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I first met Archbishop Camara in Kyoto in 1970,
during the first assembly of·the World Conference on
Religion and Peace. Commenting on the fact that lead
ing religious figures of the world had overcome the
barriers that separated them, he called it "truly a modern
miracle" that these men and women of religion were
sitting at the same table to talk, This is no longer unu
sual today, but at the time, it seemed a very difficult
feat to realize,

Archbishop Camara has stressed the need for struc
tural reforms of religion in today's world and he has
devoted himself untiringly to dialogue and cooperation
between Protestants and Catholics, The pains he has
taken to achieve dialogue lie, I believe, behind the frank
ness of the words he chose, "truly a modern miracle,"

The World Conference on Religion and Peace,
which some thought would have no outcome more
substantial than a fireworks display, will hold its fourth
assembly in Nairobi next year. Words cannot say how
glad I am at its continuance, And I have another occa
sion for rejoicing, since it is Archbishop Camara who
will receive our foundation's first peace prize, Truly, I
feel that we could not have picked a more deserving
man,
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