
Why Hildegard Goss-Mayr Was Selected 
as the Eighth Recipient of 
the Niwano Peace Prize 
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the recom­
menda tion of the Niwano Peace Pri ze Screening 
Committee, has decided to award the eighth Niwano 
Peace Prize to Hildegard Goss-Mayr, honorary presi­
dent of the Internati onal Fellovvship of Reconciliation 
(IFOR). 

For thirty-eight years Hildegard Goss-Mayr has 
dedicated herself to IFOR's worldwide peace activ­
ities. Supported by her strong Catholic faith, she has 
s triven to bring about just ice and peace by promoting 
interfaith dia logue and nonviolent means of conflict 
resolution. She has worked for this cause not only in 
Europe but also in Lat in America, the Middle East, 
Asia , and South Africa . 

From 1953 to the early 1960s, when East-West 
rela tions were frozen by the cold war, she concen­
trated on promoting East-West dialogue in Europe 
both among Christians and between Christians and 
Marxist atheists. Her pioneering efforts helped create 
grea ter understanding between Polish Catholics and 
West European Christians as well as improved reli­
gious and politica l relations between Poland and what 
was then \,yest Germany. Thanks in large part to her 
initiati ve, Soviet theologians were permitted to 
engage in dialogue with Western theologians for the 
first time since the Russian Revolution. 

In 1962 she shifted the focus of her efforts to 
Latin America, helping victims of injustice, exploita­
ti on, and poverty to promote nonviolent methods of 
changing a ttitudes and socia l structures in order to 
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create condi t ions that would enable individuals to live 
in justi ce and digni ty, Her pat ient and tireless cooper­
a tion with the church, labor un ions, and student 
groups culmina ted in 1974 in the establishment of 
Servicio Paz y Justi cia (Non-Violent Service for 
Peace and Just ice in Latin America), a continent-wide 
network of groups dedica ted to nonviolent change, 

Upon returning to Europe, she strove to ra ise 
consciousness of La tin America's problems and of the 
nonviolent movement there and to develop ethical , 
economic, and poli tica l solidarity with this cause, This 
ini tiati ve resul ted in the format ion of a European 
support network fo r Servic io Paz y Just icia , 

Since 1974 she has traveled to stri fe- torn regions 
in the Middle East and Asia to set up nonviolent 
movements to combat injustice, racism, and violence, 
She has a lso been invited to South Afri ca frequently 
since 1976 to he'lp reinfo rce the nonviolent struggle 
aga inst apartheid, 

Though IFOR was established in 1919 as a Chris­
ti an ecumenica l organiza tion, it has grown today into 
an interfa ith movement that includes Buddhists, 
Hidus, Jews, and Muslims, IFOR cooperates with 
other internati onal organi zations, nongovernmenta l 
organizations (1 GOs) in consulta ti ve s tatus with the 
United Na tions, and peace groups in numerous coun­
tries in promoting disarmament, human rights, and 
other peace activities, 

As traveling secretary, vice-president, and now 
honorary president of IFOR, Hildegard Goss-Mayr 
has devoted herself for nearly fo ur decades to IFOR's 
growth and development. Her perseverance in behalf 
of interfaith dia logue, nonviolent conflict resolution, 
and human dignity springs from her belief in the 
possibility of justice and peace on earth, a belief 
rooted in her firm Catholic fa ith , Her deep fa ith and 
courageous acti ons set an example for a ll people of 
religion. 

Recognizing Hildega rd Goss-Mayr 's many years 
of religious activity and her long dedica tion to the 
cause of justice and peace through interrelig ious coop­
eration, the Niwano Peace Foundation presents her 
with the eighth Niwano Peace Pri ze both in honor of 
her dist inguished achievements and in the heartfelt 
hope that her example will inspire many others to 
devote themselves to the cause of world peace_ 
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