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Commemorative Address by Dr. Homer
A. Jack in the Presentation Ceremony
(main purport)

There is only one priority for humanity today. That

is the abolition of nuclear weapons through nuclear dis­

armament. Such universal goals as "freedom" or "jus­

tice," or such ideological hopes as "democracy" or

"socialism," these are quite secondary. The prime goal

must be to stop turning every city everywhere into ano­

ther 1945 Hiroshima or Nagasaki.

Nuclear Disarmament
The nuclear age has not produced a nuclear war for

almost four decades. Has not nuclear deterrence, despite

its critics, prevented nuclear war') Perhaps luck has so

far prevented any nuclear detonation since Nagasaki as

much as any strategic doctrine. Yet what of the future,

with 50,000 strategic and tactical nuclear weapons in

the stockpiles of five or perhaps eight States') The chan-
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ces of a nuclear detonation by calculation or miscalcula­

tion, by accident or terrorism, appears high. The possi­

bility escalates when the leaders of one nuclear State

intermittently declare that it can right and win a nuclear
war.

Nuclear disarmament is the only method to prevent

the real possibility of nuclear holocaust. The Final

Document of the First United Nations Special Session

on Disarmament, adopted unanimously in 1978, made

this clear. Humanity is confronted with a choice: "We

must halt the arms race and proceed to disarmament or

face annihiliation." Thus disarmament must be the pri­

ority, not alone of the United Nations, but of all States,

all organizations, all religions, and all peoples.

Some allege that this concern for nuclear disarma­

ment is provincial, an East/West or "Northern" preoc­

cupation, but not a universal one, at least not "Southern."

Some suggest that the so-called "Third World" has

priorities-such as development-different from those

of the "First" or "Second" worlds, both of the latter

being more fearful of the consequences of nuclear war.

I assert that peace and disarmament are not East/West

or Northern luxuries. They are equally a necessity in

the "South". (Japan, as you know, is considered by some

quirk of political geography to be a "Western" State.)

Four-Point Prescription
Having suggested the priority of nuclear disarma­

ment, let me indicate what this means in the current
bleak political atmosphere where everything seems to

be going down hill. There has been no good news for

many years to reverse the trend of increasing nuclear

stockpiles. Here is a four-point prescription of next steps

to begin to get out of the nuclear arms spiral.

First, the development, testing, and deployment of

all new nuclear weapons should immediately be frozen

by all States, initially by the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.

This means that no additional nuclear weapons and their

delivery systems should be installed anywhere. Such a

21



.2~. ~«T~.~~B0~~~W~~.~~~~1

~T~~~~=t~~ ($~~~~.~~~~~~T~~

• ~~ C; T B 6 T. ~«T~OO*b~~EPL TI,; ~ b It 1" tJ

j) I) ~Hilv)o ~lIDR~~~.~~~~b~m:lIL. ~Ep·:tJ±tft

~~m~~*~~*~5~OO~~~~~OO~~~~~.

