
*B~.~D~~~J~R19.~~h~~~.:::~ttW~

~.~9R.ttW1~~km.~~~~t~~~m.~~

if- t ~ t' ~ :kim ~ I~ ib 9'7'J' 9. ~ t.:tltk ~*fl*rA:b'ib Q~Ij:

~*~FB'~~~D~t.: YJ. ~ t.: ib Q~Ij:T«-~~OO~JZ1~.
OO~. OO*f19~~~D~t.:61)1~1;:J-::> ~ ~ ~~ 9 ~ ~td-i5!JV] t •

.:c- -:5 ~t.:1lit17-l~m~~I~~1JD~ ~ ~ p 9 ~ ~t.:'::: t I~xt~

~ i'Rtl~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t.: t-:' ~ ~ T .::: U;J:. fb I~ t -::> ~::*: p I~7t*
t T Q .::: t -c'ib 9 ~ To

t IH';Z.. ~~*~FB9. OO*FB9~~~D~t.:YJ~16!JV]I~1tt4J

TQAk~.~TQ§~~.~D~WM~~~~TQ~~

~ 5 ~ ~b'-'C';Z. Q .::: ~ttW~~. ~ 9 I~ :ki~~~. tltk b'~

9'T«-~'::: U;J:. ':::~~D~fDM~t~'-:5t!:tWB"J~K,gMj~t.

.:c-~.::*:~Q~~~~ib9~~~~ibGhQ~DB~~.

I~xt~. :fijJ~~.T Q'::: t -C'IJ:~~~b' t~;z' ~ To B*A

~ibQ~D~.~.~=~ttW::*:~R19~ttW.b0~

~ B*I~iJl ~~.::: ~ht.:~k~~J~L im~ht.:J1IlU~. ;g
hMh)rlfZ~• .:c- ~~f&I~9~~ht.:Ak~'1S'~17-1~1~< Ic,,~

iM'~h~ ~t.:o .::: -:5 ~t.:AFB9~'1S'MH~~~!lWb'~htd£t

.IJ:. ~~J~< M*t\'.:::t~<','j~TtMj]H0'CllGJ1.pt.:

QpJT-C';fJJ Q ~ ~ ~;fJ:~~. ib Q~'Ij:f1Z1».~~'1S' ~ 17- ~-\b b

G If'~ .::: Gh t.: ~ -C'T 0 K£t. fj: ~ GI~ 30~J:.J.l-1~ b t.: 9 $

ij]~~ll~ A~j::~B"J~ft*~'f:l17-~b Gh. ~1~1978~.

