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Why Hildegard Goss-Mayr Was Selected
as the Eighth Recipient of
the Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation, acting on the recom-
mendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screening
Committee, has decided to award the eighth Niwano
Peace Prize to Hildegard Goss-Mayr, honorary presi-
dent of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation
(IFOR).

For thirty-eight years Hildegard Goss-Mayr has
dedicated herself to IFOR’s worldwide peace activ-
ities. Supported by her strong Catholic faith, she has
striven to bring about justice and peace by promoting
interfaith dialogue and nonviolent means of conflict
resolution. She has worked for this cause not only in
Europe but also in Latin America, the Middle East,
Asia, and South Africa.

From 1953 to the early 1960s, when East-West
relations were frozen by the cold war, she concen-
trated on promoting East-West dialogue in Europe
both among Christians and between Christians and
Marxist atheists. Her pioneering efforts helped create
greater understanding between Polish Catholics and
West European Christians as well as improved reli-
gious and political relations between Poland and what
was then West Germany. Thanks in large part to her
initiative, Soviet theologians were permitted to
engage in dialogue with Western theologians for the
first time since the Russian Revolution.

In 1962 she shifted the focus of her efforts to
Latin America, helping victims of injustice, exploita-
tion, and poverty to promote nonviolent methods of
changing attitudes and social structures in order to
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create conditions that would enable individuals to live
in justice and dignity. Her patient and tireless cooper-
ation with the church, labor unions, and student
groups culminated in 1974 in the establishment of
Servicio Paz y Justicia (Non-Violent Service for
Peace and Justice in Latin America), a continent-wide
network of groups dedicated to nonviolent change.

Upon returning to Europe, she strove to raise
consciousness of Latin America’s problems and of the
nonviolent movement there and to develop ethical,
economic, and political solidarity with this cause. This
initiative resulted in the formation of a European
support network for Servicio Paz y Justicia.

Since 1974 she has traveled to strife-torn regions
in the Middle East and Asia to set up nonviolent
movements to combat injustice, racism, and violence.
She has also been invited to South Africa frequently
since 1976 to help reinforce the nonviolent struggle
against apartheid.

Though IFOR was established in 1919 as a Chris-
tian ecumenical organization, it has grown today into
an interfaith movement that includes Buddhists,
Hidus, Jews, and Muslims. IFOR cooperates with
other international organizations, nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) in consultative status with the
United Nations, and peace groups in numerous coun-
tries in promoting disarmament, human rights, and
other peace activities.

As traveling secretary, vice-president, and now
honorary president of IFOR, Hildegard Goss-Mayr
has devoted herself for nearly four decades to IFOR’s
growth and development. Her perseverance in behalf
of interfaith dialogue, nonviolent conflict resolution,
and human dignity springs from her belief in the
possibility of justice and peace on earth, a belief
rooted in her firm Catholic faith. Her deep faith and
courageous actions set an example for all people of
religion.

Recognizing Hildegard Goss-Mayr’s many years
of religious activity and her long dedication to the
cause of justice and peace through interreligious coop-
eration, the Niwano Peace Foundation presents her
with the eighth Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of
her distinguished achievements and in the heartfelt
hope that her example will inspire many others to
devote themselves to the cause of world peace.
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