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Shortly after awarding the first Niwano Peace Prize
in April 1983, the Niwano Peace Foundation turned its

attention to the second prize, which was awarded in a

presentation ceremony in Tokyo this ApriL We are grate­
ful for your role in helping us select this year's recipient

We began by soliciting nominations from 630 indi­

viduals representing 82 countries in the spring of 1983.
Our next step was a difficult task: selecting one individ­
ual from among the 65 nominees. After thoroughly screen­

ing the nominations, a six-member committee comprising

Buddhist, Christian, and Moslem leaders of world stat­

ure, an intellectual leader, and a representative of the
Foundation selected Dr. Homer A. Jack as the recipient

of the second Niwano Peace Prize.
Dr. Jack, an American Unitarian Universalist min­

ister, has long devoted himself to the cause of peace. His
outstanding efforts to further peace, conducted always in

the spirit of religious tolerance, are described pages of

8-13.
The Foundation believes that in today's strife-torn

world there are many individuals worthy of receiving the
Niwano Peace Prize. We take heart in the knowledge

that they are striving valiantly to bring about peace, and
fervently hope that their efforts will be echoed by future
generations of individuals dedicated to achieving peace.

With the cooperation of selfless individuals like your­
self, we are determined to do what we can, no matter
how insignificant, to contribute to lasting world peace.
We ask for your continued support and assistance in this

worthy cause.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering of
precious natural resources on the arms race, famine and
poverty in the developing nations, inhumane discrep­
ancies and oppression, environmental pollution, and
spiritual decadence,

People of good will everywhere yearn for the over­

coming of these problems so that all people may be free
and may live lives of both spiritual and material affiu­

ence - in short, the realization of a truly peaceful socie­
ty, This calls for the orderly growth of a society that
aspires to the creation of a new world community,

But no one can accomplish this great task alone,
People of all races, religions, and strata of society must

join together, overcoming the differences that separate

them, Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a spirit

of cooperation and fellowship among all people so that
the foundations of a peaceful society may be laid, To

discharge this duty, people of religion must begin by
tearing down the walls erected by each religion's belief
that its teachings alone represent absolute truth, joining
hands in wholehearted cooperation to bring about a

peaceful society,

We at the Niwano Peace Foundation hope above

all that the ideals and activities of interreligious cooper­
ation for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this

cause, Indeed, we know that many people of religion are
already working earnestly to promote interreligious un­
derstanding and cooperation, contributing to the cause
of world peace through their solidarity,

The Foundation has established the Niwano Peace
Prize to honor and encourage those who are devoting
themselves to interreligious cooperation in the cause of
peace, and to make their achievements known to as many
people as possible the world over. It is our deepest wish
that this will further promote interreligious cooperation
for peace and lead to the emergence of ever more people
devoting themselves to this cause,

5
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Qualifications for the Prize
The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded annually to an

individual or group, domestic or international, that has

promoted interreligious cooperation and world peace.

Presentation Ceremony
The Niwano Peace Prize will be awarded every year

in April at a ceremony in Tokyo. The recipient will be
presented with the main prize of a certificate and the
subsidiary prize of ¥20 million and a medal. Following
the presentation ceremony the recipient will deliver a

commemorative address.

Nomination and Selection
People of religion and intellectual figures both with­

in Japan and overseas were asked to nominate candi­
dates for the second Niwano Peace Prize. Their nomina­
tions were sent to the Foundation for selection,

For the second Niwano Peace Prize, 630 people in 82
countries were asked to submit nominations. All the

nominations were screened by a committee comprising
representatives from Buddhism, Christianity Islam, and
academia, in addition to a representative of the Foun­
dation.
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Why Dr. Homer A. Jack Was
Selected as the Second Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award

the second Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer A. Jack
of the United States.

Dr. Homer A. Jack, a Unitarian Universalist clergy­
man, has devoted more than 40 years to furthering peace

in this strife-torn world. His work for peace, always root­

ed in the spirit of religious tolerance, has focused on
three major themes: defense of the human rights of the
oppressed, disarmament and the abolition of nuclear
weapons, and inter-religious cooperation.

