The
House with 50 beds, The Village with 32, and the
Cottages with 32. This means that three separate
programmes can take place concurrently.

1979

“The Croi” (Irish for “the heart”) is opened as a
building for worship and social meetings.

A full-time programme worker in Christian
Education is appointed.

1980

The Rev. Ray Davey retires and the Rev. John

Morrow is appointed leader of the Community.
1981
(March)

A major political conference, “Models of Political
Cooperation,” is organised at Queen’s University
Belfast, in partnership with the Glencree
Community of Reconciliation based in Dublin.

(June)

The first “Summerfest,” an all-age Christian edu-
cation festival examining current issues in the light
of faith is held. The theme is “Your Kingdom Come”
and Mother Teresa of Calcutta is the keynote
speaker. Summerfest is a regular part of
Corrymeela’s programme. It is held every two to
three years, and normally attracts 1,000 partici-
pants.

1983

Corrymeela members take a leading role in the
newly formed “Inter-Church Group on Faith and
Politics.” It continues to publish documents emerg-
ing from the inter-church group’s discussions on
current issues.

A Roman Catholic priest is appointed as a mem-
ber of the staff.

First Conference for Catholic and Protestant cler-
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gy is held.
1984
Full-time schools worker is appointed.
1985

Understanding Conflict Project commences. This
is a joint venture between Corrymeela and the
University of Ulster, bringing Corrymeela’s practi-
cal experience of working for reconciliation within
an academic framework, providing training for pub-
lic and other bodies such as the police, trade unions,
local government, etc.

1986

Sanctuary Unit Cedar Haven built for those
under threat to meet the increasing demand for this
provision.

Corrymeela receives Templeton Project Award for
its Youth Work.

1988

Corrymeela receives Peace Pole from Society for

World Peace.
1989

Norman Richardson and Carmel Heaney,
Corrymeela Members, win Kohl International Peace
Prize for their peace education work.

1992

The Mediation Network for Northern Ireland is
formed with Corrymeela members in senior posi-
tions. A close association with the Corrymeela
Community continues.

The Village is refurbished.

1993

The Rev. Trevor Williams, is elected leader of the

Community.
1995

Corrymeela “Treetops,” a children’s bereavement

group, commences.
1996

The Cottages are upgraded.

The Community decide to undertake a £ 1.3-mil-
lion plan to rebuild the house as a simple structure
to replace the worn-out wooden building which was
bought by the Community in 1965 and which gave
Corrymeela its name.

1997
Corrymeela receives the Niwano Peace Prize.
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The Rev. Ray Davey has written the following
books:

Take Away This Hate (1985)

Forty Years On: Germany Revisited (1986)

An Unfinished Journey (1986)

The Pollen of Peace (1991)

Channel of Peace (1993)

Other titles published by Corrymeela Press:
Integrated Education and New Beginnings in
Northern Ireland (Frank Wright, 1991—1993)
Out of Darkness (Tom Patterson, Poetry, 1993)
Violence in the Family (Roel Kaptein, 1994)
Death, Peace and Justice (Brendan McAllister,
1994)

Time Passes (Poetry, 1995)
Ways Out of Conflict (Duncan Morrow and Derick
Wilson, 1996)

List of titles of the Inter-Church Group on

Faith and Politics
Breaking Down the Enmity
Understanding the Signs of the Times
Towards an Island that Works
Towards Peace and Stability
Remembering Our Past
Burying Our Dead: Political Funerals in Northern
Ireland
The Things that Make for Peace
Liberty to the Captives?

Forgive us our Trespasses**?

- Towards Peace and Stability CFHIE g2 >
<)

- Remembering Our Past (&4 @7 D7)

+ Burying Our Dead : Political Funerals in Northern
Ireland (F& 4 DIEHOHZE LT 4 VT ¥ FOBIRY
ZR4®)

- The Things that Make for Peace CFfIZ1ESH D)

- Liberty to the Captives? (AbNA~OEHH ?)

