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I first met Archbishop Camara in Kyoto in 1970,
during the first assembly of·the World Conference on
Religion and Peace. Commenting on the fact that lead
ing religious figures of the world had overcome the
barriers that separated them, he called it "truly a modern
miracle" that these men and women of religion were
sitting at the same table to talk, This is no longer unu
sual today, but at the time, it seemed a very difficult
feat to realize,

Archbishop Camara has stressed the need for struc
tural reforms of religion in today's world and he has
devoted himself untiringly to dialogue and cooperation
between Protestants and Catholics, The pains he has
taken to achieve dialogue lie, I believe, behind the frank
ness of the words he chose, "truly a modern miracle,"

The World Conference on Religion and Peace,
which some thought would have no outcome more
substantial than a fireworks display, will hold its fourth
assembly in Nairobi next year. Words cannot say how
glad I am at its continuance, And I have another occa
sion for rejoicing, since it is Archbishop Camara who
will receive our foundation's first peace prize, Truly, I
feel that we could not have picked a more deserving
man,
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On the Selection of the Recipient of the
First Niwano Peace Prize

Chairman
The Niwano Peace Foundation
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We are extremely happy that the auspicious day has
finally arrived for the first presentation of the Niwano
Peace Prize.

We received suggestions from many people regarding
our plans to award a peace prize as part of the work of

the Niwano Peace Foundation. A five-member panel
composed of learned men from Japan and representa
tives of the world's religions was formed to judge eligi

bility. The candidates were screened beginning last
spring in accordance with the recommendations of some
600 advisors in 82 countries. This narrowed the list to
48 names. After serious deliberations the panel reached

a unanimous decision to award the first Niwano Peace
Prize to Dom Helder Pessoa Camara, Archbishop of

Olinda and Recife (Brazil), for his devoted efforts over

many years for cooperation between the faiths, justice
founded on religious belief, and peace.

The members of the panel worked long and hard to
reach their decision. The difficulty they had making a
final selection is proof that there are many men and
women of great character who are working on behalf
of peace for all mankind. This is both a great encour
agement, and a new reminder of the weighty responsi

bility we bear.

We hope that we will continue to have your guid
ance and support.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritual decadence,

People of good will everywhere yearn for the over
coming of these problems so that all people may be free
and may live lives of both spiritual and material affiu
ence- in short, the realization of a truly peaceful socie
ty, This calls for the orderly growth of a society that
aspires to the creation of a new world community,

But no one can accomplish this great task alone,
People of all races; religions, and strata of society must
join together, overcoming the differences that separate
them, Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit
of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid, To
discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion's belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a
peaceful society,

We at the 'Niwano Peace Foundation hope above
all that the ideals and activities of interreligious cooper
ation for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause, Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious un
derstanding and cooperation, contributing to the cause
of world peace through their solidarity,

The Foundation has established the Niwano Peace
Prize to honor and encourage those who are devoting
themselves to interreligious cooperation in the cause of
peace, and to make their achievements known to as many
people as possible the world over. It is our deepest wish
that this will further promote interreligious cooperation
for peace and lead to the emergence of ever more people
devoting themselves to this cause,
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Qualifications for the Prize
The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded annually to an

individual or group, domestic or international, that has

promoted interreligious cooperation and world peace.

Presentation Ceremony
The Niwano Peace Prize will be awarded every year

in April at a ceremony in Tokyo. The recipient will be
presented with the main prize of a certificate and the
subsidiary prize of ¥20 million and a medal. Following
the presentation ceremony the recipient will deliver a
commemorative address.

Nomination and Selection
People of religion and intellectual figures both with

in Japan and overseas were asked to nominate candi
dates for the first Niwano Peace Prize. Their nomina
tions were sent to the Foundation for selection.

For the first Niwano Peace Prize, 600 people in 82
countries were asked to submit nominations. All the
nominations were screened by a committee comprising
representatives from Buddhism, Christianity Islam, and
academia, in addition to a representative of the Foun
dation.
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Why Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara Was
Selected as the First Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the
Niwano Peace Prize screening committee's recommen
dation, has decided to award the first Niwano Peace
Prize to Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara of Brazil.