Defense of human rights: Dr. Jack was one of the found­

ers of CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) in the

United States in 1942. After World War II he helped

resettle Japanese Americans who had been incarcerated
in relocation camps during the war. Deeply opposed to

all forms of racial and religious prejudice, he took an
active part in the American civil rights movement, work­
ing with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., periodically from
1956 until the latter's death. In this and other ways Dr.

Jack has continually fought to liberate the oppressed and
defend human dignity and eliminate racial discrimination.

He was instrumental in the adoption by the United

Nations General Assembly in 1981 of the Declaration
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

Disarmament and the abolition of nuclear weapons: Dr.
Jack's efforts in this field go back to the 1950s, when he

visited Dr. Albert Schweitzer. This led to their working
together to promote the movement to abolish nuclear
weapons. After traveling to Hiroshima and Nagasaki
and seeing first-hand the horrors of nuclear bombs, Dr.
Jack helped found the National Committee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy in 1957. In this and other ways he has
played an active role in the U.S. antinuclear movement.

, Early realizing the important role to be played by

9
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non-governmental organizations (NGOs) within the
United Nations, in 1972 Dr. Jack helped found the
NGO Committee on Disarmament at UN. Headquar­
ters, serving as its chairman from 1972 to 1983. He was
a vigorous advocate of the abolition of nuclear weapons
as an NGO representative at the Second Special Session
of the United Nations General Assembly on Disarma­
ment in 1982, These and his many other peace activities
have greatly expanded the role of NGOs in the disarma­
ment and antinuclear movement

1 1
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Interreligious cooperation: Dr. Jack, together with non­

Protestant religious leaders, founded the U.S. Inter-Reli­
gious Conference for Peace in 1966. He began to con­
tribute to international interreligious cooperation as a

co-secretary of the International Interreligious Sympo­
sium for Peace held in New Delhi in 1968.

One of the founders of the World Conference on Reli­
gion and Peace (WCRP), Dr. Jack served as Secretary
General of the first assembly, held in Kyoto in 1970.

He was Secretary General of the International Commit­

tee of the WCRP from 1970 until 1983, as well as Sec­

retary General of the second and third WCRP assembly.
He has directed WCRP projects for the relief of Viet­
namese boat people and aid to Cambodian refugees.
Through his outstanding religious leadership, as these

examples indicate, Dr. Jack has made an immeasurable
contribution to interreligious cooperation in the cause
of peace.

Dr. Jack's far-reaching peace activities in cooperation

with peace workers throughout the world stem, from his
humble prayerfulness as a person of religion and his keen
insight into the human heart and the working of society.

The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award
the second Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer A. Jack

in recognition of his efforts and remarkable achievements
in every part of the world-Europe, Africa, Asia, and the

communist nations of China and the U.S.S.R.-in the hope

that these will inspire others to like efforts.

13
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1972-83 First Chairman of the NGO Committee on
Disarmament at U.N. Headquarters

1981 Active in obtaining the adoption by the U.N.

General Assembly of the Declaration Against
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief

1982 Adressed the Second U.N. Special Session on
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Commemorative Address by Dr. Homer
A. Jack in the Presentation Ceremony
(main purport)

There is only one priority for humanity today. That

is the abolition of nuclear weapons through nuclear dis­

armament. Such universal goals as "freedom" or "jus­

tice," or such ideological hopes as "democracy" or

"socialism," these are quite secondary. The prime goal

must be to stop turning every city everywhere into ano­

ther 1945 Hiroshima or Nagasaki.

Nuclear Disarmament
The nuclear age has not produced a nuclear war for

almost four decades. Has not nuclear deterrence, despite

its critics, prevented nuclear war') Perhaps luck has so

far prevented any nuclear detonation since Nagasaki as

much as any strategic doctrine. Yet what of the future,

with 50,000 strategic and tactical nuclear weapons in

the stockpiles of five or perhaps eight States') The chan-
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ces of a nuclear detonation by calculation or miscalcula­

tion, by accident or terrorism, appears high. The possi­

bility escalates when the leaders of one nuclear State

intermittently declare that it can right and win a nuclear
war.

