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Messages from Archbishop Camara

Today, we know that nuclear weapons- both on the
side of the USA and on the side of the Soviet Union­
already have many times the destructive power necessary
to eliminate life on earth, Nevertheless, both sides are
continuing to manufacture weapons with an ever-grow­
ing power.

When one has the audacity to confront the arms race
and spy satellites, one is accused of helping the other
side. Religions have moral authority to present messages
above economic and partisan interests: messages based
and founded on eternal truths, on sacred texts, and
expressing a deep human value. It is easy to imagine
the force of interreligious cooperation for justice and
peace!

When human appeals echo the appeals from the
Creator himself, who is transmitting them, one is moved
by a mystique, able to face anything without fear. I
salute with joy our Buddhist brothers for their initiative
in uniting religious forces for justice. This is indispen­
sable to a truly lasting peace.

- on the occasion of the first Niwano Peace Prize.
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We know full well that man has reached a decisive
stage, He is now capable both of destroying life on earth,

or making it possible for each human being to reach a
standard of living worthy of the sons of God.

A real meeting requires each one to come out of his
sh'ell and overcome his selfishness, A real meeting re­

quires that each one, while remaining loyal to his own
conscience and to his own convictions, should aim at
discovering whatever may unite us, without measuring
sacrifices, and at whatever may make it possible, tomor­
row, to work together for the greater glory of God and
the well-being of mankind,

- from the First Assembly of the World Conference
on Religion and Peace,

Peace must begin deep within each one of us"",How
difficult it is to be truly unarmed in our inmost selves!
And how easy it is to fill our selves with precaution,
with hate and in a half unconscious way, how easy to
fill ourselves with a desire to see our adversary or who­

ever upsets or irritates us disappear!
- Youth of the world, make it your speciality to open

the eyes and alert the consciousness of people with
good will who in all countries are a much larger
number than we can imagine,,,,,

- Religions of the world respect one another mutual­
ly and join forces against violence, against hate,
against the Arms Race, against War.

-from the Second U,N, Special Session
on Disarmament

Without agrarian reform, the almost inhuman misery
of the rural workers will persist Without banking re­
form, little will be done for the development of the
country, and without fiscal reform, the rich will contin­
ue to grow richer while the poor will continue to suffer.
Without electoral reform, the elections will appear to
be free but in fact will be subjected to the power of
money, Without administrative reform, bureaucracy will
continue to sap the strength of public life,

- from "The Violence of A Peacemaker."
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President, The National Conference
of Brizilian Catholic Bishops

l"/·1$·o-~.y17'

Dom Ivo Lorscheiter

It gives us great satisfaction to note that the Niwano
Peace Foundation has choser, Dom Helder Camara as
recipient of their award, It reminds us that Dom Helder's
life and message go beyond the confines of his Church
and country to meet some of the deepest aspirations of
humanity today,

Helder Camara Man of Vision
Helder Camara sees father than most men, not in the

sence of being a visionary looking into the clouds, but
in first of all looking hard at the human situation
around him, This is not chiefly a scientific or intellectual
exercise but involves his heart as much as his head. He
looks at the concrete conditions in which his brothers
live because he loves them, Having observed, he has
always sought to remedy the ills he has seen,

His look was sufficiently long and penetrating to
discover that material assistance, which with great en­
ergy he had organised on a very large scale, was a
short term answer and directed at symptoms rather than

. at causes of the ills he sought to remedy. His vision
went deeper than the evident hunger, disease and lack
of housing, to identify the underlying and on-going
causes of these.

The serenity of his gaze penetrated the myths and
excuses of privilege and self-interest and he went on to
point out the unjust social, political and economic struc­
tures which favour a powerful minority at the expense
of the majority. In spite of angry reactions and even
persecution, he has not averted his gaze from the real
situation however unpalatable to himself and to others.
Attempts to change unjust structures gradually revealed
that they too had deeper roots. Economic exploitation
at local level is seen to have roots at national level and,
even if it would, the country is not free to develop as
it should because of dependence on economically
stronger countries and international systems.
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Man of Courage
It takes courage to speak about economic domina­

tion in the rich countries and for an archbishop to take
the poor to task for fatalism masquerading as religion.

Our world of economic hegemonies and media-built
images, readily accepts the figure of a loving helper of
the weak, It is less tolerant of those who show its power
structures and media control as responsible for crushing
some and marginalizing many. It takes courage to be a
holy man off the well worn paths; to go beyond the
accepted levels of charitable giving and give the truth
which hurts as it cauterizes and goes to the roots of
unhealthy conditions. It takes courage to be a popular
figure where audience immaturity is the least of the
hazards to be contended with, as conflicting groups seek
to instrumentalize every word and gesture. Yet, only by
running the risk of spilling over from popular to pop,
can a message of hope be transmitted to the world today.
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Man of Peace
Efficiency at any price and fierce competitiveness are

characteristics of the profit-oriented culture of the con­

sumer society which constantly widens the gap between

rich and poor. The means by which this must be changed
cannot be the same means by which human rights and
dignity are violated,

Helder Camara has long been in the forefront of
those who seek radical social change through peaceful
means, Himself a man of great organizing ability, he
devotes his best efforts to stimulating the oppressed to
liberate themselves. A man who has held political office,

he believes in the need for political organizing. Above

all though, he believes in the dignity and worth of every
human being.

He is not afraid to name the violence hidden in struc­
tures which the beneficiaries of an iniquitous 'status quo'
try to make believe is peace. Yet he does not advocate
changing those structures by violent means. By patient
presence and realistic pedagogy the downtrodden must
be helped see their situation and its causes and unite to

liberate themselves. Neither apathetic fatalism nor vio­
lent revolution, but positive nonviolent action is Helder

Camara's answer to the causes of so much of the world's
misery. It makes him eminently a man of peace in the
tradition of Ghandi and Martin Luther King and in the
spirit of the teaching and example of Jesus Christ.

It is our hope that the long-sighted gesture of this
fine award will help unite men of good will in the strug­

gle whose enemy is hunger and whose arms are courage
and brotherhood.
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