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I heartily congratulate the Niwano Peace Founda­
tion in rewarding the Peace Prize for 1987 to the
esteemed World Muslim Congress, This is most fitting
in the perspective of the sixty years of unremitting and
effective work in seeking to unite the Islamic peoples in
a community of faith and service to all, and to promote
human dignity, justice and peace among Muslims and
among the peoples of the world. Certainly the World
Muslim Congerss has long endeavoured to assert and
realize the conviction I expressed at the end of my
address of acceptance of the Peace Prize in 1986: "We
who are women and men of faith believe that all the
dimensions of life in the whole of creation need to be
brought into an integrated whole," Integrated wholeness
and well-being is precisely the meaning of the Semitic
word for peace.

The World Muslim Congress has played and con­
tinues to play a most significant and indispensable role
as a strong mediating influence in areas of conflict,
particularly in the Middle East, but also in Africa and
Asia, and has championed the cause of Muslim minor­
ities in many countries. In all this, the World Council of
Churches has had the privilege of working cordially with
the Congress, particularly since the jointly sponsored
consultation in 1982 at Colombo, Sri Lanka, on "Living
and Working Together" in mutual trust and understand­
ing for justice and peace in our troubled world.
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