Why the Corrymeela Community Was
Selected as the Recipient of the Fourteenth
Niwano Peace Prize
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On May 8, 1997, the Niwano Peace Foundation
(Nichiko Niwano, president; Motoyuki Naganuma,
chairman) will present the 14th annual Niwano Peace
Prize to the Corrymeela Community of Northern
Ireland, founded by Rev. Ray Davey and currently
under the leadership of Rev. Trevor Williams. The
decision was reached after rigorous deliberation by a
screening committee of seven specialists representing
the world’s religions, including Buddhism, Christianity,
and Islam, who chose among nominations made by
about 1,000 people of recognized stature in 125 differ-
ent countries.

Founded in 1965, the Corrymeela Community has
both Protestant and Catholic members. One of its two
centres is in Belfast, long the focal point of the conflict
in Northern Ireland.

Corrymeela means “hill of harmony” in Irish. The
Community’s primary goal is to do away with fear,
prejudice, and ignorance and to build relationships of
trust and mutual respect. Over the past thirty years
the Corrymeela Community has developed numerous
grassroots programmes for reconciliation in the midst
of strife. Its endeavors have won accolades from
around the world praising it for its pioneering activi-
ties in the search for peace.

Northern Ireland is a divided society with a majori-
ty Protestant community which demands to remain
part of the United Kingdom and a minority Catholic
community, many of whom wish to be part of a united
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Ireland. The consequences of the partition of the
island in 1920, which left Northern Ireland as part of
the United Kingdom and Southern Ireland to become
an independent Republic in 1949, was to leave a
Catholic minority in Northern Ireland in a disempow-
ered position.

In the 1960s Catholics began to protest for their
civil rights. This led to conflict with the majority
Protestant community, resulting in widespread vio-
lence in 1969, with British troops coming onto the
streets. The creation of the Provisional IRA, a violent
republican paramilitary grouping from within the
Catholic community, took place in 1970. This was
responded to by violence from loyalist paramilitary
groupings from within the Protestant community.
Since 1969 the violence has resulted in over three
thousand deaths.

In 1994 the IRA called a cease-fire. This was fol-
lowed by attempts at political dialogue. However, the
Provisional IRA resumed its campaign of violence in
1996.

The years of fighting have created deep social, reli-
gious, and political fissures among the people. Today
the population of Northern Ireland is 65 percent
Protestant and 35 percent Catholic. Fear and distrust
continue to disrupt positive interaction in employ-
ment, education, and marriage.
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The Corrymeela Community has striven to heal
these wounds. Among its undertakings, it has provid-
ed a place for Protestant and Catholic leaders to talk
with each other and has offered care and respite for
families that have lost loved ones in the conflict.
Corrymeela members engage in many voluntary activ-
ities and the Community is also deeply involved in
educational work providing opportunities for youths to
communicate transcending differences of faith, and is
a major resource for teaching materials to promote
mutual understanding.

The Community’s other centre in Ballycastle is a
refuge for victims of violence. It is also the site of
meetings, conferences, and symposia on reconciliation
participated in by more than 6,000 people every year.

Northern Ireland’s problems also have complex eco-
nomic and social roots. Corrymeela’s grassroots activi-
ties, directed at the very core of daily life, fulfill a cru-
cial role in helping to resolve these issues.

In existence for 31 years, the Corrymeela Com-
munity over the decades has become a model of inspi-
ration and hope throughout Europe as well. In award-
ing it the 14th Niwano Peace Prize, the Niwano Peace
Foundation wishes to express its high esteem for the
Community’s contribution to peace and justice in the
name of religious cooperation and human dignity. We
commend the Corrymeela Community for its many
achievements and pray that many more will follow.

15