- Forgive us our Trespasses:? (F&x OAPRE%
wigtd-?)
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Facts about Corrymeela

Membership 180
Full-time Staff 23
Volunteers
10 one-year volunteers
2 two-year volunteers
400 occasional volunteers
Number of programmes each year 200+
Number of programme participants each year
6,000+

Corrymeela’s Aims and Objectives

+ To be a sign and symbol that Protestants and
Catholics can share together in a common witness
and ministry of reconciliation

- To provide opportunities for meeting, dialogue,
and learning in communities to dispel ignorance,
prejudice, and fear and to promote mutual
respect, trust, and cooperation

* To support victims of violence and injustice; to
enable the healing of personal and social wounds,
and to promote new initiatives for social and
political change

- To address contemporary issues of faith and
ethics and develop new expressions of Christian
community, life, and worship

Corrymeela’s Projects and Activities

- Residential twinned (Catholic/Protestant) School,
Youth, Adult, and Church projects with follow-up
support work

+ Open residential events for people from all tradi-
tions on social, cultural, political, and religious
themes

- Support for new projects in peace and reconcilia-
tion work

- Training and learning projects in the fields of
conflict, mediation, Christian education, etc.

+ Sanctuary and support for victims and those
under stress.
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The Corrymeela Community

The Recipient of the Fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize
by the Rev. Trevor Williams, Ms. Carmel Heaney,
Mrs. Joyce Williams

(Rev. Trevor Williams)

I bring you the greetings of the Corrymeela
Community. We are deeply moved that you have
stretched out the hand of friendship and support to us
who live on the other side of the world. We may be
divided by distance, culture, and have differences in
religious tradition, but we have discovered we share a
common commitment to peace, and already
Corrymeela has benefited greatly by what we have
learnt.

Corrymeela seeks to be an inclusive community in a
land with a history heavy with the clashes of compet-
ing communities. These exclusive communities have
thrown up extremist paramilitary groupings which
have pursued their aspirations through terrorism.
The number of those actively involved in terrorism
may be small, but their deeds have caused immeasur-
able suffering with over 3,000 deaths in a small popu-
lation of just one and a half million.

These two communities have larger, more moderate
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sectors described as Nationalists and Unionists.
Nationalists pursue their political aspiration for a
united Ireland through constitutional politics.
Unionists seek to defend the link with Britain through
the democratic process. Almost all Nationalists are
Irish and Catholic. Almost all Unionists call them-
selves British and are Protestant. Each community is
the mirror image, the opposite of the other. We live in
a contested society, and the identity, culture and reli-
gion of each side is part of the battle.

In seeking a new way, a way of peace, Corrymeela
has a vision of an inclusive community. We seek in
every way possible to work together as Catholics and
Protestants and cross the other divisions of society. At
the gate of our Residential Centre in Ballycastle is a
sign which says:

“Corrymeela is people of all ages and Christian
traditions who, individually and together, are
committed to the healing of social, religious, and
political divisions that exist in Northern Ireland
and throughout the world.”

Peace is indivisible. We actively seek ways of
expressing this inclusive community, so we have been
very grateful that the Niwano Peace Foundation
agreed that Joyce, who is my wife, and I, who are both
Protestants, could be joined by Carmel Heaney, a
Catholic, to represent Corrymeela on this occasion.
This is very important to us and we thank you for
accepting that. So this occasion will be shared
between us.

I also wish to include some words of the Rev. Ray
Davey, the founder of Corrymeela who could not be
with us on this occasion. He has sent this message.

Dear Japanese Friends of the Niwano Peace
Foundation,

The news that you had decided to present us with
a Peace Prize is most inspiring and encouraging. It
makes us realise that though we live so far away
from each other, yet we are very close in outlook
and hope. Indeed your generosity makes us under-
stand that we do live in the one world, that we live
in the one global village.

In the words of John Donne, the 17th-century
poet:

“No man is an island, entire of itself: every man is
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a piece of the Continent, a part of the main - Any
man’s death diminishes me because I am involved in
Mankind.”

Hate and fear lie very heavily on our small coun-
try and there has been untold suffering and death.
Our great task in this country is to seek to replace
the culture of violence with the culture of peace and
that runs through all Corrymeela’s work.

Our task is very clearly expressed by Nelson
Mandela of South Africa: “No one is born hating
another person. People must learn to hate, and if
they can learn to hate they can also learn to love.”
Or as one of our Irish historians has put it, “We
have to believe in the force of argument, not the
argument of force.”