Archbishop Camara of the diocese of Olinda-Recife

has served in Brazil for some fifty years. Taking the

teachings of the Bible as his touchstone and practicing
the principles of nonviolence and pacifism, he is a pro

tector of the poor and weak. His deep distress at the
inhumane gap dividing rich and poor has led him to
maintain a fearless advocacy of economic and social
reform. While urging self-restraint on the part of the

rich and powerful, he has devoted himself to helping

the poor and weak become self-reliant, improving their

welfare, and protecting their human rights.
His efforts include organizing the acao esperanza

(Operation Hope) movement, establishing the Bank of
Providence, and organizing the Movement for Action,
Justice, and Peace (Council for Justice and Peace).

These activities, carried out amid Brazil's difficult polit
ical and social conditions, have steadily helped further
human dignity and betterment and liberation from op

pression and poverty.

Archbishop Camara has also worked tirelessly to
promote interreligious cooperation. He was instrumen
tal in the formation of the National Conference of Bra
zilian Catholic Bishops and the Latin American Bishops
Conference and brought together the Catholic Church
and Protestant Churches in the Brazil National Council

or' Christian Churches.
Archbishop Camara's activities in behalf of human

rights and religious cooperation, in which he has perse
vered undaunted by the forces of power and unswayed
by persecution and slander, are rooted in his firm faith
in the glory of God, the dignity of conscience, and the
fundamental unity of humankind, as well as his belief
in the eventual realization of justice and peace on earth.
His deep faith, his humble life of poverty and prayer,

1 1
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and his courageous action make him a model for all
people of religion.

The Niwano Peace Foundation presents the first
Niwano Peace Prize to Archbishop Camara in honor
of his long years of devotion to the cause of justice and
peace in the spirit of religion and religious cooperation,
in recognition of his great contributions to this cause,
and in the heartfelt hope that many others will emulate
him in striving for peace.
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Bank of Pro~idence

The purpose of the Bank of Providence, established in
1959, is to help poor people become more self-reliant and
enhance their lives by providing economic assistance, For its
operating funds the bank depends upon individual dona
tions and the proceeds of charity sales of goods donated
from around the world, The bank's major activities include:

I, Reeducation of people who through circumstances are

unable to earn a living, to enable them to reenter the
mainstream of society

2, Vocational training and job placement
3, Interest-free small loans and housing loans
4, Other forms of economic assistance

Actio E~peranza Movement (Operation Hope)
The objective of this movement, organized in 1968, is

"humanization": helping people gain greater awareness of
their humanity and live more human lives, The aims of the
movement are to bring about a way of life full of hope by
addressing the various problems within the societies of the
developing countries while making people aware of human
dignity and of their right and responsibility to live, Partic
ipating in the movement are local government representa
tives, residents, councils, specialists in various fields, and
other concerned individuals, The secretariat includes sociol
ogists, economists, and social welfare specialists. Principal
activities include:

I. Provision of suitable housing for poor people forced to
live in grossly substandard environments
2. Support for youth education and instruction
3, Protection of the elderly
4. Refugee relief
5, Propagation of the philosophy of nonviolence and
pacifism

Movement for Action, Justice, and Peace (CoLincil
for J List ice a nd Peace)

Archbishop Camara has learned much, in regard to non
violent movements, from Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King, Jr. The first lesson he learned was the necessity
of conquering oneself Conquering oneself makes one free,
and one can then make others free. Nonviolent action in a
just cause is stronger than violence and hatred,

In 1968, the centennial of Gandhi's birth, Archbishop
Camara organized the Movement for Action, Justice, and

15
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Peace (Council for Justice and Peace). This movement has
translated into action on the regional level the Papal Com
mission on Justice and Peace established at the urging of the
late Pope John XXIII. With the support of the National
Conference of Brazilian Catholic Bishops and the Latin
American Bishops Conference, the movement has grown in
many ways.