Nuclear disarmament is the only method to prevent

the real possibility of nuclear holocaust. The Final

Document of the First United Nations Special Session

on Disarmament, adopted unanimously in 1978, made

this clear. Humanity is confronted with a choice: "We

must halt the arms race and proceed to disarmament or

face annihiliation." Thus disarmament must be the pri­

ority, not alone of the United Nations, but of all States,

all organizations, all religions, and all peoples.

Some allege that this concern for nuclear disarma­

ment is provincial, an East/West or "Northern" preoc­

cupation, but not a universal one, at least not "Southern."

Some suggest that the so-called "Third World" has

priorities-such as development-different from those

of the "First" or "Second" worlds, both of the latter

being more fearful of the consequences of nuclear war.

I assert that peace and disarmament are not East/West

or Northern luxuries. They are equally a necessity in

the "South". (Japan, as you know, is considered by some

quirk of political geography to be a "Western" State.)

Four-Point Prescription
Having suggested the priority of nuclear disarma­

ment, let me indicate what this means in the current
bleak political atmosphere where everything seems to

be going down hill. There has been no good news for

many years to reverse the trend of increasing nuclear

stockpiles. Here is a four-point prescription of next steps

to begin to get out of the nuclear arms spiral.

First, the development, testing, and deployment of

all new nuclear weapons should immediately be frozen

by all States, initially by the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.

This means that no additional nuclear weapons and their

delivery systems should be installed anywhere. Such a
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nuclear freeze can be verified by so-called "national"

means of inspection. Also any nuclear State might begin

this process, hoping that the others might reciprocate.

Second, nuclear weapons tests in all environments

should be prohibited by treaty. (The partial test-ban

treaty does not prohibit underground tests and it has

not been universally signed.) Any of the five nuclear

weapon States might immediately stop such tests until
a comprehensive test-ban treaty could be signed and

ratified. Two candidates for the presidency of the U.S.A.

have pledged, if elected, to initiate a six-month morato­

rium on underground testing to challenge the Soviet

Union to respond in Kind.

Third, the use-and not just the first use-of nuclear

weapons should be prohibited by treaty, and their use

made a crime against humanity. It is sad that the coun­

try which was the first and second victim of nuclear

weapons did not vote in favor of this U.N. resolution,

although a majority of U.N. member States did so. Yet

more than a resolution is needed; there must be a con­

vention or treaty.

Fourth and last, nuclear weapons should be phased

out of the arsenals of all nuclear weapon States-those

acknowledged and those covert-as soon as possible,

certainly by the end of this decade. The whole world

23



~~7~~R~~~~~~~~~~~h1~~.ili~m

~ ht.:OOJltR:~~.::: ~ ~bh~It,~ ~:J ~.:::, ;f$<9<WO)£*~~j:

-1JB9~.:::i)f:l6I)~ ~ ~ 1t'0)~"90 ;f$<{*=1j 5 h OOO):J"I?, ~~

~~~~;f$<.n~o)~~.h~"9o)~.k~~~O)OO~~

*~.iUi* t: 9~5]IJtt1~!1j

~~A~~O)~~, 1A7A~O)nNi, ~~O)~~,

~O)~O)*~~~~;f$<.nR~~~M~~~~~.k"9~

c b~-r' ~ 1"90 ;f$<9<W~':::OO"9 ~{1ffl!lB9®JlIJ0)1it:lLb~i!tWO)

=*~*~R~~~1"91"9~<~~h~~:JR~~1~

k o ~hGo)~~R.Ghk!l~~,~OO~~~~.~v

/'(Jv~·~JI£Vn'b'~~th~J~ fJ *~lvo M~':::fJi.{~O);f$<O)

Bi'H~~'::: <0 ~ ~ ~j:, *~1\3 0) §;g~lIt <o;t ~ It' ;t ~;C {,ffi\~ ~~

;t~~h~~~1~lvo~;t~*OOc~JlO)~~<oG

~ ~ mH':::bt.: ~ ~t¥1f ~ ~ ~ t.:t5It':H.lz:OO{*-~ ~ ~wr

~1t':H.lz:OO{*-~~~~, tIff.~"9~ cb~&:,~-r'To *~1\3

~,;f$<~.0)~~~~~"9~k6l)R, ~h1~0)~.~~

61) ~ ~ c b~&:'~~·~ It'b' c":J b' § G~':::F""It,i ~ t.: It) U~,1t'

1"9 0 1k, ff~~-~m~~k~.~~m~.R~~~,
;f$<9<WO)jljjc{;;~~.§.~~·~~It)b'~~~ ~ ht.:lt) c }~,It) 1"90

~ G~':::, ~~~;f1(~;f$<~~~~, ~1'J~~It)~i&JffO)i&*

~ c" -J ~ t.: G~ 61) ~ ~ c b~~ ~ ~ b' ott; ;t t.: It' c }~, It) 1 "90
*~1\3~j:, i&Jffb~OOJl~·f$O[n~5tfi¥~t.:b' G c It' ~ ~,

24

must become a nuclear free zone. This means the end to

nuclear research and development for weapons purposes,

the end to production, and the end to deployment.

These steps may be the widely-acknowledged goals

of many States, but there is no guarantee that they will

be implemented. Here is where unilateralism can be use­

ful, whether under the name of "mutual"(that was Mr.

Khrushchev's term) or "national initiatives." The arms

race has proliferated by unilateral steps and it might be

lessened also by initiative independent of treaties. A

nuclear weapons freeze could be unilaterally begun as

a recent U.N. resolution recommends. Which of the five

nuclear weapon States will have the courage to start this

necessary process?

Special Religious Role
Churches, mosques, temples, and other religious in­

stitutions have a special role here. The ethical principles

about nuclear weapons. increasingly promulgated by

great world religions, and their denominations, must be

implemented on national and local levels. In the first

instance this means that the perceptions, indeed the pre­

judices, of members of religious institutions must be

changed, especially in this nuclear age. Old-and new

-antagonisms must be examined and healed. such as

those on every level between the U.S.A. and the U.SS.R.

Members of religious organizations must be asked to

consider whether changes of vocation could help bring

a halt to the testing of nuclear weapons. Members might

consider whether the use of Gandhian non-violent re­

sistance might stop the deployment of nuclear weapons.

Members might ponder how to change governments

which voice or demonstrate reckless nuclear policies.

Members of religions might not countenance their gov­

ernments merely voting for nuclear disarmament at the

U.N. They might demand that their governments scrap

nuclear tockpiles and take great risks for nuclear peace

as all peoples are forced to take great risks for dubious

deterrence.
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Peace Activity
All religions have had the sorry record through his­

tory of making wars, even blessing them, rather than
demanding peace, There have been a few notable ex­
ceptions, including such exemplars as the Buddha in
ancient times and Mohandas Gandhi in our time. Yet
hubris-pride and arrogance-based on nationalism even
in religious communities is overwhelming. Self-criticism

by religious institutions is always in short supply. Too

many religious leaders easily endorse and stubbornly de­
fend their nation's "democracy" or their nation's "so­

cialism," when both of these systems, and others, are

ethically flawed.

I am especially touched that I am receiving an award

bearing the name of President Nikkyo Niwano, I' have

worked with President Niwano on issues of peace and
disarmament for almost two decades on several conti­

nents. This great modern Buddhist roams the whole
world for peace as the Buddha moved about Asia.

Likewise I am honored to be the recipient of a prize
previously awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara
of Brazil. I cannot walk in his footsteps, but I shall try.

Thus I accept the Niwano Peace Prize for promoting
"world peace through inter-religious cooperation." I do

so with humility. But also I do so with impatience. We

have scarcely time to finish the task of abolishing nu­
clear weapons before these devices of death will soon

abolish us.
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The First Recipient of the Niwano Peace Prize
Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara

Our dear Niwano Peace Foundation and her High
President must receive special congratulations for the
very right election of Dr. Homer A. Jack as the winner

of the second Niwano Peace Prize.

The defense of human rights, the effort for disarma­
