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The fifth Niwano Peace Prize is to be presented to

the World Muslim Congress.
As you already know, "Islam" means "peace".

However, the Iran-Iraq War and other problems have
given many Japanese the preconception that Islam is a
martial religion.

This must be all the more true because in the Is­
lamic Quran the concept of jihad (sacred war) is emphas­
ized. However, I have been told that according to Is­
lamic scholars, the original meaning of jihad is "great

endeavor in the way of God".
In fact, the World Muslim Cnogress, endeavoring as

a N.G.O. of the United Nations, is the organization
which is extremely active in both creating the unity and
solidality of Islam and working for religious dialogue
and cooperation.

In view of the number of Islamic believers in the
world's religious population, it is impossible to talk
about peace without including Islam. I am convinced
that more and more significant will becomes the role
which the world Muslim Congress should fulfill in the

future.
In this sense, it is truly timely that this award is to

be presented to the World Muslim Congress and Dr. M.
A. Dawalibi, its representative. I wish to express sincere
congratulations.
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