The aims of the movement are to help both people living
in subhuman conditions due to poverty and people who
have lost sight of their own humanity due to egoism to be
come more aware of their humanity so that a humane way
or life that guarantees rreedom and equality for all may be
realized. The following basic principles underlie the move
ment's activities:

I. To work for gradual and effective reform of social and
economic structures as well as political and cultural insti
tutions in Latin America
2. To integrate Latin America on the basis of each coun
try's people's self-awareness and integration, with no in
ternal or external imperialistic interference
3. To make the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
the movement's basic spirit
4. To regard the movement as one of nonviolent revolu
tion, eschewing all violence and using only legal means
5. To study development methods that can be adapted to
Latin American countries
6. To eradicate such blatant injustices as employment
under slavelike conditions, mass dismissal of workers,
employment on wages below the minimum subsistence
wage, and violation of the human rights of the disadvan
taged
7. To denounce the arms race, which divides nation from
nation, squanders natural resources, and hinders just inte
gration
8. To denounce violence perpetrated against legal demon
strations that do not disrupt public order on the arbitrary
that they are illegal
9. To denounce domestic and international monopolies
and imperialism
10. To warn against all forms of development that lead to
human alienation
II. To sponsor gatherings to develop people's self-aware
ness and sense of conscience
12. To utilize effectively various means of communication,
including music, drama, and cartoons
13. To support legal strikes
14. To carry out demonstrations and mass marches
15. To make peaceful demands, even at the risk of impris
onment, to defend like-minded people who have been
illegally arrested
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Brief Personal Historv of Archbishop Camara
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Ordained Archbishop
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International Activities
Archbishop Camara has served in the United Na

tions International Council on Human Rights, Interna
tional Council on Justice and Development (Geneva),
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute,
and many other international organizations.

Honorary Doctorates
Archbishop Camara has received 16 honorary doc

torates in law, sociology, economics, and other fields
from universities in Belgium, Brazil, France, Holland,
Italy, Switzerland, the United States, and West Ger

many.

Books and Articles
Revolution Within Peace 1968 Brazil
Defaming the Third World 1968 Italy

The Spiral of Violence 1970 France
To Arrive in Time 1970 France
The Desert is Fertile 1971 France
Prayer for the Rich 1972 Switzerland
An Overview of the City 1977 Brazil
Conversion of a Bishop 1978 France
A Thousand Reasons to Live 1978 Brazil
A Symphony of Two Worlds 1980 (Coauthor with

Cardinal Leo Suenens of Belgium)

The Way of Our Holy Mother Mary 1981 Brazil

Archbishop Camara's books and articles have been
translated into a number of languages except for his
most recent work, which is presently available only in

Portuguese.
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Messages from Archbishop Camara

Today, we know that nuclear weapons- both on the
side of the USA and on the side of the Soviet Union
already have many times the destructive power necessary
to eliminate life on earth, Nevertheless, both sides are
continuing to manufacture weapons with an ever-grow
ing power.

When one has the audacity to confront the arms race
and spy satellites, one is accused of helping the other
side. Religions have moral authority to present messages
above economic and partisan interests: messages based
and founded on eternal truths, on sacred texts, and
expressing a deep human value. It is easy to imagine
the force of interreligious cooperation for justice and
peace!

When human appeals echo the appeals from the
Creator himself, who is transmitting them, one is moved
by a mystique, able to face anything without fear. I
salute with joy our Buddhist brothers for their initiative
in uniting religious forces for justice. This is indispen
sable to a truly lasting peace.

- on the occasion of the first Niwano Peace Prize.
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We know full well that man has reached a decisive
stage, He is now capable both of destroying life on earth,

or making it possible for each human being to reach a
standard of living worthy of the sons of God.

A real meeting requires each one to come out of his
sh'ell and overcome his selfishness, A real meeting re

quires that each one, while remaining loyal to his own
conscience and to his own convictions, should aim at
discovering whatever may unite us, without measuring
sacrifices, and at whatever may make it possible, tomor
row, to work together for the greater glory of God and
the well-being of mankind,

- from the First Assembly of the World Conference
on Religion and Peace,

Peace must begin deep within each one of us"",How
difficult it is to be truly unarmed in our inmost selves!
And how easy it is to fill our selves with precaution,
with hate and in a half unconscious way, how easy to
fill ourselves with a desire to see our adversary or who

ever upsets or irritates us disappear!
- Youth of the world, make it your speciality to open

the eyes and alert the consciousness of people with
good will who in all countries are a much larger
number than we can imagine,,,,,

- Religions of the world respect one another mutual
ly and join forces against violence, against hate,
against the Arms Race, against War.

