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The First Recipient of the Niwano Peace Prize
Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara

Our dear Niwano Peace Foundation and her High
President must receive special congratulations for the
very right election of Dr. Homer A. Jack as the winner
of the second Niwano Peace Prize.

The defense of human rights, the effort for disarma-
ment and abolition of nuclear weapons, the dedication
for interreligious cooperation are the summary of the
life of this wonderful Man.

In heart, I will be with our Niwano Family, glori-
fying God by the existence of Human Beings as Dr.
Homer A. Jack, my old and dear Friend and Brother.

Secretary General, United Nations Headquarters
Mr. Javier de Cuéllar

It gives me great pleasure to express my sincere con-
gratulations to Dr. Homer Jack on receiving the second
Niwano Peace Prize. It is most appropriate that the
Niwano Peace Foundation, which has been making a
commendable contribution to the promotion of peace
and international understanding, should have chosen
Dr. Jack as the recipient of this award.

We at the United Nations have deeply appreciated
Dr. Jack’s steadfast commitment to the ideals of the
world organization. His selfless dedication to so many
of our activities, and in particular to the cause of dis-
armament, has been exemplary and has earned him the
widest admiration and gratitude.

It is for men and women the world over to urge an
end to the arms race, especially the nuclear arms race,
since it is our common future which is threatened. In
these critical times, the contribution made by such de-
voted workers for peace as Dr. Homer Jack is more
essential than ever.
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President, WCRP /International
Archbishop Angelo Fernandes

It gives me great pleasure to associate myself with the
presentation of the Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer
Jack. I have been very closely associated with Dr. Jack
in the launching and nurturing of the World Conference
on Religion and Peace from its inception. He has been
our Executive Secretary-General and all that has been
done to place this multi-religious organization for Peace
on the world map has been due in great measure to his
enlightened and dedicated service over the years. The
sharpness of his intellect has been wedded to a tenacity
of will which resulted, under God, in a great commitment
and dedication to the cause he has served so faithfully.
The thoroughness with which our meetings have been
prepared is one illustration. Particularly helpful to a new
organization was his spirit of initiative, enterprise and
openness to explore new avenues for the WCRP Move-
ment to play its role in the world. The Peace Mission
to China is a good example.

His qualities and experience has been seen to the best
advantage in the admirable work he did in the field of
human rights and in the cause of disarmament. Witness
his chairmanship of the N.G.O. Committee at U.N. Head-
quarters for more than ten years and his latest publication
“Disarm or Die”. This is apart from his close association
with the U.N. over the years and his consistent presen-
tation of WCRP thinking to that forum. I would like to
draw special attention to the efforts that resulted in the
December 1981 U.N. Declaration for Religious Freedom.

As WCRP forges ahead, Dr. Jack will be able to
look back with satisfaction on the role he played in lay-
ing the foundations for this new organization so ideally
suited to the demands and challenges of today’s world
and currently so well poised to take a leap forward in
the journey towards a genuine and lasting Peace.



