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Fr. Burno Hussar 

Dear Friends in Japan, 
We are so happy to have aroused your interest in 

Neve Shalom/ Wahat aI- Salam- our mixed Jewish­
Arab Village and its School for Peace and \-ve are so 
grateful that you have chosen it for the tenth Niwano 
Peace Prize. Thank you! 

My companions, Mikhal and Abed will tell you 
about what is happening on our hill today, and how we 
are working together towards understanding. Even 
now the dream still exists and, through the concrete, 
intelligent and practical work of the companions liv­
ing on the hill, is leading us to ever new achievements. 

It all sta rted 24 years ago. I, together with a small 
group of fri ends, were painfully concerned with the 
conflicts which tear our country and the beautiful city 
of Jerusalem so dear to us all. V·le asked ourselves: 
"Can we-and how can we- do something to break 
down the walls of fear, prejudice, ignorance, and also 
selfishness. That a re the main causes of our conflicts 
- and build bridges of mutual respect, understanding 
and, if possible, fri endship between us?" We then 
started to dream. In our country, Israel, everything 
constructive a lways starts with a dream- and it hap­
pens sometimes that dreams become realities. 
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We dreamt of a Vi llage in which Jews and Pales­
tinian Arabs, all belonging to this country, would li ve 
together in equality, brotherly love and cooperation. 
The aim of the Vi llage is double: first, to prove, by its 
very existence, that members of the two peoples to 
which this land belongs can live together in peace- if 
they believe so, and if they are ready to pay the price 
for it: that means to devote their lives to that cause. 
The second aim of the Village is to form the frame­
work of a School for Peace: a place where people 
especia lly young peopk, Arabs and Jews from all over 
the country- come for a few days, with the motiva­
tion of learning to listen to the other one. That is a 
very difficult thing for those who live, like us, in a 
sta te of conflict: to learn to listen to the other one, not 
as you would like him, or her, to be-but as he, or she, 
is in reality. 

It took six to eight years for the dream to become 
reality. Pioneering years, on a hill leased to us fo r a 
symbolic rent- a completely desolate hill that had not 
been inhabited nor cultivated for many centuries, 
covered with rocks and thorns, without water nor a 
single tree. The first house was an old bus we towed 
to the top of the hill; the other houses were tents or 
very primitive huts. The story of those pioneering 
years is presently being 'written by the only two 
witnesses of that period: myself and Anne Ie Meignen, 
social worker, without whom N .S/ W.a.S. would not 
exist today- who, like me, is still active in the life and 
the work of the community. We hope to be able to 
publish the book before the end of this year. 

During these pioneering years we have learned 
many things. The main thing we learned is that a 
venture like this-"utopia" in the eyes of most of our 
fri ends- can be realized only if it is pursued with a 
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strong faith to the Higher Spiri t that can ma ke "im ­
possible things" become reality. 

Later, we have also learned that the important 
thing is not to try to resolve conflicts, but to learn how 
to live with the conflicts. It is possible to li ve together 
in brotherly love even if we disagree on many points, 
because we know that we all pursue the same goa l. 
\~Te may also make the wonderful di scovery that the 
differences which separate and, perhaps, oppose us, 
can become motives of enrichment for each one of us. 

Mikhal and Abed will tell you about concrete 
reality as it is today. 

I wish to say a few words about what you may 
ca ll the religious aspect of N.S/W.a.S. The Village 
and its School for Peace are not religious: It is a 
secular venture, in spite of the fact that a few of its 
members have a religious fa ith. 

On the Hill , we have a "Corner of Silence", with 
a white Dome of Silence-"Doumi a" in Hebrew, that 
is deep Silence in which, beyond the different religious 
expressions of fa ith, one may hear the still Voice from 
Above and Beyond. We a lso hold meetings where we 
study the Scriptures of the religions of the country, in 
order to discover and unite on their common message 
for justice, brotherly love and peace. 

I sa id at the beginning that the dream continues. 
\Ve continue to dream of a better society where justice 
\-v ill prevail, of a better world, where men and women 
will be united in brotherly love- because we fee l much 
pai n from the sufferings of men, women and children 
a ll over the world. But since each one of us has only 
one li fe, that is not very long, we cannot try to change 
the whole world! But we can try in a modest way, and 
with the numerous other organizations and people in 
our country that are working towards the same goa l 
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- to do someth ing that may prepare, through educa, 
tion, the emergence of a new generation, in which 
selfishness and narrow-mindedness will be replaced 
by love and openness. And we believe in the Jewish 
proverb which says that he who saves one single 
human being, it is as if he saved the whole of human­
ity. 

That is why we are so gra teful to the Niwano 
Peace Foundation helping our dream to become rea l­
ity, both by the encouragement and trust they di splay 
towards us, and by the materia l help the Niwano 
Peace Pri ze gives us. 

We are parti cularly happy that this appreciation 
and help comes fro m Japan. The area of the world 
that we, in the so-ca lled Near-East, ca ll the Far-East, 
will perhaps be the center of the new civilization of 
the generations to come- a civili zation that will hope­
fully be less exclusively materia list and technical than 
the present Western civilization- but will take more 
into account the spiri tual character and needs of 
mankind. 

SHALOM! SALAM! PEACE! 
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