-from the Second U,N, Special Session
on Disarmament

Without agrarian reform, the almost inhuman misery
of the rural workers will persist Without banking re
form, little will be done for the development of the
country, and without fiscal reform, the rich will contin
ue to grow richer while the poor will continue to suffer.
Without electoral reform, the elections will appear to
be free but in fact will be subjected to the power of
money, Without administrative reform, bureaucracy will
continue to sap the strength of public life,

- from "The Violence of A Peacemaker."
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'-----HE_LD_ER_C_A_MA_R_A_MA_N_O_F_PE_AC_E )
75VJlI'1Jr-I)'y?q]~~~:z:i:z:i~

President, The National Conference
of Brizilian Catholic Bishops

l"/·1$·o-~.y17'

Dom Ivo Lorscheiter

It gives us great satisfaction to note that the Niwano
Peace Foundation has choser, Dom Helder Camara as
recipient of their award, It reminds us that Dom Helder's
life and message go beyond the confines of his Church
and country to meet some of the deepest aspirations of
humanity today,

Helder Camara Man of Vision
Helder Camara sees father than most men, not in the

sence of being a visionary looking into the clouds, but
in first of all looking hard at the human situation
around him, This is not chiefly a scientific or intellectual
exercise but involves his heart as much as his head. He
looks at the concrete conditions in which his brothers
live because he loves them, Having observed, he has
always sought to remedy the ills he has seen,

His look was sufficiently long and penetrating to
discover that material assistance, which with great en
ergy he had organised on a very large scale, was a
short term answer and directed at symptoms rather than

. at causes of the ills he sought to remedy. His vision
went deeper than the evident hunger, disease and lack
of housing, to identify the underlying and on-going
causes of these.

The serenity of his gaze penetrated the myths and
excuses of privilege and self-interest and he went on to
point out the unjust social, political and economic struc
tures which favour a powerful minority at the expense
of the majority. In spite of angry reactions and even
persecution, he has not averted his gaze from the real
situation however unpalatable to himself and to others.
Attempts to change unjust structures gradually revealed
that they too had deeper roots. Economic exploitation
at local level is seen to have roots at national level and,
even if it would, the country is not free to develop as
it should because of dependence on economically
stronger countries and international systems.
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Man of Courage
It takes courage to speak about economic domina

tion in the rich countries and for an archbishop to take
the poor to task for fatalism masquerading as religion.

Our world of economic hegemonies and media-built
images, readily accepts the figure of a loving helper of
the weak, It is less tolerant of those who show its power
structures and media control as responsible for crushing
some and marginalizing many. It takes courage to be a
holy man off the well worn paths; to go beyond the
accepted levels of charitable giving and give the truth
which hurts as it cauterizes and goes to the roots of
unhealthy conditions. It takes courage to be a popular
figure where audience immaturity is the least of the
hazards to be contended with, as conflicting groups seek
to instrumentalize every word and gesture. Yet, only by
running the risk of spilling over from popular to pop,
can a message of hope be transmitted to the world today.
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Man of Peace
Efficiency at any price and fierce competitiveness are

characteristics of the profit-oriented culture of the con

sumer society which constantly widens the gap between

rich and poor. The means by which this must be changed
cannot be the same means by which human rights and
dignity are violated,

Helder Camara has long been in the forefront of
those who seek radical social change through peaceful
means, Himself a man of great organizing ability, he
devotes his best efforts to stimulating the oppressed to
liberate themselves. A man who has held political office,

he believes in the need for political organizing. Above

all though, he believes in the dignity and worth of every
human being.

He is not afraid to name the violence hidden in struc
tures which the beneficiaries of an iniquitous 'status quo'
try to make believe is peace. Yet he does not advocate
changing those structures by violent means. By patient
presence and realistic pedagogy the downtrodden must
be helped see their situation and its causes and unite to

liberate themselves. Neither apathetic fatalism nor vio
lent revolution, but positive nonviolent action is Helder

Camara's answer to the causes of so much of the world's
misery. It makes him eminently a man of peace in the
tradition of Ghandi and Martin Luther King and in the
spirit of the teaching and example of Jesus Christ.

It is our hope that the long-sighted gesture of this
fine award will help unite men of good will in the strug

gle whose enemy is hunger and whose arms are courage
and brotherhood.
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the "Brighter Society Movement."

To attain peace-this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history-cooperation among religious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi
astically encouraged.
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