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JAPAN AND THE LOGIC OF HISTORY 

Inevitabl y, anyone concerned about the world 
community must ask: What have we learned since the 
end of World War II? 

One of the most important lessons we have 
learned, or perhaps re-Iearned, is that there is a logic 
to history. By logic, we refer to the dynamics of cause 
and effect. The events in Europe during the past year , 
for example, may be surprising in terms of their 
sweep and suddenness, but they are not capricious or 
mysterious; they have a certain logic to them, which is 
to say, they are the dramatic effects of clearly identifi­
able causes. 

Begin with a consideration of change in the Soviet 
Union, Me Gorbachev was the accelerating and cul­
minating force in meeting the challenge of essentia l 
change, but the forces behind that change were appar­
ent long before Me Gorbachev came to power. The 
underlying misconceptions in the ideology of commu­
nism were manifest in the chronic failure of the soci­
ety to feed and house its people. 

According to traditional Marxist belief, the main 
aim of human society is to achieve an equitable distri­
bution of wealth. What the ideology missed was that 
before wealth can be distributed, it has to be created. 
This meant productivity. But Marx was a social 
philosopher, not an expert on productivity. A careful 
reading of his works reveals that he gave far more 
attention to the need for social justice than to the 
ways in which a collective organism could produce the 
food and clothing and housing that represent the 
essence of social justice to the masses of people. Marx 
took optimal production for granted. One of the physi­
cal characteristics of capitalism, as Marx saw it, was 
the propensity to over-produce. He saw a sequence in 
which over-production by the capitalist nations would 
lead to a fierce competition for foreign markets and 
thus become a primary cause of imperialism and 
conflict. Marxian ideology was focussed on the evils 
of high production, but the Soviet leaders could pon­
der the inability of their system to produce enough to 
meet the nation's basic requirements. 

The Soviet leaders, therefore, have had to strug­
gle with two conflicting realities. The first is that no 
nation in the modern world can be strong unless it can 
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produce. The second reality is that their ideology, 
despite five·year plan after five·year plan, was unable 
to feed its people adequately, or to provide proper 
shelter, or make available the materials of a satisfac­
tory existence. 

Nikita Khrushchev was the first Russian leader to 
recogni ze openly that the essential weakness of the 
Soviet system was ideological. He correctly perceived 
the connection between totalitarianism and failures in 
production. He recognized that the fears and subservi­
ence that had taken hold under Stalin were connected 
to the inherent fallacies of the ideology. In his speech 
to the Congress of the Communist Party, he sought to 
deal with these errors, which involved both economics 
and politics. Khrushchev, however, lacked the politi­
cal finesse to bring the apparatus of power under the 
Soviet Union along with him. 

Mikhail Gorbachev has demonstrated that he is 
strong where Khrushchev was weak. Gorbachev has 
been able to build both a popular base of support and 
enough of a following inside the Soviet hierarchy to 
attempt some of the most daring and far-reaching 
changes in history. He has recognized that economic 
and political reform have to go together. He has 
connected the need for re-structuring the Soviet eco­
nomic system (perestroika) with the need to move 
towards an open society (glasnost) as the best way of 
achieving essential reforms. In short, the design of 
social organization had to be consistent with human 
responses and motivations. A totalitarian system, he 
recogni zed, is incompatible with the essentia l means 
of production and distribution. The Marxist-Leninist 
idea of ownership and operation of the means of 
production in the hands of the proletariat "vas a 
philosophical statement rather than a functional 
design. The logic of history was asserting itself in his 
efforts to keep pace with the needs of the people and, 
indeed, with the needs of the nation as a member of 
the world community. 

Mr. Gorbachev has had the courage to face up to 
these realities. In so doing, he has created a momen­
tum for political freedom that has surged far beyond 
the boundaries of the Soviet Union. Glasnost and 
perestroika have let loose powerful political forces 
precisely because they were consistent with human 
aspirations. The logic of those forces is asserting itself 
in Eastern Europe as an inevitable extension of what 
is happening inside the Soviet Union. 

But the logic of history will not stop in Europe 
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with the advance of economic and political liberty, 
The nations of Eastern Europe are regaining their 
independence but that independence, in order to be 
sustained, requires the acceptance of the larger princi­
ple of interdependence. The main problems of the 
modern world are no longer national in nature or 
scope; they are international. No nation by itself can 
uphold its position in the world as an absolute national 
entity; it has to be part of a larger design. Nor can any 
nation any longer adequately meet the vast array of 
problems confronting it inside a purely national 
framework. These problems involve the movement of 
people and goods; food suppl y; access to raw materials 
and resources; economic inter-relationships and fluctu­
ations; environmental hazards that are no respectors 
of national boundaries; and, most important of all, the 
need for a common security. 