For all of us in Ireland the task of peacemaking
was personified very recently by the life and exam-
ple of an Irish shopkeeper. His name was Gordon
Wilson and he lived in a town called Enniskillen.
On the 8th November 1986 he and his daughter
Marie, a 21-year-old nurse, decided to attend a
Remembrance Day Service at the town’s war memo-
rial. During the service, a bomb planted by the IRA
went off. The Wilsons were partly buried in the rub-
ble. Marie was mortally injured and Gordon was
seriously hurt. Eleven others were killed and many
injured. Gordon Wilson’s response to this terrible
event was remarkable. He decided to devote the rest
of his life and all his energy to the task of peace-
making. He accepted an invitation to take a seat in
the Senate of the Irish Government and spoke there
frequently. He met representatives of the IRA and
pleaded with them to stop the killing. He spoke at
meetings and rallies all over the British Isles. Then
in spite of a further devastating blow, when his only
son was killed in a motor accident, he continued his
relentless schedule of meetings and interviews. In
truth he did really work himself to death by his
ceaseless efforts to further the cause of peace. By
his commitment, his courage, and his faith he
became a role model for all peacemakers. One day
he asked Alf McCreary, the editor of his biography,
“How can I go on saying such things about the
lessons of Enniskillen again and again and again?”
He was told in reply, “You have no choice, the
events of Enniskillen have placed you on high moral
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experience of telling your story and of being heard.
They were building community through sharing their
stories.

When Ray was released at the end of the war he
was appointed as the first Presbyterian Chaplain to
Queen’s University in Belfast. There the lessons he
had learnt about creating community were to become
a central part of his Chaplaincy work. This in turn led
to the formation of the Corrymeela, a community of
Reconciliation. The community acquired a property as
the focus for its work. It was a modest wooden struc-
ture which had been built as a holiday centre. People
found community again, as they worked as volunteers,
renovating the dilapidated building. The setting of the
Corrymeela Centre is spectacular. The site is on a cliff
top on the North Coast of Ireland. Looking beyond the
rocks at the seashore, across a short stretch of water
to the Rathlin island, you then see in the distance the
hills of Scotland. The Corrymeela Centre exists as a
place of meeting, where relationships can be formed
across divides of our society, where trust can replace
fear, and new understanding lead to the possibility of
change.

(Ms. Carmel Heaney)

The Corrymeela Community is 180 ordinary men,
women, and children of whom, occasionally, extraordi-
nary demands are made.

Corrymeela is groups of parents, teachers, doctors,
lawyers, unemployed, single-parents, differently
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abled, nurses, housewives, bus drivers, plumbers,
builders, accountants, architects, and artists. People
like you and me who in addition to their ordinary life,
choose a mantle of membership and who together
weave a pattern of hospitality in a place of hostility.

Corrymeela is a space in a land plagued by hatred
and fear.

Corrymeela is a space amidst historical claim and
counter-claim.

Corrymeela is a sanctuary for women living with
street and domestic violence.

Corrymeela offers families from Catholic and
Protestant traditions the chance to meet and pray
together.

Corrymeela brings together young people who live
amidst paramilitary and military violence.

Corrymeela is a place where those who have had
family members shot dead can find support.

Corrymeela is also a place where volunteers and
staff work hard, make beds, clean toilets, wash dishes,
cook meals.

Corrymeela is a place where young and old, those
with an income and those without, work together.

Corrymeela is a place of difference, different opin-
ions, weary people and too many demands.

Corrymeela has two centres, one in Belfast which
offers much needed “neutral” space for groups to meet
in the city environment, and the other, 60 miles away
in the beautiful roast of North Antrim in Ballycastle.
Openness does not only apply to buildings, it also
applies to human attitudes.

People come to the residential centre as part of a
summer or winter programme. Some 6,000 people a
year come and live at the centre for either a four-day,
midweek period from Tuesday to Friday, or at week-
ends. People stay in one of three spaces, the house,
village or the cottages.

In any given week, 12 different groups, six of which
are Catholic, six of which are Protestant, have been
transported, fed, and introduced to issues that the
society as a whole conspires to keep silent and hidden.

Among the thousands who come each year, several
faces remain, the stories touch the heart and change
forever those who meet them. There is an old Irish
saying that “strangers” are friends that we haven’t yet
met.
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One such man was Bernard. He was wheelchair-
bound, his only movement being in his index finger.
He needed constant, 24-hour, round-the-clock nursing
by a team of volunteers. He had to be washed,
dressed, and toiletted by others. With his index finger
he could communicate through a blackboard with the
letters of the alphabet painted in a circle. Finger fly-
ing, he would “talk.” This broken man gave hope and
new possibilities. He moved counties, left his friends
and parents, and began life in a new place. He studied
and completed a four-year degree course. He got
involved in his local community and set up a Housing
Association. He was a person who overcame physical
limitations and lived life. In Northern Ireland it is
very often the emotions and mental limitations that
need to be challenged, fears often remain unvisited
and can stifle the generosity of mind and spirit neces-
sary for new beginnings.

