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Greetings

Motoyuki Naganuma

Chairman, The Niwano Peace Foundation

The Niwano Peace Foundation has selected the Com-
munity of Sant’Egidio in Rome as the recipient of the
sixteenth Niwano Peace Prize.

The Community is a Roman Catholic lay association
based on the spirit of prayer for peace, and for more
than thirty years has devoted itself to supporting vol-
unteer social welfare activities in Rome and other
parts of Italy.

In concrete terms, the Community has built centers
for the poor and disabled, provides donations of food
for the needy, promotes continuing care for the eld-
erly, and seeks employment opportunities for the
homeless. Since 1987 the Community has sponsored
an annual Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace
in various parts of Europe to encourage religious dia-
logue and cooperation among different faiths. At the
same time, the Community plays a leading role in me-
diating conflicts, such as that in Mozambique.

It is a great pleasure for us to hold this presentation
ceremony to recognize the achievements of the Com-
munity of Sant’Egidio in the presence of so many
distinguished guests from different fields.

The growing recognition for and appreciation of the
Niwano Peace Prize with each succeeding year are
extremely gratifying to everyone associated with
the foundation. This holds great promise for the fu-
ture promotion of the principles and practice of inter-
religious cooperation toward world peace for which
the Foundation was established. We would like to
express our deep appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of our activities. Nothing
would give us greater satisfaction than if through the
presentation of this year’s prize to the Community
we could make a modest contribution to bringing
about world peace and increased human prosperity,
and we ask your continued assistance and support in
this endeavor.