8*1~:ki~'~':::O)ft::*:~QttW~*fl. (~D~~DM~) '!r

~~~h~b0~ib9*To ':::~M~~~~~~D~.~.

*~~.3t~W~~YJ~~*~M~m~~M~R~-::>t

9. ,'E!,;W. JZ1~· N~· ~WO)5TDI~:kiflQttW~~D""'~

D¥U'b' fl~~*jjjiJm~l&~I~mz 9 *fllv -C'P G-::> ~ 'f> Qb fl
-c',:::"~"~,~ To

22

ISLAM AND PEACE
Adress by Dr. Maarouf AI-Dawalibi
On Being Awarded the Niwano Peace Prize

It is a great for me, in my capacity as President of
the "World Muslim Congress" Organization in Karachi,
to be invited with some of my colleagues in the Organi­
zation to this world-wide gathering prepared by the
Niwano Peace Foundation to honour our organization
for its activity and continuous participation in efforts
deployed for peace amongst religions at times, and
amongst the cultures of all nations, peoples and coun­
tries at other times """

However, I find it incumbent on us in this Fifth
Annual World Gathering organized by the Niwano
Peace Foundation to honour those working for peace
amongst nations and religions, to make it-in the first
place-a tribute to this world organization, its great
founder and originator, the Most Honourable Nikkyo
Niwano. This Japanese man was deeply affected by the
tragedies caused by the Second World War all over the
world in general, and in Japan in particular; by the blood
that was shed; by the tears that flowed; by the unforget­
table destruction, disasters and human suffering left
behind Moved by these human affections, he
became this benevolent individual, never at rest, always
on the move, to save what can be saved and alleviate the
suffering of displaced persons everywhere ...... He went
on with his work for more than thirty years, persevering
in his humanitarian achievements, ending with founding
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this great world organization (Niwano Peace Founda­
tion) in Japan in 1978, which represents his involvement
in laying the foundaments of the call for world peace in
areas covering thought, culture, sciences and education,
in a spirit of religious toleration and inter-religious
co-operation for "peace",

To this great humane individual, we convey our
reverence and respect for his distinguished person, and
our gratitude for his outstanding accomplishments, espe­
cially in such world circumstances where tension and
unrest prevail everywhere, where life grew tenebrous
and where the race between majour powers for suprem­
acy in armaments intensified on land, sea and in space,
This enjoins on all those working for peace to meet first,
get acquainted and co-operate, in particular leading
religious thinkers from different nations, peoples, coun­
tries and religions.

The "World Muslim Congress" Organization you
are gathered here today to honour with the Fifth
Niwano Peace Award was founded in 1926-in the
aftermath of the First World War and its disasters-in
circumstances identical to those of the foundation of the
Niwano Peace Foundation, following the end of World
War II and its disasters ...... Thus, no sooner had World
War I ended than colonialism, as you well know,
dominated Africa and Asia, especially Islamic countries,
with the exception of few The victorious powers,
then, founded the League of Nations to divide among
themselves spoils and acquisitions This situation
prompted the leader of the Arabian Peninsula at that
time, that great King Abdulaziz AI-Saud, to call upon
the leading Islamic thinkers in various parts of the
Islamic world to hold their congress in Mecca, holy
capital city of Islam, in order to consider the enormous
human disasters caused by that war in various countries
in general, and the Islamic world in particular ...... It
was the first popular Islamic congress to be held in the
Islamic world, in its first session, to make those who
divided the spoils of weakened world among themselves
hear the voice of the Islamic world as well as the voice
of mankind, subjugated by colonialism······ The second
session was held in Jerusalem and convened by Haj
Amin AI-Husseiini, Grand Mufui of Palastins.
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Having held several sessions, this congress became,
following World War II, an international Islamic orga­
nization known as the "World Muslim Congress" Orga­
nization based in Karachi and registered at the United
Nations as an observer Social Islamic body. Article 3.14
of its constitution stipulates that it aims at "unifying
efforts to maintain peace and stability in the world······
to originate conditions where the dignity of man is
respected ...... to participated in cultural activities bene-
ficial to all mankind "without distinction of race,
sex or religion; it believes in the right for all to have a
decent life and to fully enjoy basic human rights. This
organization of leading Islamic thinkers thus became
the first Humanitarian Islamic organization, established
in Mecca by the founder of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, His Majesty the late King Abdulaziz AI-Saud,
may Got rest his soul.

The "World Muslim Congress" held several
symposia, especially in recent year;

a Symposium on "Islam and Human Problems",
held in the Turkish part of Cyprus to reconcile the
Greek and Turkish communities and to establish
a dialogue between them under auspices of the
United Nations.

b Symposium on "Islamic Solidarity for World
Peace", held in Islamabad-Pakistan. The United
Nations and the major Christian organizations
were invited.

c Symposium on "Islam and the New Interna­
tional Economic Order" for the benefit of all, held
in Tokyo and opened by the Japanese Prime
Minister. A representative of the United Nations
Organization was attending ......

d Two symposia on the "Universalism of Islam ",
held in Colombo, capital city of Buddhist Sri
Lanka, under the auspices of the Sri Lankan
government, on the occasion of the world-wide
celebrations at the beginning of the 15th Century
A.H.; the first symposium was opened by the Sri
Lankan President ...... The World Church Coun­
cil, Geneva, participated in the second symposium

e In addition to this, the President, accompanied
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by members of the Congress, makes visits and
holds meetings from time to time to reconcile
fighting parties, whether on governmental and
popular levels for example when a Congress dele­
gation visited President Marcos of the Philippines
to reconcile the government and rebellious Is­
lamic regions' 0 .... or on governmental levels only
when the Congress delegation visited both the
Iranian and Iraqi Presidents in 1982, in a media­
tory and reconciliatory mission to stop the war,
spare blood and work for world peace.

We, at the "World Muslim Congress", we always
act for peace, regardless of regimes and religions. This
is also an emanation of the same definitive Islamic
teachings on which Islam is based; we shall refer thereto
here below with the utmost succinctness and clarity by
evoking definitive texts in Islam, as follows;

Firstly-it is only appropriate in this context to
begin by expounding the meaning of the word "Islam"
applied by the religion of Islam to all divine religions
since the times of the great prophet Abraham, the father