Maura, a member of Corrymeela, embodies the gen-
erosity of heart and hearth. Maura’s son Gerard was a
first-year medical student, 19 years old, who was
preparing for his end-of-year examinations. He stud-
ied all of Sunday morning and attended evening Mass.
He was shot dead upon leaving the church service. His
mother, unable to take in what happened, began to
visit other mothers who had similar bereavements —
Catholic and Protestant houses were visited by
Maura. Those families met together for prayer and
support, and came to Corrymeela. She continues that
work today. Maura said that bitterness and revenge
would only have been a “double cross to bear.” It was
from Maura that forgiveness became a reality.

Stories such as these are shared each week at
Corrymeela in a series of programmes designed to
address what the poet John Hewitt called “the break
and bond between us.” These intentional programmes
bring together people from all ages and backgrounds
and religious traditions.

In the meetings, opportunities are given for people
to speak about themselves and their lives, to speak
about faith and the future. Such stories are voiced and
people change their views of the “other.” Such stories
break down the historical myths.

In stable societies history belongs in a book.
Everyone can agree about the facts. In contested soci-
eties, one group’s fact is another’s fiction. With inten-
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tional programmes Corrymeela names the unspoken
difficulties and divisions that exist. People can then
address issues of justice, security, employment, hous-
ing, authority, and sovereignty that arise in discus-
sions. Such issues will only really be heard if people
trust each other and new truths emerge, and the old
lies, of fear and ignorance disappear. At Corrymeela
discrete programmes address the key issues of a divid-
ed society by allowing people to talk and question with
each other.

Questions are asked which have never been articu-
lated before in “mixed” company of Catholics and
Protestants.

Why do Catholics believe in Saints ?

How do Catholics react when a policeman is shot
dead ?

What do Protestants fear in the Catholic faith and
practice ?

Do Protestants have a British or Irish passport?

Those questions relate to the heart of identity and
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belonging in Northern Irish society.

A society made up of memory-carrying people who
too often remember the hurts, and rarely experience
the healing. The big task ahead is to create a common
memory for the common good of all the citizens, and to
become a community where in the words of the
ancient Irish blessing “It is in the shelter of each
other, that people live.”

(Rev. Trevor Williams)

As members of Corrymeela we make a commitment
each year, confessing our own responsibility for the
destructive conflicts in our sociey, to seek to overcome
our own divisions and make ourselves instruments of
peace.

The forms of peacemaking are as varied as our
members. Joyce has been involved in a recent initia-
tive with young children who have lost someone close
to them, very suddenly.

(Mrs. Joyce Williams)

Love, Death, and Grief are big words to cope
with when you’re still a child.

A family death brings grief to everyone involved.
Often, the bulk of attention goes to the adults, leaving
children largely overlooked. When the death is sud-
den, or violent, children are especially vulnerable and
their distress can go unrecognised. Many children
experience love, death, and grief and need to find ways
to express their feelings and receive support.

Four years ago two members of the Corrymeela
Community became aware of the needs of these chil-
dren. We knew of children who had experienced the
sudden death of a close family member. We knew of
particular children who had witnessed the violent
death of their parents. We knew of children who had
behaviour problems in school because of a death in the
family. We wanted to do something.

We started a small group called Treetops. It is a
children’s bereavement group for those between 8 and
12 years old. A group of six or eight children come to
Corrymeela House in Belfast on a Thursday evening
for two hours. They have experienced the sudden
death of a parent or sibling through violence or sui-
cide, sudden illness, or road accident. We have fun
and games together and bond into a close group. We
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also learn about grief. The children find it is a safe
place and begin to talk and show photographs of the
loved one who has died. They tell their story of how it
happened and how life has changed for them.

Through drawing and art and simple drama they
explore the feelings that are often pushed down and
painful. They find ways to express their sadness and
anger, their fear, loneliness, guilt, and confusion.
Together they discover that they are not the only ones
to whom this has happened. Using drama, they act
out some of the difficult situations they find them-
selves in. At the end of each evening we sing a song,
light a candle, read a story, and say a short prayer
together. The group meets for six weeks. Together
they find strength to go on to the next step of their
journey.