The nations of Western Europe at long last are 
trying to cope with the logic of history by creating the 
institutions of community. One of the great advances 
in the post-war period has been the attempt of the 
W'estern European nations to provide a large measure 
of economic and political interdependence among 
themselves as the best way of serving their own inter­
ests. And now that the nations of Eastern Europe are 
fast approaching a situation in which they can address 
themselves to their common needs, they have the 
opportunity to move along the same track as their 
Western neighbors. 

It is possible, however, to anticipate the emer­
gence of certain problems and even dangers in the way 
the Eastern European nations pursue the design of 
integration. The most obvious such danger is re­
presented by the fact of two powerful combinations in 
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counter-position to one another. Europe is too small 
for both a Western community and an Eastern com­
munity, Europe is a geographic unit, whatever the 
differences. Here the logic of history tells us tha t two 
powerful political units inside a geographic unit 
develop competitive a ims and even combustible ten­
sions, 

The hope has to be that statesmen of vision and 
political sk ill will recogni ze the need for a full integra­
tion of all the nations of Europe, Forty years ago, 
Monet's vision of a Western European community 
that would include Germany and France was dismis­
sed as myopic and unattainable, Today, France and 
Western Germany are no less close to one another 
inside a common fr amework than any two other 
nations in the European community. The logic of 
history supports the proposition not just that all of 
Germany can be incorporated under the European 
community but, indeed, that all of Eastern Europe can 
become part of the same totality, 

Ideological differences in the world today are 
things of the past, vestigial remnants of a time when 
labels reflected irreconcilable differences in eco­
nomics and philosophy. The events of the past few 
years have created new standards, Freedom now 
becomes the great unifier--not just the freedom 
connected to human rights and political forms but the 
freedom connected to economic systems and access to 
markets, History has always insisted on being both 
empirical and pragmatic but never more than in our 
time. It has insisted on exposing that which is unwor­
kable and on verifying that which is functional and 
durable, But history also takes a harsh view of those 
who fail to anticipate the logic of present and future 
events. In this sense, the formation of a full European 
community is the first imperative for a viable and 
productive continent 

The lessons of the last half-century, of course, are 
not confined to Europe, The logic of history has a 
great deal to say about the quest for true national 
security. What is sa id in the main is that national 
security can no longer be achieved by military means. 
Both the United States and the Soviet Union have 
spent trillions of dollars and rubles these past 40 years 
in search of military security, Yet the weaponry they 
have purchased with that money has brought no secu­
rity, just a series of escalating stages of an arms race, 
We have reached a station at which it is physically 
possible to expunge not just civilization but all life, 
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And still the a rms race surges on, a melancholy com­
mentary on the sti ll primitive nature of our collective 
intelligence. 

Any psychi a tri c examination of the security pol­
icies of the superpoweres could not avoid the conclu­
sion that the world is in the grip of a co llecti ve insan­
ity. We a re relying for security on weapons which, if 
used, would have suicidal effects, whether in terms of 
the radiation it would let loose on the world, or the 
worldwide poisoning of crops and the food supply in 
genera l, or the damages to the world 's environment , 
contaminating the underground water tables, destroy­
ing oxygen-producing plankton in the seas, ripping 
large holes in the protect ive covering of the ozone 
layer in the upper atmosphere. Noone has refuted the 
solemn facts relating to the effects of these weapons, 
yet the stockpiling cont inues. This past year , the 
politica l leaders have made a start in the effort to 
slow down the arms race, but it is not enough to halt 
manufacture in certain categories of weapons or even 
to agree on cutbacks. Not until the stockpiles are 
destroyed wi ll we be justified in fee ling liberated from 
the madness, 

The logic of his tory, however, tells us that 
nuclear disarmament is only half the goa l. The other 
ha lf is the creation of a system of world law that can 
deal with basic causes of war even as it provides 
means for creating justice among nations. If we live in 
a primitive condition of human society it is not just 
because we are crushing ourselves under the burden of 
apoca lyptic weapons but because we have failed to 
create a structure of interdependence in which the 
legitimate actions of nations beyond their boundaries 
will be clearly defined and regulated. It will be a 
structure which provides for the common security, 
making it unnecessary for the world to expend its 
resources and wealth on destructive purposes, It wi ll 
be a structured peace which frees the world to develop 
and use its resources for the common good, a world in 
which individuals neither have to kill or be killed, a 
structure, finally, which seeks to banish hunger, 
squalor, homelessness, 

Is it unreasonable to hope for the development of 
collective world security a long these lines? I think not. 
The logic of history, not just recent history but the 
long reach of history, tells us that human beings are 
capable of achieving anything within reach of the 
human imagination. The uniqueness of the human 
species is represented by its ability to do something 
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fo r the first time, and what needs to be done for the 
first time is to crea te a world order under law, 
However, the basic condition among na ti ons today is 
anarchy--anarchy in the affairs of nations. Neither 
peace nor freedom in the world can long continue in a 
basic condi tion of anarchy. 

