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Why Dr. Homer A. Jack Was
Selected as the Second Recipient of the
Niwano Peace Prize

The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award

the second Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer A. Jack
of the United States.

Dr. Homer A. Jack, a Unitarian Universalist clergy­
man, has devoted more than 40 years to furthering peace

in this strife-torn world. His work for peace, always root­

ed in the spirit of religious tolerance, has focused on
three major themes: defense of the human rights of the
oppressed, disarmament and the abolition of nuclear
weapons, and inter-religious cooperation.

Defense of human rights: Dr. Jack was one of the found­

ers of CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) in the

United States in 1942. After World War II he helped

resettle Japanese Americans who had been incarcerated
in relocation camps during the war. Deeply opposed to

all forms of racial and religious prejudice, he took an
active part in the American civil rights movement, work­
ing with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., periodically from
1956 until the latter's death. In this and other ways Dr.

Jack has continually fought to liberate the oppressed and
defend human dignity and eliminate racial discrimination.

He was instrumental in the adoption by the United

Nations General Assembly in 1981 of the Declaration
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

Disarmament and the abolition of nuclear weapons: Dr.
Jack's efforts in this field go back to the 1950s, when he

visited Dr. Albert Schweitzer. This led to their working
together to promote the movement to abolish nuclear
weapons. After traveling to Hiroshima and Nagasaki
and seeing first-hand the horrors of nuclear bombs, Dr.
Jack helped found the National Committee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy in 1957. In this and other ways he has
played an active role in the U.S. antinuclear movement.

, Early realizing the important role to be played by
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non-governmental organizations (NGOs) within the
United Nations, in 1972 Dr. Jack helped found the
NGO Committee on Disarmament at UN. Headquar­
ters, serving as its chairman from 1972 to 1983. He was
a vigorous advocate of the abolition of nuclear weapons
as an NGO representative at the Second Special Session
of the United Nations General Assembly on Disarma­
ment in 1982, These and his many other peace activities
have greatly expanded the role of NGOs in the disarma­
ment and antinuclear movement
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Interreligious cooperation: Dr. Jack, together with non­

Protestant religious leaders, founded the U.S. Inter-Reli­
gious Conference for Peace in 1966. He began to con­
tribute to international interreligious cooperation as a

co-secretary of the International Interreligious Sympo­
sium for Peace held in New Delhi in 1968.

One of the founders of the World Conference on Reli­
gion and Peace (WCRP), Dr. Jack served as Secretary
General of the first assembly, held in Kyoto in 1970.

He was Secretary General of the International Commit­

tee of the WCRP from 1970 until 1983, as well as Sec­

retary General of the second and third WCRP assembly.
He has directed WCRP projects for the relief of Viet­
namese boat people and aid to Cambodian refugees.
Through his outstanding religious leadership, as these

examples indicate, Dr. Jack has made an immeasurable
contribution to interreligious cooperation in the cause
of peace.

Dr. Jack's far-reaching peace activities in cooperation

with peace workers throughout the world stem, from his
humble prayerfulness as a person of religion and his keen
insight into the human heart and the working of society.

The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award
the second Niwano Peace Prize to Dr. Homer A. Jack

in recognition of his efforts and remarkable achievements
in every part of the world-Europe, Africa, Asia, and the

communist nations of China and the U.S.S.R.-in the hope

that these will inspire others to like efforts.
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