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Why Norman Cousins Was Selected 
as the Seventh Recipient of 
the Niwano Peace Prize 
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the recom­
mendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screening 
Committee, has decided to award the seventh Niwano 
Peace Prize to Norman Cousins, editor of the Satur­
day Review for thirty-five years and now a professor 
at the University of California at Los Angeles. 

In addition to both entertaining and edifying 
millions of readers with his eloquent and erudite 
commentary in the pages of the Saturday Review and 
elsewhere, he has had a great influence on people the 
world over through his ardent efforts to further the 
cause of peace. Especially noteworthy are his activ­
ities in three areas: nuclear disarmament, peace activ­
ities in cooperation with people of religion, and the 
world federation movement. His combination of the­
ory and practice have won him worldwide respect as 
a humanist impelled by love and compassion for 
humanity. It is for these qualities that he has been 
selected to receive this year's Niwano Peace Prize. 

Professor Cousins has devoted himself to the 
nuclear disarmament movement almost since the 
inception of nuclear weapons, campaigning tirelessly 
for the reduction of nuclear arsenals both in the 
United States and elsewhere. In 1957 he founded the 
National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, which 
continues as the Sane Freeze Campaign--the lar­
gest secular peace and disarmament group in the 
United States today. He also has close ties with 
Hiroshima. In 1949 he set up a foster care program for 
four hundred children orphaned by the atomic bomb, 
and he also arranged for the so-called Hiroshima 
Maidens, young women severely burned by the atomic 
bomb, to receive treatment in the United States. Other 
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humanistic relief activities include enabling Polish 
victims of Nazi torture to receive rehabilitation trea t­
ment in the United States. 

He has a lso cooperated actively with many people 
of religion in peace activities, motivated by his under­
standing of the importance of the spiritual dimension 
in human happiness. In the United States, he has 
brought together peace organizations and religious 
leaders, such as Homer A. Jack and the late Dana M. 
Greeley of the Unitarian Universa list Association; 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations; and Quaker 
leaders. His coopera tion with the Quakers in connec­
tion with the Hiroshima Maidens program is a note­
worthy example. In addition, as the personal envoy of 
Pope John XXIII he negotiated successfull y with 
Soviet leader Niki ta Khrushchev for the release of 
two cardinals, one from the Ukraine and one from 
Czechoslovakia. 

He has played a leading role in the world federa· 
tion movement since its foundation, as well, thanks to 
his combination of rigorous theory and vigorous 
action. As the sixth president of the World Associa­
tion fo r World Federation he devoted himself to 
expanding the movement, driven by the conviction 
that activities based on a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual a id are essentia l to bringing peace to this 
divided and turbulent world. 

T he sincerity of Professor Cousins's words and 
acti ons, springing as they do from his deep respect fo r 
human dignity, have ga ined widespread sympathy for 
the causes he espouses. The Niwano Peace Founda­
tion presents him with the seventh Niwano Peace 
Prize both in honor of his achievements and in the 
hope that his example will inspire others devote them­
selves to furthering the cause of world peace. 

13 