ment and abolition of nuclear weapons, the dedication
for interreligious cooperation are the summary of the

life of this wonderful Man.

In heart, I will be with our Niwano Family, glori­
fying God by the existence of Human Beings as Dr.
Homer A. Jack, myoId and dear Friend and Brother.

Secretary General, United Nations Headquarters
Mr. Javier de Cuellar

It gives me great pleasure to express my sincere con­
gratulations to Dr. Homer Jack on receiving the second

Niwano Peace Prize. It is most appropriate that the
Niwano Peace Foundation, which has been making a
commendable contribution to the promotion of peace

and international understanding, should have chosen
Dr. Jack as the recipient of this award.

We at the United Nations have deeply appreciated
Dr. Jack's steadfast commitment to the ideals of the
world organization. His selfless dedication to so many
of our activities, and in particular to the cause of dis­
armament, has been exemplary and has earned him the
widest admiration and gratitude.

It is for men and women the world over to urge an
end to the arms race, especially the nuclear arms race,
since it is our common future which is threatened. In
these critical times, the contribution made by such de­
voted workers for peace as Dr. Homer Jack is more
essential than ever.
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President, WCRP/International
Archbishop Angelo Fernandes

It gives me great pleasure to associate myself with the
presentation of the Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer
Jack, I have been very closely associated with Dr. Jack
in the launching and nurturing of the World Conference

on Religion and Peace from its inception, He has been
our Executive Secretary-General and all that has been

done to place this multi-religious organization for Peace
on the world map has been due in great measure to his
enlightened and dedicated service over the years. The
sharpness of his intellect has been wedded to a tenacity
of will which resulted, under God, in a great commitment
and dedication to the cause he has served so faithfully,

The thoroughness with which our meetings have been
prepared is one illustration, Particularly helpful to a new

organization was his spirit of initiative, enterprise and
openness to explore new avenues for the WCRP Move­
ment to play its role in the world, The Peace Mission
to China is a good example,

His qualities and experience has been seen to the best
advantage in the admirable work he did in the field of
human rights and in the cause of disarmament. Witness

his chairmanship of the N,G,O, Committee at U,N. Head­

quarters for more than ten years and his latest publication
"Disarm or Die". This is apart from his close association
with the U.N, over the years and his consistent presen­
tation of WCRP thinking to that forum, I would like to
draw special attention to the efforts that resulted in the
December 1981 U,N, Declaration for Religious Freedom,

As WCRP forges ahead, Dr. Jack will be able to
look back with satisfaction on the role he played in lay­
ing the foundations for this new organization so ideally
suited to the demands and challenges of today's world
and currently so well poised to take a leap forward in
the journey towards a genuine and lasting Peace,
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The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in De­
cember 1978 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Rissho
Kosei-Kai. Internationally, President Nikkyo Niwano and
the Rissho Kosei-Kai have actively promoted interreligious
cooperation for world peace through the World Conference
on Religion and Peace, and the International Association
for Religious Freedom. Domestically, the foundation has
advocated and supported the "Brighter Society Movement."

To attain peace-this difficult ideal that mankind has
strived for since pre-history - cooperation among rei igious
leaders to form a unity which will bring about slow but
steady progress has become increasingly vital.

Peace cannot be attained, though, by a limited number
of religious leaders, rather it must combine all sectors of
society as a whole and gather the wisdom of all in forming
a stable central body. For this purpose, equally important
is the formation of an economic infrastructure. Through
such a necessity, in this period of confusion, the Niwano
Peace Foundation was created.

As one concrete undertaking to realize the goal of world
peace and the enhancement of culture, the foundation finan­
cially assists research activities and projects based on a reli­
gious spirit concerning thought, culture, science, education,
and related subjects. Symposiums and international exchange
activities which will widely benefit the public are enthusi­
astically encouraged.
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