Meanwhile the accompanying adults meet in a sep-
arate room. They are encouraged to share their story
of grief and how life has changed for the whole family.
They express their worries and fears for their children
and learn of new ways to be alongside them.

From this meeting and sharing ideas of two
Corrymeela members a small seed was sown. It is
beginning to grow. Treetops is still small but now also
works with very young children on a one-to-one basis.
Last year we took families on a residential weekend to
the Corrymeela Centre at Ballycastle. Next year a
summer family week is planned. The first edition of a
newsletter written by bereaved children for bereaved
children has been published.

A Bereavement Education Network meets four
times a year to bring together professionals and vol-
unteers who are working with children and young
people and to share information and ideas. Practical
workshops on the use of drama and art, sand and clay
have been oversubscribed. Support and training for
teachers, social workers, and church leaders is now
also part of this work.

For me it has been an enriching experience to be
part of something small but which I know is growing
and which is a growing experience for each person
who comes.

(Rev. Trevor Williams)
For thirty-two years now Corrymeela has been
exploring another way of living in Northern Ireland,
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the way of inclusive community. We have sought to
provide space for ourselves and all who will join with
us, to share our stories, to listen, to understand, to
trust and to change.

It is not the big political programme, though we
debate and confront difficult political questions. It is
not the solution, for the invitation to a new relation-
ship can never be forced on someone else. It is more
like a small candle, glowing in the dark.

Janet Shepperson, a Corrymeela member and poet,
put it like this at the opening of our Centre. It still
represents Corrymeela well.

I offer you this hope.

It is so small

the wind could blow it out.

Its feeble flickering

turns up in unexpected places

and seems to annoy those

with a big investment in dazzling light,
or in measuring the strength of darkness.
If this hope lives

it will be like swallow’s wings,

erratic, unpredictable,

always on the move.

If this hope dies,

it will be buried shallow

like grass seed.

Thank you for cherishing the light of one small can-
dle.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
TO CORRYMEELA

The Niwano Peace Foundation believes in Peace,
Freedom and Justice among all Peoples and religions.
The Foundation awards not only the annual Peace
Prize but gives grants to promote research and other
activities based on a religious spirit and that serve the
cause of peace.

I am delighted that the Foundation has chosen as
the 14th Annual Peace Prize recipient, the community
of Corrymeela. Corrymeela has worked for peace and
reconciliation between two aspects of Christianity for
many years. The community truly carries out its reli-
gious beliefs.

Corrymeela has helped children and youths find an
alternative to violence through summer programs and
twinned schools. It has comforted and succored those
bereaved by violence without inquiry as to religious
beliefs. It has offered a place where opposing groups
can meet in safety and without fear and tension. It
has helped the grass-roots people who do not want
violence to understand why they are right and helped
them to take action for peace. It has especially
enabled women to work together for their children
and community. It serves as a model of what people
can do for peace and justice.

Thank you for all that your community has done
and will continue to do. The Niwano Peace Prize is not
only a laurel wreath of commendation. It empowers
you to carry on. Congratulations! Warm best wishes to
you in your work. May we all be closer to world peace
as you and all who believe in peace work together.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in
December 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary
of Rissho Kosei-kai. Internationally, its honorary pres-
ident Nikkyo Niwano and Rissho Kosei-kai have
actively promoted interreligious cooperation for world
peace through the World Conference on Religion and
Peace and the International Association for Religious
Freedom. Domestically, they have advocated and sup-
ported the Movement for a Brighter National
Community.

To attain peace—this difficult ideal that mankind
has strived for since pre-history—-cooperation among
religious leaders to form a unity which will bring
about slow but steady progress has become increas-
ingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited num-
ber of religious leaders. Rather it must combine all
sectors of society as a whole and gather the wisdom of
all in forming a stable central body. For this purpose,
equally important is the formation of an economic
infrastructure. For such a necessity, in this period of
confusion, the Niwano Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of
world peace and the enhancement of culture, the foun-
dation also financially assists research activities and
projects based on a religious spirit concerning
thought, culture, science, education, and related sub-
jects. Symposiums and international exchange activi-
ties which will widely benefit the public are enthusi-
astically encouraged.
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