of prophets······ The word "Islam" means here the call
to "worship peace" by believing in the rules of "Islam"
...... because "peace" is one of the glorious names of
God in "Islam". Many Muslims like to call their children
"Adbulsalam" meaning; Worshiper of peace, which is
one of their favourite names.

Secondly-the Prophet of Islam, when all Arab
tribes previously engaged in internecine fight have em­
braced "Islam", addressed them during the last "pilgrim-
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age" he performed in the last year of his life by saying;
"Do not revert to being unbelievers after I'm gone,
fighting with one another",

thus proclaiming that "combatting" each other after
Islam is to stop believing in God Who is Peace, """ The
Quran says;

"0 ye who believe!
Enter into Peace whole-heartedly;
And follow not the footsteps of the Evil One;
For he is to you an avowed enemy, SJI, 208"

The Quran also makes it obligatory to appel for
Justice in case of dispute;

"If ye differ in anything among yourselves, Refer it
to God and His Apostle, (i. e, to the Islamic Law), If

ye do believe in God and the Last Day; That is best,
and mostsuitable for final determination, SJV, 59"

Thirdly-the Quran makes it binding for any of two
belligerents to accept to stop the war immediately if his
adversary inclines towards a peaceful solution, even if
such adversary is not a Muslim. Concerning those
enemies of the Prophet who attributed associates to
God, the Quran says;

"But if the enemy incline towads peace,
Do thou also incline towards peace,
and trust in God "" ..
Should they intend to deceive thee,
Verily God sufficeth thee .... " S.VII,61-62"
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So, the Quran puts both Muslims and non-Muslims
on the same footing when it comes to rules enjoying
peace. The Quran dose not allow the Prophet of Islam to
go on with the war in this case, even if he thinks that his
enemies intend to deceive him:

"As long as these stand true to you,
Stand ye true to them. S.IX, 7"

Fourthly-In addition to the above, the Quran calls
for kindness towards non-Muslims in general, even if
such kindness is not reciprocal;

"God forbids you not,
With regard to those who fight you
N or for your faith
N or drive you out of your homes,
From dealing kindly and justly with them;
For God loveth those who are just. S.IX, 8"

Thus, Islam, for the first time in the history of
nations and religions, has opened the way for peaceful
co-existence among beliefs and religions' ..... Further­
more Islam even tells you to be kind and give protection
to those who have different beliefs and religions than
yours, unless they fight you for your faith or drive you
out of your home.

At the forefront of such acts of Kindness was "the
protection of Sanctuaries and holy places of non­
Muslims" the same way the Sanctuaries and holy places
of Muslims are protected; the second Caliph Omar Ibn
Al-Khattab did give protection to the "Church of the
Holy Sepulchre" when he entered Jerusalem.

Fifthly-finally, to lay emphasis on peaceful co­
existence which is a binding duty for all nations and
religions, the Quran proclaims the unity of the human
family: all people, regardless of their race, colour, reli­
gion, sex and language constitute one human family
honoured by God without distinction. The Quran says;

"We have honoured the sons of Adam.
S.XVII,70"

And on the unity of the human family, the Quran
says:
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"0 mankind! We created you
From a single pair of a male and a female,
And made you into nations and tribes,
That ye man Know each other.
Verily the most honoured of you
In the sight of God
Is he who is the most righteous of you.

S.XLIX,13"

The Prophet of Islam confirmed this when he said;
"All men are God's dependents, and those He likes
most are those most beneficial to His dependents"

on a basis of mutual Kindness and total solidarity in life,
for better or for worse, without discrimination. The
Prophet, during the last Pilgrimage he peformed, said;

"Your blood and property are sacred to you .
Righteousness is the only difference between an
Arab and a non-Arab, between a black man and a
white man".

This means a strong attachment to this equality,
without belligerence, in pursuance of the right for all
human societies for a decent life without discrimination.

Proceeding From these fundamental Islamic con­
cepts, on the basis of which education in general should
be established, Islam devised the "Islamic Solution" to
all human problems under the guarantee of justice for a
better decent life for man with regard to all its issues
limited to;

a issues on the difference in beliefs and religions;
b issues on the conduct of man towards his

brother man.

With regard to issues on the difference in beliefs and .
religions,
Islam enjoins on total freedom in this respect without
coercion nor dominion··· .. · However, Islam calls for the
guidance of scientific and intellectual notions and, there­
fore, made scientific development in general an obliging
duty. Islam even inflicts punishment on those who reject
edeucation and learning.
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With regard to issues on the conduct of man
towards his brother man, Islam enjoins on three duties,
the basis for education:

1. the belief in the unity of the human society
without distinction.

2. the necessary "solidarity" amongst all members
of this Human Society, for better or for worse, to
ensure a decent life.

3. the establishment of a legal authority to ascer­
tain right between them according to the princi­
ples of justice without discrimination, the princi­
ples of consultation and democracy, and the
governing of the people conforming to the will of
the people.

Finally, this is Islam, its concepts and principles, on
which we base our work with all other beliefs and
religions to ensure peace amongst nations and countries.
...... These are the solutions offered by Islam to our
human problems, based on the right of all for a decent
life, without discrimination nor belligerence.

I reiterate here what I've called for-in the congress
held at Villa Nova Catholic University, Villa Nova City,
U.S.A., in 1985-that the major religions should play
together the role enjoined upon them by religious think­
ing for the sake of peace. It is incumbent upon us here
today to plan for such meeting, to work for its realiza­
tion, with strenght and faith, and to from a high level
delegation to contact all world leaders, calling for peace,
co-operation and solidarity amongst mankind.

We call upon all religious leaders and organizations
fix a week every year during which all religions shall
call for peace and shall agree with the United Nations to
hold a session every year where religions shall call for
co-operation among them and among nations to ensure
the supremacy of peace, and to protect human rights and
the sanctity of the right of all nations and peoples for
auto-determination.

To all this we call those who work faithfully to
ensure the dignity of man.
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