~ 1:j:1~ L T tJ 11,;~1"9 0 7 j I) ~ 1"fj: 2 .A~7\j'iJC~]j~*

:lIfl~fmifb~. ~~~BJljI;: fj:. 6 ~.F.l f;:bt.: I) :tthT~~.~

~~LT. ~~~~C;m.~tJ~T=h~~~~1~~V

b; It ~ =t ~ff~ L T 1,; *~ 0

.3~.~~W~.W~fi~~0~~<.~~W~fi~

~-W~~~1~T~~L.~~W~~m~.A.~~~~

mBtm~~~=t~9000~~~=~~.~~~~M~

ht.:t~. oo~tJDMOO~:*~~b~~m,m~W'C;*Lt.:o L

~L.~~W~.Wt=.§~fi~~.ttt~~kOO~=

h~3Z:fi'jL~b'~t.:t~bhTI,;*~o I,;Thf;:1i1. ~

.~0~~+~~j)I)*1i~m~tJL<~~~~~~T

~o

4.§~. =h~.~~~I)*~~~~~~0~~~

f;:. -fLT19804fi;~~bl) *1"f;:fHi~f;:. ~«T~~

*~OO~~W~b'6~~W~. ~1l'~R~f;:~ < LTI,;b;~lt

hfJ~ I) *1ilvo =hf;:fj:~1"f;:-f~ff1:Eb~lii~2~hTp

~tJ~. *t.:.1§~2~hTI,;~tJ~. ~«T~~~Wb~~

*h*~o~~~§~tLk~~W~~~.~~. -fLT

re~~=h~11)~~~~~~=t~~I)*~0

==~~«k1~~~~~~~~~~=t~.~<~OO

b~~ 1"f;:~21ibT 1,; ~ b' tJ Lh * 1i 1"1/0 t~'b~. ~1'J~ h ~ t
1,; ~ f:*illEfj: c' = f;: tJ ~P~1"~o -f = 1'·-::tJR~~~~--=:L

~~~~0~~-~~~~~~t~I)*~0*7~~~3

7§:t§b~~ ~ t.: 1 ~ f;: r:f§B:f;:~if8~:if; L-@J ~ J t 1,; ~ ~

~::tJ1" tJ PI,; L. rOO'§;B~1 ~ ~7~7"J t 1,; ~;g § ~tJ 1,;

1,;~1"~ 0 ~:fJ1;AA$fj:. ~~OO~-::tJ~~~ffffj~~$f;: 11)

:t;1;:* L * L t.: o 1"~1J' 6. ~~ tJ. ~*~~W*JU:: fj:55U~1

22

nuclear freeze can be verified by so-called "national"

means of inspection. Also any nuclear State might begin

this process, hoping that the others might reciprocate.

Second, nuclear weapons tests in all environments

should be prohibited by treaty. (The partial test-ban

treaty does not prohibit underground tests and it has

not been universally signed.) Any of the five nuclear

weapon States might immediately stop such tests until
a comprehensive test-ban treaty could be signed and

ratified. Two candidates for the presidency of the U.S.A.

have pledged, if elected, to initiate a six-month morato­

rium on underground testing to challenge the Soviet

Union to respond in Kind.

Third, the use-and not just the first use-of nuclear

weapons should be prohibited by treaty, and their use

made a crime against humanity. It is sad that the coun­

try which was the first and second victim of nuclear

weapons did not vote in favor of this U.N. resolution,

although a majority of U.N. member States did so. Yet

more than a resolution is needed; there must be a con­

vention or treaty.

Fourth and last, nuclear weapons should be phased

out of the arsenals of all nuclear weapon States-those

acknowledged and those covert-as soon as possible,

certainly by the end of this decade. The whole world
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must become a nuclear free zone. This means the end to

nuclear research and development for weapons purposes,

the end to production, and the end to deployment.

These steps may be the widely-acknowledged goals

of many States, but there is no guarantee that they will

be implemented. Here is where unilateralism can be use­

ful, whether under the name of "mutual"(that was Mr.

Khrushchev's term) or "national initiatives." The arms

race has proliferated by unilateral steps and it might be

lessened also by initiative independent of treaties. A

nuclear weapons freeze could be unilaterally begun as

a recent U.N. resolution recommends. Which of the five

nuclear weapon States will have the courage to start this

necessary process?

Special Religious Role
Churches, mosques, temples, and other religious in­

stitutions have a special role here. The ethical principles

about nuclear weapons. increasingly promulgated by

great world religions, and their denominations, must be

implemented on national and local levels. In the first

instance this means that the perceptions, indeed the pre­

judices, of members of religious institutions must be

changed, especially in this nuclear age. Old-and new

-antagonisms must be examined and healed. such as

those on every level between the U.S.A. and the U.SS.R.

Members of religious organizations must be asked to

consider whether changes of vocation could help bring

a halt to the testing of nuclear weapons. Members might

consider whether the use of Gandhian non-violent re­

sistance might stop the deployment of nuclear weapons.

Members might ponder how to change governments

which voice or demonstrate reckless nuclear policies.

Members of religions might not countenance their gov­

ernments merely voting for nuclear disarmament at the

U.N. They might demand that their governments scrap

nuclear tockpiles and take great risks for nuclear peace

as all peoples are forced to take great risks for dubious

deterrence.
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Peace Activity
All religions have had the sorry record through his­

tory of making wars, even blessing them, rather than
demanding peace, There have been a few notable ex­
ceptions, including such exemplars as the Buddha in
ancient times and Mohandas Gandhi in our time. Yet
hubris-pride and arrogance-based on nationalism even
in religious communities is overwhelming. Self-criticism

by religious institutions is always in short supply. Too

many religious leaders easily endorse and stubbornly de­
fend their nation's "democracy" or their nation's "so­

cialism," when both of these systems, and others, are

ethically flawed.

I am especially touched that I am receiving an award

bearing the name of President Nikkyo Niwano, I' have

worked with President Niwano on issues of peace and
disarmament for almost two decades on several conti­

nents. This great modern Buddhist roams the whole
world for peace as the Buddha moved about Asia.

Likewise I am honored to be the recipient of a prize
previously awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara
of Brazil. I cannot walk in his footsteps, but I shall try.

Thus I accept the Niwano Peace Prize for promoting
"world peace through inter-religious cooperation." I do

so with humility. But also I do so with impatience. We

have scarcely time to finish the task of abolishing nu­
clear weapons before these devices of death will soon

abolish us.
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