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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the rec
ommendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screening
Commmittee, has decided to award the sixth Niwano
Peace Prize to His Eminence Etai Yamada, chief abbot
of the Tendai sect of Buddhism.

His combination of learning and virtue renders Etai
Yamada a paragon for not only Tendai Buddhism but
also modern Japan's religious world as a whole. His zeal
for peace and his vigorous peace activities provide a
model for all people of religion and have won him honor
and acclaim the world over. His Buddhist approach to
bringing about peace is grounded in his strong belief that
true peace is to be realized through individuals' aware
ness and exercise of their innate value. Especially note
worthy are his accomplishments in two areas: cultiva
tion of a religious spirit and promotion of interreligious
cooperation.

Cultivation of a religious spirit: Grieved that in
today's society religion is not always reflected in daily
life, and convinced that religious life is indispensable to
a truly peaceful society, Etai Yamada has striven to
foster religious sentiment within the home by promoting
the "Light Up a Corner of the World Movement."
Through this movement he teaches the importance of
forgetting oneself and working for the benefit of others
as he devotes himself to the creation of a society based
on a spirit of gratitude and service informed by religious
awareness.

Promotion of interreligious cooperation: In keep
ing with the trend of cooperation among the world's
religions, Etai Yamada has promoted interfaith under
standing and cooperation for the sake of human happi
ness and world peace, exerting a profound influence on
ecumenical activities both in Japan and abroad.

He is a strong supporter of the World Conference on
Religion and Peace (WCRP) and the Asian Conference
on Religion and Peace (ACRP). In 1976 he delivered the
keynote address at the first assembly of the ACRP,
convened in Singapore. Speaking on the topic "Peace
through Religion," he expounded Japanese Buddhism's
philosophy of peace. In 1986 he attended the third ACRP
assembly, in Seoul. These and other activities demon
strate abundantly that he is a true apostle of peace.

Despite his venerable age, in 1986 he also traveled to
Italy as a member of the Japanese delegation to the
World Day of Prayer for Peace, convened in Assisi on
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Pope John Paul II's initiative_ His participation
contributed significantly to the deepening of interfaith
understanding and friendship.

To nurture the spirit of Assisi, where people of
religion renewed their dedication to peace through
prayer, Etai Yamada convened a similar gathering the
following year on Mount Hiei, seat of Enryakuji, the
head temple of the Tendai sect. The Religious Summit
Meeting on Mount Hiei, timed to coincide with the
twelve hundredth anniversary of the foundation of the
temple complex on Mount Hiei, attracted great atten
tion in religious circles. Thanks to Etai Yamada's initia
tive, Japanese religious groups transcended sectarian
bounds to cooperate in planning the event. Leaders of
the world's religions attended, setting aside doctrinal
differences as they gathered to pray for peace. At the
end of the two-day event the participants adopted a
Message from Mount Hiei pledging continued efforts for
peace. The success of the Mount Hiei gathering was due
in great part to Etai Yamada's personal stature and to
his deep desire to help fulfill the responsibility of all
people of religion to work for peace. His conviction and
tireless drive in this noble endeavor are worthy of the
highest esteem.

The flame of prayer for peace lit in Assisi and
transmitted to Mount Hiei was passed on to the fifth
assembly of the WCRP, convened in Melbourne in Janu
ary 1989. Etai Yamada attended WCRP V, again stress
ing the need to raise consciousness of the importance of
aspiring to peace. On the final day of WCRP V he
represented Buddhists at the World Day of Prayer,
organized through the cooperative efforts of Australian
religious groups. Once more leaders of the world's reli
gions devoutly prayed for peace together, perpetuating
the tradition of assembling for prayer that was born in
Assisi and keeping alive the flame of prayer for peace.

Etai Yamada's efforts to promote interreligious
cooperation have stregthened and spurred the trend of
interfaith cooperation for peace, arousing and encourag
ing many people of religion to work for this cause. The
Niwano Peace Foundation presents him with the sixth
Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of his distinguished
achievements and in the heartfelt hope that his example
will inspire many others to devote themselves in the
same way to the cause of world peace.
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