I believe Japan has a key role to play in bringing 
about a basic condition of world safet y and security. 
The Japanese Consitution, with its clause outlawing 
rearmament, has enabled Japan to pursue na tional 
security, national economic strength, and world excel­
lence. It is a mistake to say tha t Japan is poor in 
na tural resources. It is ri ch in the most important 
natural resource of a ll--the human mind. At a time 
when other na tions were cutting back on higher educa­
tion, Japan was concentra ting on developing the 
wealth that resides in the human mind. The results of 
this policy a re readily observed in the world's 
response to the range and high quali ty of Japanese 
goods, It has not been easy, I recognize, for Japan to 
resist both na tional and ex ternal pressures to join the 
arms race of the superpowers, But the emphasis on 
consumer goods has created economic strength and 
hea lth fo r Japan second to none in the world. In so 
doing, Japan has helped to re-define the na ture of 
security in the modern 'vvorld. No matter how large 
the stockpile of a nati on's nuclear explosives may be, 
if that na tion does not enj oy economic health, it lacks 
true secur ity. 

What I am saying is that Japan has earned the 
right to spea k to the world about the logic of history, 
It has demonstrated tha t securi ty begins wi th the 
development of the human mind, By turning its 
energies into enhanc ing its productive capability and 
productive capacity, Japan has achieved a measure of 
economic strength unsurpassed by any maj or nation. 

But the same logic of history that has produced 
economic strength a lso emphasizes tha t Japan is 
dependent on a basic condition of world security. For 
if world peace should collapse, the effects would spill 
over to Japan. No nation will be free of the radio­
active poisons tha t a nuclear war would produce, And 
even if Japan could by some miracle find immunity 
from the effects of a nuclear holocaust , the effect on 
the Japanese economy could be devasta ting. Japan's 
economic health depends on the existence of a world 
market . Japan is a producing economy. Japan is not 
self-conta ined. 

What the logic of the present world situation tells 
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us, therefore, is that economic security is inseparable 
from the collective security of nations--just as 
independence is inseparable from interdependence. 
The lesson that needs to be learned by all is that 
nations are dependent on one another for their well· 
being in a common organization. In the same sense, 
Japan's future is no less tied to world interdependence 
than is that of the nations of Europe, or of the United 
States or of the Soviet Union, for that matter. The 
entire world has become a single geographic unit. 
There can be no national security without a common 
security. There can be no lasting economic health for 
any nation if the combustibles of world conflict are 
not brought under control. 

Fortunately for itself and the rest of the world, 
Japan has not allowed itself to be drawn into the 
vortex of the world balance·of·power struggle and the 
world arms race. That is why Japan is in a position, 
enjoyed by no other nation, to make the grand pro· 
posal for convening a world conference under the 
auspices of the United Nations. Such a conference 
would make a fundamental assessment of the ability 
of the United Nations to become fully effective as a 
source of world law and justice. Comprehensive dis· 
armament will not come about without the mecha­
nisms of genuine security. It is imperative, therefore, 
to examine the kind of United Nations that is needed 
to provide the common security that effective dis-
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armament requires, 
Obviously, just convening a re-assessment confer­

ence of the U, N, will not by itself create a workable 
basis for world peace, It becomes necessary to replace 
weakness with responsible strength, to create a design 
under which nations will retain authority over their 
own institutions and cultures but -in which the new 
world organization will have adequate authority in 
matters of common dangers and common needs, In 
short, powers will be adequate ~ut clearly defined, 
Such a U, N, would not dissolve the European Commu, 
nity or any regional organization but will be able to do 
tha t which the separate communities cannot do; name­
ly, to define the nature of world security rather than 
regional security alone, and to attend to problems that 
are global in nature--world environmental safety; 
the protection and development of world resources; a 
common attack on world hunger and squalor. Of all 
these common problems, of course, the most pervasive 
and basic is the need to create a workable security 
system, one that will make it possible for the individ­
ual nations to reduce their military forces down to a 
level required for internal security, In sum, the individ­
ual nations would retain their full sovereignty over 
their own culture and political institutions while acce­
pting the jurisdiction of the world organization in all 
matters relating to the actions and relationships out­
side their own boundaries, 

The logic of history, therefore, that needs to be 
recogni zed and put to work, is the logic that seeks to 
put an end to the age of world anarchy and begin the 
age of world law, I can think of no greater need facing 
the world's peoples today; I can think of no nation that 
is in a better position to put forward these ideas than 
Japan, 

Earth Day is celebrated on April 22, Millions of 
people throughout the world unite at this time to 
proclaim their concerns over our planetary home and 
to express their belief that this world belongs to the 
people who inhabit it It is within their means to make 
that world safe and fit for human habitation, 

In accepting this award and thanking you for the 
profound honor it represents, I also regard this presen­
tation event as an opportunity for all of us to re­
dedicate ourselves to the essential proposition that 
there is no need, no challenge beyond human capacity, 
We must never minimize the dangers confronting us, 
But neither must we minimize our own abilities to 
turn back those dangers, Thank you, 
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